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Ospreys to land at Yokota 2 years ahead of schedule 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The Air 
Force has accelerated a plan to base CV-22 
Ospreys in western Tokyo by announcing 
that the tilt-rotor aircraft would arrive this 
week at the home of U.S. Forces Japan. 

A Special Operations squadron of 10 Os¬ 
preys was due at Yokota in 2020; however, 
that schedule has been adjusted and five 
aircraft will be there later this week, the 


Air Force said in a statement Tuesday. 

The arrival of the Ospreys — capable of 
taking off like helicopters, then tilting their 
rotors to fly long distances as fixed-wing 
aircraft — “addresses regional security 
concerns in line with the recently released 
2018 National Defense Strategy and also 
provides a platform that can rapidly react to 
natural disasters or crises,” the statement 
said. 

SEE ARRIVAL ON PAGE 3 


A CV-22 Osprey assigned to the 8th Special Operations Squadron flies 
over the Gulf of Mexico during a training mission in 2016. 

Joseph PicK/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


President says he wants military to guard US border with Mexico 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday he wants to use the mil¬ 
itary to secure the U.S.-Mexico border until 
his promised border wall is built. 

Speaking at a lunch with Baltic leaders, 


Trump said he’d already discussed the idea 
with Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 

“We are going to be guarding our border 
with the military,” Trump said, calling the 
measure a “big step.” 

Trump has been deeply frustrated about 
the lack of progress building what was the 
signature promise of his campaign: a “big, 


beautiful wall” along the Mexican border. 
He’s previously suggested using the Penta¬ 
gon’s budget to pay for building the wall, ar¬ 
guing it is a national security priority, despite 
strict rules that prohibit spending that’s not 
authorized by Congress. 

The Department of Homeland Security, 
Pentagon and White House did not imme¬ 


diately respond to requests for comment on 
how such a plan might work. 

Sending military to the border, in the form 
of National Guard troops, has been done be¬ 
fore. In 2006, under Operation Jump Start, 
6,000 troops were sent to the border in an 
SEE BORDER ON PAGE 7 
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Divers hope to solve old Hercules crash mystery 

By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF MILDENHALL, England — Al¬ 
most 50 years ago, Sgt. Paul Adams Meyer, 
a U.S. Air Force assistant crew chief, got 
drunk, impersonated an officer and stole 
a C-130 Hercules from RAF Mildenhall in 
England so he could fly home to his new 
wife. Two hours later, he crashed into the 
English Channel. 

Now, a team of British divers called 
Deeper Dorset hopes to raise $8,430 on an 
all-or-nothing Kickstarter to find the plane 
and uncover the truth behind the crash. 

The divers have until April 11 to meet 
their fundraising goal or go back to the 
drawing board. 

“We’ve known about the Hercules story 
for about 10 years, and it’s one of those sto¬ 
ries that grabs the imagination,” said Deep¬ 
er Dorset photographer Simon Brown. “It’s 
a human tale as much as research of as to 
where it is.” 

What happened to Meyer has been sub¬ 
ject to rumor and speculation for nearly 
half a century. 

An Air Force investigation found that at 
least two U.S. F-100 Super Sabre fighter 
jets from RAF Lakenheath, a C-130 from 
Mildenhall and two RAF English Electric 
Lightning interceptors attempted contact 
with Meyers before he crashed into the 
English Channel near Alderney Island. 

“Leave me alone for about five minutes. 

I’ve got trouble,” Meyer said in his final 
transmission to his wife in a link-up over 
the sideband radio. 

Members of Deeper Dorset believe they 
can locate the missing Hercules using ex¬ 
isting research, sonar and photogramme- 
try, a technique that builds 3-D models of 
wreckage. 

“We’ve nailed down where we think 
the aircraft might be within a 10-square- 
mile box,” Brown said. “Within that box, 
there’s five hot spots. Places where people 
have reported losing fishing gear or snag¬ 
ging something, and those kinds of snags 


%rtnff Si»ii»rts 099 fitr Hints! tit f,'0 


Sergeant Steals C130 



Stars and Stripes 

The odyssey of Sgt. Paul Meyer was on the front page of the May 24, 1969, edition of Stars and Stripes. 

are usually man-made.” 

The diving team’s previous successes 
include locating La Mahenge, an 8,000- 
ton cargo ship found about 131 yards deep 
in the English Channel, and a British Ml 
submarine found about 88 yards deep in 
waters off the Port of Plymouth. 

The Kickstarter goal covers running 
costs of 25 days at sea, which is about a 
year of searching, taking into consider¬ 
ation weather and tides 

“I think this project is too interesting to 
just let it pass, and with the Kickstarter 
goal, it can happen sooner, and we’ll be 
able to share more about what we find,” 

Brown said. 

For more information or to donate, go to 
kickstarter.com/projects/979818757/find- 
ing-meyers-missing-hercules. 

- This Google image shows the approximate crash site of the Hercules. According to an 

accident report by Lockheed Martin, Meyers was possibly shot down by allied forces. 




TODAY 

IN STRIPES 


American Roundup.16 

Business.18 

Classified.19, 23 

Comics.22 

Crossword.22 

Faces.17 

Opinion.20-21 

Sports.24-32 

Weather.18 


STARSK^STRIPES 

However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


fm\ 


Stars and Stripes: " 

your on egbOrcgy o fl B allft np! 
m i I ita ry InewsltfipTimgxTgigj 

Updated 24/7 for the military community at home and abroad. 
Check out Stripes.com today! 


EUROPE 

KRISTI KIMMEL | kimmel.kristi@stripe 


MIDDLE EAST 

KRISTI KIMMEL | kimmel.kristi@stripe 


+49 (0) 631-3615-9013 


PACIFIC 

ICHIRO 


KATAYANAGI | CustomerHel P @Stri P es com | +81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 










































Wednesday, April 4,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 3 


MILITARY _ 

Little Rock underway 
after being ice-bound 


r 

/ 1 



Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Sailors man the rails of the littoral combat ship USS Little Rock during its December 
commissioning ceremony in Buffalo, N.Y. The ship left Montreal on Saturday after 
being stuck in ice for three months. 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

The littoral combat ship USS Little Rock 
is back underway after being stuck in Mon¬ 
treal for three months because of ice. 

The Navy’s newest warship left Saturday 
morning bound for its homeport of Maypo- 
rt Naval Station, Fla., Lt. Cmdr. Courtney 
Hillson told the U.S. Naval Institute. 

“The ship was moored at the Port of 
Montreal until weather conditions im¬ 
proved and the St. Lawrence Seaway melt¬ 
ed enough for the safe passage of the ship,” 
Hillson said. 

“Keeping the ship in Montreal until 
weather conditions improved ensured the 
safety of the ship and crew.” 

The Little Rock was commissioned Dec. 
16 next to its namesake, the decommis¬ 
sioned guided-missile cruiser USS Little 
Rock, in Buffalo, N.Y. It was late leaving 
Buffalo due to wintry weather and stopped 
in Montreal a few days after Christmas for 


a port visit and minor repairs. 

“The ship was ready to depart Montreal, 
but the extreme cold, subsequent condition 
of the St. Lawrence Seaway and availabil¬ 
ity of icebreakers and support ships caused 
the delay,” Hillson said in January. 

The Little Rock was escorted down the 
St. Lawrence by the Canadian Coast Guard 
icebreaker Des Groseilliers during its Sat¬ 
urday departure. 

“We greatly appreciate the support and 
hospitality of the city of Montreal, the 
Montreal Port Authority and the Canadian 
Coast Guard,” said Cmdr. Todd Peters, the 
ship’s commander. “We are grateful for the 
opportunity to further enhance our strong 
partnerships.” 

While laid up, two dozen members of 
the Little Rock’s crew helped sort donated 
goods at the Welcome Hall mission in Saint 
Henri near the Little Rock’s temporary 
mooring, according to a February report by 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 

The ship’s crew could explore the city in 


their off-hours, and their stay was mostly 
uneventful. 

However, residents of a condo near the 
ship’s mooring reportedly complained 
about noise from shore-side power 
generators. 

“It’s like the motor of a large truck that’s 
driving at high speed,” Montreal resident 


Alain Stanke told The Canadian Press 
in March. “Those two generators are 
detestable.” 

The Little Rock is expected to arrive in 
Florida by the end of the month after mak¬ 
ing several port calls. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 



Joseph PicK/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Four CV-22 Osprey aircraft with the 8th Special Operations 
Squadron fly along the Lake Michigan coast in 2016. Five of the 
aircraft will arrive at the home of U.S. Forces Japan this week. 


Arrival: Ospreys to operate 
from Yokota after training 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Ospreys will remain at Yo¬ 
kota for a short time before leav¬ 
ing to train around the region over 
the next few months, the Air Force 
said. 

“When they return from the 
training, they will continue to op¬ 
erate from Yokota,” the statement 
added. 

More personnel will arrive at 
the base over the next several 
months to support aircraft train¬ 
ing operations in the region, the 
statement said. 

The original plan for basing 
the Ospreys at Yokota would have 
added about 1,100 people to a pop¬ 
ulation of 11,500. 

However, the squadron will ini¬ 
tially bring only about 100 people, 
with that number growing as addi¬ 
tional aircraft are deployed, said 
Kaori Matsukasa, a spokeswoman 
for Yokota’s 374th Airlift Wing. 

“Some additional personnel 
will be assigned to the 374th Air¬ 
lift Wing to support the unit,” she 
said. “The total number of person¬ 
nel added to Yokota Air Base over 
the next few years is expected to 
be around 450.” 


Interim facilities to support the 
Ospreys were completed at the 
end of fiscal year 2017, and con¬ 
struction of other facilities for the 
aircraft should start on time, she 
said. 

Some people living in commu¬ 
nities near Yokota oppose basing 
the Ospreys there and have held a 
number of protests to make their 
concerns known. 

The Air Force statement de¬ 
scribed the Osprey as “a highly 
advanced aircraft with unique ca¬ 
pabilities and an excellent opera¬ 
tional safety record.” 

“It brings unparalleled special 
operations capabilities to the re¬ 
gion as part of the United States’ 
commitment to Japan’s defense,” 
the statement added. 

The Air Force’s variant of the 
Osprey is among several plat¬ 
forms the U.S. has recently sent 
to Japan, including Yokota’s new 
C-130J Super Hercules transport 
planes, Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni’s F-35B stealth fight¬ 
ers and Sasebo Naval Base’s USS 
Wasp amphibious ship. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Navy plans to 
deploy F-35Cs to 
Japan after 2021 

By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL Base, Japan — The Navy 
expects to deploy its version of America’s most ad¬ 
vanced joint strike fighter to Japan sometime after 
2021. 

The plan — confirmed this week by Naval Forc¬ 
es Japan spokeswoman Cmdr. Reann Mommsen 
— involves sending an unspecified number of F-35C 
Lightning IIs to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. 

“The U.S. Navy places its most advanced and 
combat-capable units in the forward deployed naval 
force,” she told Stars and Stripes in an email. “This 
future upgrade will enhance the capabilities of the 
air wing and its mission to defend Japan and con¬ 
tribute to regional peace and security.” 

The F-35Cs will be assigned to Carrier Air Wing 5 
of the USS Ronald Reagan strike group. Last week, 
CVW-5 finished relocating its fixed-wing aircraft 
from Naval Air Facility Atsugi to Iwakuni, which 
is hundreds of miles away near the southern end of 
Japan’s main island of Honshu. 

The F-35 comes in three variants that cater to the 
needs of each service branch. The Air Force’s F- 
35As — designed for traditional takeoffs and land¬ 
ings — are lighter and can carry more fuel, while 
the Marine Corps’ F-35Bs are capable of short take¬ 
offs and vertical landings that make them compat¬ 
ible with amphibious assault ships such as the USS 
Wasp. 

Manufacturer Lockheed Martin says the F-35C is 
the “only” fighter designed and built explicitly for 
carrier operations. 

“The F-35C variant has larger wings and more ro¬ 
bust landing gear than the other variants, making it 
suitable for catapult launches and fly-in arrestments 
aboard naval aircraft carriers,” the company says 
on its website. “It’s wingtips also fold to allow for 
more room on the carrier’s deck while deployed.” 

The Navy says those foldable wings are “critical” 
for their use on aircraft carriers that can hold more 
than 70 aircraft, including 18C Hornets, 18G Growl¬ 
ers and 18E/F Super Hornets, E-2D Hawkeyes and 
C-2A Greyhounds. 

Last month, pilots from Strike Fighter Squadrons 



Brian WiLBUR/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


An F-35C Lightning II lands on the flight deck 
of the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln last 
month in the Atlantic Ocean. 

125 and 101 flew F-35Cs on day and night qualifi¬ 
cations, with 140 arrested landings aboard the USS 
Abraham Lincoln in the Atlantic Ocean. The carrier 
qualifications bring the Navy’s variant of the joint 
strike fighter one step closer to operational status. 

MCAS Iwakuni already hosts a squadron of Ma¬ 
rine Corps F-35Bs flown by Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 121. The stealth fighters, which trans¬ 
ferred from MCAS Yuma last year, are conducting 
their first regional patrol with the USS Wasp strike 
group. 

Cmdr. Thomas Bodine, a former TOPGUN in¬ 
structor now serving as an executive fellow at the 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, said the F-35s 
will increase the lethality of Naval air forces in the 
region and allow pilots to engage contacts at farther 
distances. 

“This 5th generation frontline aircraft, with its 
highly-advanced sensor suite, will transform it into 
a critical node on the battlefield,” he said in an email 
to Stars and Stripes. 

“Having these improved capabilities forward 
deployed to Japan will further enhance the United 
States Navy’s distributed lethality operational con¬ 
cept, an outcome which is directly aligned with the 
new National Security Strategy and National De¬ 
fense Strategy,” he added. 


hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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Air Force says colonel 
exercised religious right 



By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force has affirmed the religious rights of 
an Air Force colonel who claimed he was wrongly 
disciplined for refusing to sign a certificate of appre¬ 
ciation for the same-sex spouse of one of his airmen 
last year. 

The Air Force said that Col. Leland Bohannon 
“had the right to exercise his sincerely held religious 
I beliefs and did not unlawfully 
discriminate when he declined 
to sign the certificate,” accord¬ 
ing to a letter sent Monday by 
Air Force Secretary Heather 
Wilson to members of Congress 
who supported Bohannon. 

“The Air Force has a duty to 
treat people fairly and without 
discrimination on the basis of 
| race, color, sex, national origin, 
Bohannon or sexua l orientation and (Bo¬ 
hannon) met that duty by hav¬ 
ing a more senior officer sign the certificate,” Wilson 
said. 

First Liberty Institute, the religious liberties 
group representing Bohannon, announced the deci¬ 
sion on its website Monday, posting the letter from 
Wilson to Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Mo. 

Rep. Doug Lamborn, R-Colo., posted a similar let¬ 
ter he received from Wilson on his Twitter account. 

The Air Force Review Boards Agency granted 
Bohannon’s appeal, Wilson said in her letter, noting 
his records would be corrected. 

“The Air Force places a high value on the rights 
of its members to observe the tenets of their respec¬ 
tive religions or to observe no religion at all,” Wilson 
said. 

A 1994 Air Force Academy graduate and deco¬ 
rated combat pilot, Bohannon had been stripped 
of command of the Air Force Inspection Agency at 
Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M., and removed from 
consideration for a promotion to brigadier general 
after the Air Force found his actions violated service 
regulations. 


United will fly Guam-based troops’ pets 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

United Airlines will resume 
flying servicemembers’ pets off 
Guam until the end of the month 
despite a worldwide suspension of 
its pet shipment service, the car¬ 
rier announced Tuesday. 

“Effective April 3, we are allow¬ 
ing an exception to our suspen¬ 
sion of new PetSafe reservations 
for members of the military and 
their spouses, and State Depart¬ 
ment Foreign Service personnel 
and their spouses, who wish to 
travel with or ship their pets out 
of Guam between April 3 and 
April 30,” United said in a state¬ 
ment posted on its website. 

The exception also applies to 
Department of Defense civilians 
but doesn’t include military con¬ 
tractors working on the island, 
United PetSafe staff said. 

Guam’s congressional repre- 
sentative-at-large, Madeleine 
Bordallo, said in a statement 
that she was “very pleased that 
United Airlines is working to ac¬ 
commodate Guam families and 


their pets, including our mili¬ 
tary servicemembers who are 
re-deployed.” 

Bordallo said she would work 
with the Defense Department, 
other federal agencies and air¬ 
lines serving Guam to make sure 
pets could travel safely off the is¬ 
land with their owners. 

United has suspended its pet 
shipment program until no later 
than May 1 following multiple de¬ 
livery mistakes and the death of 
a dog placed in an overhead bin 
at the behest of a flight attendant 
last month. 

The suspension was a voluntary 
action to “conduct a thorough and 
systematic review of our Petsafe 
program, and make improve¬ 
ments that will ensure the best 
possible experience for our cus¬ 
tomers and their pets,” United 
said in an earlier statement. 

Air Mobility Command rota¬ 
tor flights don’t visit Guam, and 
United is the only carrier flying 
directly to the U.S. from the is¬ 
land, so the move to suspend pet 
shipments was unpopular with 
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In May, Bohannon was asked to sign a certificate 
for a retiring master sergeant in his command, in¬ 
cluding a “certificate of spouse appreciation,” ac¬ 
cording to the appeal letter First Liberty Institute 
sent to the Air Force on behalf of Bohannon. 

While Bohannon readily signed each document 
for the retiring airman, he chose not to sign the “op¬ 
tional, unofficial” spouse appreciation certificate 
“similar to a bouquet of flowers,” the appeal letter 
said. The colonel believed that doing so would “sig¬ 
nify his personal endorsement of the same-sex mar¬ 
riage,” which conflicted with his religious beliefs, 
First Liberty said. 

Bohannon sought a religious accommodation that 
would excuse him from signing the letter, the insti¬ 
tute said. That request was later returned “without 
action.” In the meantime, however, a two-star gen¬ 
eral agreed to sign the letter in Bohannon’s place. 

When the retiring master sergeant found out that 
Bohannon did not personally sign the spouse certifi¬ 
cate, he filed an Equal Opportunity complaint, al¬ 
leging the colonel unlawfully discriminated against 
him on the basis of his sexual orientation. 

The Air Force substantiated the airman’s allega¬ 
tions, and Bohannon was subsequently removed 
from command and for consideration for promotion. 
He appealed the decision in October. 

First Liberty argued in the appeal that under Air 
Force regulations, there is no legal right to a spouse 
certificate of appreciation and that the master ser¬ 
geant wasn’t the subject of any discrimination. The 
organization also cited Defense Department guid¬ 
ance, which says that military departments “will ac¬ 
commodate individual expressions of sincerely held 
religious beliefs” of servicemembers unless doing so 
could adversely affect military readiness, unit cohe¬ 
sion and good order and discipline. 

At least eight Republican senators, including for¬ 
mer Presidential candidates Marco Rubio, of Flor¬ 
ida, and Ted Cruz, of Texas, sent a letter to Wilson 
asking that the decision against Bohannon be re¬ 
versed, according to the Albuquerque Journal. 



Screenshot from Facebook 


The Marine Corps celebrated April Fools’ Day with a post on 
Facebook claiming that “the term Drill Instructor will be replaced 
with Drill Sergeant beginning next quarter.” 

‘Marine drill sergeant’ 
among April Fools’ jokes 


military families there. 

Some people scheduled to 
leave Guam for new duty stations 
thought they would have to find 
accommodation for their pets 
until the ban was lifted. 

Troops on Guam aren’t the only 
servicemembers affected by the 
suspension. A Coast Guardsman 
in Japan said last week that she’s 
facing a $31,000 bill to ship her 
221-pound English mastiff to the 
U.S. on a Japanese carrier. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

Military working cats were in 
the news along with other unbe¬ 
lievable stories on April 1. 

U.S. Forces Japan celebrated 
April Fools’ Day by tweeting a 
photo of “MWC (Military Work¬ 
ing Cat) Muffins” wearing tactical 
patches and the sort of camouflage 
harness you might expect to see 
on a military working dog. 

The image shows Muffins alert¬ 
ing on a suspect during a track¬ 
ing exercise, according to USFJ’s 
post. 

“Muffins is part of a prototype 
program recently unveiled by the 
DOD Working Animal Program,” 
the tweet said. “Ten cats have 
made it to the final phase of train¬ 
ing and will be sent to military 
installations.” 

The Marine Corps also got in 
on the act, telling its social media 
followers that “the term Drill In¬ 
structor will be replaced with 
Drill Sergeant beginning next 
quarter.” 

“The Marine Corps plans to 
modify recruit training in efforts 
to streamline training across the 
ground forces of the Department 
of Defense,” the message said. 

After clicking a link to find out 
more, readers are brought to an 
image of a shouting drill instruc¬ 
tor with the words: “April Fools! 
Say aye, sir!” 

Military April fool’s pranks are 
a time-honored tradition. In 1915, 
a French aviator dropped what 
appeared to be a large bomb onto 


a German camp. The Germans 
scattered but eventually discov¬ 
ered that the object was actually 
a football with a note attached 
reading, “April Fool,” according 
to press reports posted on the Mu¬ 
seum of Hoaxes website. 

Stars and Stripes got in on the 
act in 1943, announcing plans for 
30-day home furloughs for all per¬ 
sonnel who had served for a year 
in Europe. 

The men were to be transported 
back to the States on the SS Nor¬ 
mandie, salvaged after capsizing 
in the Hudson River the previous 
year, crewed by members of the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 
and staffed with entertainers in¬ 
cluding Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, 
burlesque star Gypsy Rose Lee 
and pin-up girl Betty Grable, the 
prank said. 

“The Governor of the State 
of Texas has promised a suffi¬ 
cient number of Texas long horn 
yearlings to provide “inch-thick 
steaks” for each evening meal,” it 
added. 

On arrival in New York each ser- 
vicemember would get the keys to 
the city and a date with “a charm¬ 
ing debutant” before traveling 
back to home towns first class. 

“Requests for furlough should 
be forwarded in triplicate to Stars 
and Stripes, where they will be 
carefully filed until next April 
Fool’s Day, on which date we hope 
to have the entire plan in actual op¬ 
eration,” the editorial concluded. 
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AMVETS calls for Trump 
to remove acting VA head 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A large, 
national veterans organization 
is calling on President Donald 
Trump to remove new acting 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Robert Wilkie amid 
confusion over who should be 
running the agency legally. 

The group American Veterans, 
better known as AMVETS, sent 
a letter to Trump on Tuesday, 
urging him to send Wilkie back 
to the Defense Department and 
name VA Deputy Secretary Tom 
Bowman as the agency’s interim 
leader. 

“We need someone who can 
keep things moving forward,” 
said Joe Chenelly, executive di¬ 
rector of AMVETS. “This needs 
to happen now. Tom Bowman is 
clearly qualified in a lot of differ¬ 
ent ways to serve as interim.” 

Bowman taking the helm at 
the VA is “what the law calls for,” 
Chenelly added. 

Trump announced Wednes¬ 
day in a tweet that he selected 
Rear Adm. Ronny Jackson, the 
White House physician, to re¬ 
place former VA Secretary David 
Shulkin. 

Trump tapped Wilkie to lead 
the VA during Jackson’s confir¬ 
mation process, bypassing Bow¬ 
man, who was next in succession. 
That decision has come under 
scrutiny in the last few days. 

The Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998 gives a president 
broad authority to temporarily fill 
an agency job if the officeholder 
“dies, resigns, or is otherwise un¬ 
able to perform the functions and 
duties of office.” The law doesn’t 
explicitly state whether it applies 
when someone is fired. 

The White House and Shulkin 
have offered differing accounts 
of whether he was fired or 
resigned. 

A White House spokeswom¬ 
an told Politico that Shulkin 
resigned. 

However, soon after Trump 
announced Shulkin’s departure 
Wednesday, the former secretary 
began speaking out — first with 
a commentary in The New York 
Times and then on major news 
networks. He told CNN that White 
House Chief of Staff John Kelly 
called him Wednesday to let him 
know Trump would be sending a 
message on Twitter. Shulkin said 
he was then fired by tweet. 

On NBC’s “Meet the Press,” 
Shulkin said Sunday that he did 
not submit a letter of resignation, 
nor was one requested. 

“I came to the VA to fight for 
our veterans, and I had no inten¬ 
tion of giving up,” Shulkin said. “I 
had no reason to resign. I made a 
commitment.” 

The back-and-forth could pres¬ 
ent legal challenges if Wilkie re¬ 
mains as acting secretary. 

That aside, Chenelly said his 
group wants someone with expe¬ 
rience at the VA to be in charge 
during the leadership transition 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


AMVETS is urging President Donald Trump to return Robert Wilkie, 
above, to the Defense Department and make Department of Veterans 
Affairs Deputy Secretary Tom Bowman the VA’s interim leader. 


at the agency. 

Before being named as deputy 
secretary, Bowman worked as 
staff director for the Senate Vet¬ 
erans’ Affairs Committee and 
held leadership positions across 
the VA, including chief of staff. 
Since August, he’s been respon¬ 
sible for daily operations at the 
VA — the second-largest agency 
in the federal government. 

It was rumored earlier this 
year that Bowman could be fired 
as a rift grew between White 
House insiders at the VA and 
Shulkin and his staff. Opponents 
of Shulkin saw Bowman as stand¬ 
ing in the way of major reform. 

Chenelly described Wilkie as 
a “big question mark.” He previ¬ 
ously worked as undersecretary 
of defense for personnel and read¬ 
iness and was once a senior advis¬ 
er to Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. 

“We’re worried that you could 
end up having someone who’s 
never gone before the Senate on 
veterans issues before running 
the VA for a long period of time, 
and no one really knows him,” 
Chenelly said. 

Disabled American Veter¬ 
ans has also questioned Wilkie’s 
experience. In a statement fol¬ 
lowing Trump’s announcement 
Wednesday, DAV said he “has no 
background in health care and no 


We’re worried that 
you could end up 
having someone 
who’s never gone 
before the Senate 
on veterans issues 
before running the 
VA for a long period 
of time, and no one 
really knows him. f 

Joe Chenelly 

executive director of AMVETS 


apparent experience working in 
or with the department.” 

Wilkie could serve as acting 
secretary for an extended period, 
as Jackson is likely to face an ar¬ 
duous confirmation process. 

Jackson’s experience also 
has been the subject of concern 
among some lawmakers and 
leaders of veterans groups who 
worry he lacks the management 
experience to take on widespread 
challenges at the VA. The extent 
of his work on veterans issues is 
also unknown. 

It was uncertain Tuesday when 
Jackson might go before the Sen¬ 
ate for a confirmation hearing. 
The Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee is waiting on paper¬ 
work from Jackson and the White 
House which they need before 
moving forward, said Amanda 
Maddox, spokeswoman for Sen. 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., the chair¬ 
man of the committee. 

“We’re not at a point that we 
can even begin to guess when a 
confirmation hearing might take 
place,” Maddox said. “The tim¬ 
ing of the confirmation hearing 
will be determined by how long 
it takes the nominee to get every¬ 
thing finalized and back to us.” 

Some veterans groups, includ¬ 
ing AMVETS, have expressed 
concerns over a “leadership vac¬ 
uum” at the VA that worsened 
with Shulkin’s departure. 

The agency’s vast health care 
system is being led by an acting 
undersecretary of health, and the 
job of undersecretary of benefits 
has been without a permanent 
leader since October 2015. On 
Feb. 22, Trump nominated long¬ 
time management consultant 
Paul Lawrence to take over as 
undersecretary of benefits, but 
Lawrence has yet to face senators 
at a confirmation hearing. 

“This vacuum makes it more 
important that the person at the 
helm right now is someone who 
knows the VA and what needs to 
be done,” Chenelly said. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Missing GI is found 
back at Fort Bragg 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

A Fort Bragg soldier who was 
listed as AWOL for more than a 
week was found Monday near the 
Army post in Fayetteville, N.C., 
local police said. 

Army Sgt. Carl Seeman, 25, 
was returned to his family after 
detectives located him in Fay¬ 
etteville’s Yadkin Road corridor, 
within 2 miles of Fort Bragg, in 
the early morning hours of Mon¬ 
day, according to police. The sol¬ 
dier was found near the Walmart 
parking lot where his truck was 
discovered with his cellphone left 
inside on March 26, the day a fel¬ 
low soldier reported him missing 
after he failed to return to his on- 
post barracks. A police spokes¬ 
man declined further comment 
Tuesday about the case. 

Seeman has been stationed at 
Fort Bragg since 2015. With more 
than 52,000 active-duty soldiers, 
the post is the U.S. military’s 
largest base, home to the 82nd 
Airborne Division and much of 
the Army’s special operations 
community. 

It remains unclear what led to 
Seeman’s disappearance, though 
police have said since early in the 
investigation foul play was not 
suspected. 

Seeman’s mother, who used 
social media to request help 
finding her son, expressed relief 
that he had been found, but she 
declined to comment about the 
circumstances. 

“My main goal right now is to 
be with Carl and to respect his 
privacy,” she wrote via Face- 
book. “I appreciate all help the 
media has done to help me find 
my son.” 

Seeman, a cannon crewmem¬ 
ber, had returned to Fort Bragg 
on Tuesday, said Lt. Col. Joe Buc- 
cino, a spokesman for the 82nd 
Airborne Division. It was not im¬ 
mediately clear what, if any, pun¬ 
ishment Seeman would face for 
his time missing. 

“We are relieved that our para¬ 
trooper has been located and is 
safe,” Buccino said in a state¬ 
ment. “The most urgent matter 
— his safety — has been satisfac¬ 
torily resolved.” 

Buccino said his chain of com¬ 
mand would look into the incident 
and consider “the entire spec¬ 
trum of circumstances involved 
here” before moving forward. 

Seeman is assigned to the 82nd 
Airborne’s 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, which has left Fort Bragg 
for a training rotation at the Joint 
Readiness Training Center at 
Fort Polk, La., since Seeman went 
missing. 

Buccino said the Army had yet 
to determine if it would send See¬ 
man to JRTC to join his unit to 
train. 

Missing a major training rota¬ 
tion could lead to more extensive 
criminal charges than a typical 
AWOL case. 

Under Article 87 of the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, soldiers 
can be charged with “missing 
movement through design” or 


“missing movement through ne¬ 
glect” if they are AWOL when 
their unit deploys, including for a 
training rotation. 

“Missing movement through 
design,” meaning an attempt to 
avoid training or deployment on 
purpose, includes a maximum 
punishment of a dishonorable 
discharge, forfeiture of all pay 
and allowances, reduction to the 
lowest enlisted grade and con¬ 
finement for two years. 

“Missing movement through 
neglect” carries a maximum pen¬ 
alty of a bad-conduct discharge, 
forfeiture of all pay and allow¬ 
ances, reduction to the lowest en¬ 
listed grade and confinement for 
one year. 

AWOL cases are relatively com¬ 
mon in the military and rarely 
result in maximum punishments, 
said Eric Carpenter, a former 
Army prosecutor and defense at¬ 
torney who teaches law at Florida 
International University. 

If charges are brought against 
Seeman, he could face anything 
from minor, nonjudicial punish¬ 
ment to a felony-level general 
court-martial, Carpenter said. 

Often, soldiers facing similar 
charges to those Seeman could 
face are separated from service 
and sent to a low-level summary 
court-martial, which can impose 
a maximum of 30 days’ confine¬ 
ment, Carpenter said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Va. governor OKs paying 'Norfolk Four' $3.5M 


By Logan Bogert 

Capital News Service 

RICHMOND, Va.—Gov. RalphNortham 
signed legislation to provide nearly $3.5 
million in compensation to the “Norfolk 
Four,” the U.S. Navy sailors who were 
wrongfully convicted and imprisoned for a 
1997 rape and murder. 

Northam last week signed identical 
House and Senate bills to compensate 
Danial Williams, Joseph Dick, Derek 
Tice and Eric Wilson, who were wrongly 
convicted in 1999 of raping and killing 18- 
year-old Michelle Bosko. 

Under the legislation, Williams will re¬ 
ceive $895,299; Dick, $875,845; Wilson, 
$866,456; and Tice, $858,704. 

On Thursday, Northam signed the mea¬ 


sures containing the compensation package 
— Senate Bill 772, proposed by Sen. Scott 
Surovell, D-Fairfax, and House Bill 762, 
proposed by Del. Chris Jones, R-Suffolk. 

The legislation notes that the “Norfolk 
Four” defendants “spent nearly four de¬ 
cades in prison collectively for crimes they 
did not commit, and another collective 
30 years after release from prison under 
highly restrictive parole and sex offender 
registry conditions that imposed onerous 
barriers to their reentry to society.” 

The four men were “imprisoned and 
experienced assaults and other horrific 
experiences during the imprisonment that 
irreparably broke them in a manner that 
no time or money will ever fix,” according 
to the legislation. 

The defendants were convicted because 


of their coerced confessions, even though 
the real rapist and murderer, Omar Bal¬ 
lard, confessed in 1999 to committing the 
crime alone and his DNA was found at the 
crime scene, bills state. 

Ballard is an inmate at Sussex II State 
Prison and serving two life terms plus 
42 years for capital murder, two rapes, 
two counts of malicious wounding, and 
abduction. 

In 2009, then-Gov. Tim Kaine granted 
conditional pardons to Williams, Dick and 
Tice. That action ended their sentences, 
but the men remained on the sex offender 
registry. Wilson had already been released 
from prison in 2005 after serving more 
than eight years behind bars. 

A decade after their convictions, U.S. 
District Judge John Gibney dismissed the 


convictions of Dick and Williams. 

“Considering the evolution of their ad¬ 
missions, their subsequent recantation 
and the other physical evidence, the ad¬ 
missions of guilt by Williams, Dick and 
Tice are far from convincing,” Gibney’s 
decision stated. “Any reasonable juror con¬ 
sidering all of the evidence would harbor 
reasonable doubt as to whether Williams, 
Dick, or anyone else, was with Ballard in 
Bosko’s apartment.” 

In March 2017, then-Gov. Terry McAu- 
liffe granted the “Norfolk Four” uncondi¬ 
tional pardons, fully restoring their civil 
rights. However, the legislation signed by 
Northam states that “all four men have 
struggled to rebuild their lives and have 
lived vastly reduced lives due to the strong 
stigma of their wrongful convictions.” 



Leila and Bradley Kinser pose with their turtle in a 2016 Facebook 
photo. The Kinsers were found dead in Vicenza, Italy, in a suspected 
murder-suicide. 


Couple found dead in 
Vicenza are identified 


Dem senators: Pentagon can’t 
transfer funding to border wall 


By Seung Min Kim 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Two power¬ 
ful Democratic senators asserted 
Monday that the Pentagon has no 
power to reroute federal fund¬ 
ing to President Donald Trump’s 
prized border wall after Trump 
began privately pressuring the 
military to delegate money to¬ 
ward construction of the barrier 
he had repeatedly promised dur¬ 
ing his 2016 campaign. 

Sens. Richard Durbin, of Illi¬ 
nois, and Jack Reed, of Rhode Is¬ 
land, wrote to Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis on Monday, asking the 
Pentagon whether it believes it 
can transfer defense funding to 
Trump’s border wall. But the two 
Democrats made clear that they 
believe such a move would be ille¬ 
gal while wasting money set aside 
for other, more pressing military 
needs. 

“Such a controversial move 
could only be funded by cutting 
other vital priorities for our ser¬ 


vice members, mere weeks after 
the Department communicated 
its needs to the Senate Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
during omnibus appropriation 
negotiations,” Durbin and Reed 
wrote to Mattis. 

They added that after review¬ 
ing appropriations law, “we con¬ 
clude that the Department of 
Defense has no legal authority, 
with or without a reprogramming 
request, to use appropriated funds 
for the construction of a border 
wall.” The Pentagon secured 
about $700 billion in the spending 
package that Trump reluctantly 
signed into law last month. 

Durbin is the top Democrat on 
the Senate panel overseeing Pen¬ 
tagon funding, while Reed is the 
ranking Democrat on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

The Washington Post reported 
last month on Trump’s conver¬ 
sations with advisers and with 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, R- 
Wis., and detailed the president’s 
private suggestions that the De¬ 


fense Department could fund the 
border wall by citing a “national 
security” risk. 

But Congress maintains au¬ 
thority over how federal agencies 
spend money, and officials at the 
Pentagon have said that it cannot 
use its money for Trump’s border 
wall absent congressional action. 

Trump’s continued demand for 
border wall funding stems from 
the battle last month over funding 
the government, during which 
the administration secured $1.6 
billion for his signature project. 
That is far less than the $25 bil¬ 
lion the president sought, and it 
allowed only for “operationally 
effective designs” that had been 
already deployed as of May 2017. 

The president was so incensed 
by the lack of funding for his bor¬ 
der wall, among other issues with 
the omnibus spending measure, 
that he briefly threatened to veto 
the $1.3 trillion bill, which will 
keep federal government opera¬ 
tions running until the end of the 
fiscal year on Sept. 30. 


5 US Marines fined over bar tab dispute 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A couple 
found dead in a suspected mur¬ 
der-suicide on Monday have been 
identified as a retired U.S. Army 
major and his Russia-born wife. 

Maj. Bradley Kinser, formerly 
a strategic intelligence research 
officer for U.S. Army Africa who 
retired in 2015, was found dead 
by local authorities in the bath¬ 
room of his home near Vicenza. 

His wife, Leila, was found dead 
in the couple’s bedroom, accord¬ 
ing to Italian media reports, and 
had apparently been killed either 
by strangulation or suffocation. 

Italian Carabiniere investigat¬ 
ing the deaths said it appeared 
that Kinser had killed his wife, 
then slit his own throat, Ital¬ 
ian media reported. Investiga¬ 
tors found a note with the word 
“Sorry,” the shape of a heart and 
the letter U written in blood and 
stuck on the bedroom door, ac¬ 
cording to Italian media. 


The couple were in their late 
30s or early 40s. 

The deaths were discovered 
after friends who were aware 
that Kinser was suffering from 
depression, including a Caserma 
Ederle chaplain, alerted authori¬ 
ties that they had not answered 
phone calls. 

Kinser had served in Iraq and 
had lived in Poland, according to 
a Facebook page. Since his retire¬ 
ment, Kinser had been working as 
a contractor for Inverness Tech¬ 
nologies Inc. to provide “Soldier 
for Life-Transition Assistance 
Program” services in support 
of the Army Human Resources 
Command, authorities said. 

Leila Kinser’s Facebook page 
showed numerous photos of her 
pet turtle, Mashka. A post on the 
page that went up at 8:51 p.m. 
Saturday said, “I don’t have any 
more my Mashka I want to die.” 

It was tagged “Leila Kinser is 
with Mashka Kinser.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 


Associated Press 

BUCHAREST, Romania—Ro¬ 
manian police have questioned 
seven U.S. Navy sailors based in 
Romania over an altercation in a 
bar and fined five of them. 

Police spokeswoman Mihaela 
Gird said officers were called 
after the sailors left a bar in 


Associated Press 

MOGADISHU, Somalia — The 
U.S. military announced Sunday 
that it launched an airstrike that 
killed five extremist militants in 
central Somalia. 

The U.S. Africa Command 
confirmed to The Associated 
Press that the airstrike was near 


southern Romania where they al¬ 
legedly refused to pay for drinks 
early Sunday. 

Gird said Monday that the 
Americans “were noisy, and 
measures were taken to calm the 
tense situation.” 

The sailors are based at a U.S. 
missile defense site in the south- 


El-Bur. 

The U.S. said it assessed that 
no civilians were killed in the 
airstrike. 

Two Somali intelligence offi¬ 
cials told the AP on Sunday that 
the airstrike targeted a vehicle 
carrying senior al-Shabab of¬ 
ficials and the dead included a 


ern Romanian town of Deveselu. 

A local police spokesman said 
five sailors were collectively 
fined $874. 

The U.S. Navy said a total of 
seven sailors were involved and 
all were released. The Navy 
said it is conducting an internal 
investigation. 


woman. The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity for their 
security. 

The U.S. has carried out more 
than a dozen drone strikes against 
al-Shabab since last year after the 
Trump administration approved 
expanded military efforts against 
the extremist group. 


US airstrike kills 5 militants in Somalia 
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Border: Trump tweets warn Mexico 
to halt the passage of ‘big caravans’ 



Felix Marquez/AP 


Dozens of Central American migrants traveling with the “Stations of the Cross” 
caravan sleep at a sports club in Matias Romero, Oaxaca State, Mexico, on Tuesday. 


FROM PAGE 1 

effort to increase security and surveil¬ 
lance. The operation used the National 
Guard to assist border patrol with non-law 
enforcement duties while additional bor¬ 
der agents were hired and trained. 

The number declined during the second 
year to about 3,000. 

Over the two years, about 29,000 Nation¬ 
al Guard forces participated in the mis¬ 
sions as forces rotated in and out. 

The Guard members were used for sur¬ 
veillance, communications, administrative 
support, intelligence, analysis and, in some 
cases, the installation of border security 
infrastructure. Over the two years, more 
than 30 miles of fencing and 13 miles of 
road were built, and more than 86 miles of 
vehicle barriers were installed. 

Active-duty U.S. troops were not used 
for the operation since there are prohibi¬ 
tions on using so-called Title 10 troops for 
law enforcement and similar duties within 
the United States 

Trump’s announcement came on a day 
administration officials said they’re craft¬ 
ing a new legislative package aimed at 
closing immigration “loopholes.” Trump 
has called on Republican lawmakers to 
immediately pass a border bill using the 


“Nuclear Option if necessary” to muscle it 
through. 

“The big Caravan of People from Hon¬ 
duras, now coming across Mexico and 
heading to our ‘Weak Laws’ Border, had 
better be stopped before it gets there. Cash 
cow NAFTA is in play, as is foreign aid to 
Honduras and the countries that allow this 
to happen. Congress MUST ACT NOW!” 
Trump tweeted at daybreak Tuesday. The 
president also tweeted about “caravans” 
on Sunday and Monday. 

The president has been tweeting about 
immigration and the border for the last few 
days, declaring protections for so-called 
Dreamer immigrants “dead,” accusing 
Democrats of allowing “open borders, 
drugs and crime” and warning Mexico 
to halt the passage of “caravans” of im¬ 
migrants or risk U.S. abandonment of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement. 

Trump has been seething since realiz¬ 
ing the major spending bill he signed last 
month barely funds the border wall he 
has promised supporters. The $1.3 tril¬ 
lion funding package included $1.6 billion 
in border wall spending, but much of that 
money can be used only to repair existing 
segments, not to build new sections. 

Among the new measures the admin¬ 


istration is pursuing is ending special 
safeguards that prevent the immediate de¬ 
portation of children arrested at the border 
and traveling alone. Under current law, un¬ 
accompanied children from countries that 
don’t border the U.S. are turned over to the 
Department of Health and Human Servic¬ 
es and undergo often lengthy deportation 
proceedings before an immigration judge 
instead of being deported. 

About 1,100 migrants, many from Hon¬ 


duras, have been marching along roadsides 
and train tracks in the southern Mexican 
state of Oaxaca. 

Individuals in the caravans often try to 
reach the U.S. border but usually not as 
part of the caravan. The caravans typically 
don’t proceed much farther north than the 
Gulf Coast state of Veracruz. The current 
march is scheduled to end this month with 
a conference on migration issues in the 
central Mexican state of Puebla. 


Baltic leaders push for more military aid on Russian border 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — The 
leaders of the three Baltic states 
were expected to press Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday 
for more U.S. military support 
to defend NATO’s borders with 
Russia, where some allies are con¬ 
cerned about Moscow’s military 
advantage. 

“It is important that (U.S. 
troops) are here on a perma¬ 
nent rotational basis in all Bal¬ 
tic states,” Lithuanian President 
Dalia Grybauskaite told local re¬ 
porters ahead of her visit to the 
White House. 

In addition to more troops, the 
Baltic leaders also are expected 
to seek more frequent rotations 
of Patriot missile batteries for 
exercises. 

Trump made the case to the 
leaders Tuesday that the U.S. was 
“very tough on Russia,” pointing to 
U.S. support for increased defense 


spending by NATO countries as 
a check on Moscow’s aggression, 
The Associated Press reported. 

The meeting comes at a time 
of enormous tension between the 
West and Russia. During the past 
two weeks, more than 150 Rus¬ 
sian diplomats have been expelled 
from about countries in response 
to allegations that Moscow was re¬ 
sponsible for a nerve agent attack 
on a former Russian spy in the 
United Kingdom. 

Still, in places such as the Bal¬ 
tics, there remains uncertainty 
about Trump’s approach to Rus¬ 
sia. On the one hand, the U.S. has 
increased its military presence in 
Europe during Trump’s first year 
in office, showing no sign that it 
is seeking to reduce its support to 
NATO as some critics had feared. 
At the same time, Trump’s rheto¬ 
ric toward Russia and President 
Vladimir Putin has been concilia¬ 
tory, which has been a source of 
consternation among some allies. 

Nonetheless, despite Trump’s 


repeated statements about a desire 
for warmer ties with Moscow, re¬ 
lations remain at a post-Cold War 
low. The risks of confrontation are 
growing, some analysts say. 

“The risk of escalation sparking 
a wider conflict — deliberately, 
inadvertently, or accidentally 
— between Russia and NATO is 
dangerously high. This is particu¬ 
larly the case in the Baltics,” said 
analyst Ulrich Kuhn in a new re¬ 
port for the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. 

During the past year, NATO has 
added multinational battlegroups 
in each of the Baltic states and 
Poland in an effort to deter any 
possible Russian aggression. Still, 
numerous think tanks have ar¬ 
gued that more robust moves are 
needed to blunt any possible Rus¬ 
sian assault given Moscow’s much 
larger force positioned on the op¬ 
posite side of NATO’s border. 

The imbalance has been a par¬ 
ticular source of worry in NATO 
countries positioned in Russia’s 


territorial shadow. 

“I hope that the United States 
and other allies understand that 
the airspace of the Baltic states 
must be better protected and de¬ 
fended,” Grybauskaite said on 
public radio this week. 

During the past year, Baltic 
leaders have called for Patriot 
missile defense systems to be de¬ 
ployed to the region on a perma¬ 
nent basis. 

Moscow denies having any ter¬ 
ritorial designs against NATO na¬ 
tions in the Baltics or anywhere 
else, and any possible decision to 
enhance military operations in 
the region will require a delicate 
balance. 

“If NATO underestimates the 
threat Russia poses, the alliance 
may give Moscow reason to test its 
resolve — perhaps even by using 
military force,” wrote Kuhn. 
“Conversely, if NATO overesti¬ 
mates the threat emanating from 
Russia, its well-intentioned defen¬ 
sive measures may lead to a secu¬ 


rity dilemma that precipitates an 
arms race and ultimately under¬ 
mines alliance unity.” 

The Carnegie report, released 
March 28, recommends that the 
U.S. send an additional battalion to 
the Baltics, where it would split up 
on border patrols while avoiding 
larger deployments that would be 
viewed by some allies as a provo¬ 
cation toward Russia. 

The right force mix for the 
Baltics has been debated nonstop 
since Russia’s 2014 intervention in 
Ukraine sparked concerns about 
vulnerabilities in NATO’s east. 
Some analysts have called for U.S. 
Army brigades to be stationed in 
the Baltics to ensure the region 
wouldn’t quickly be overrun in 
the event of an attack. Other mili¬ 
tary theorists argue that such re¬ 
inforcements are pointless given 
Russia’s huge geographic advan¬ 
tage around the Baltics. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Teachers defiant in 
Okla. and Kentucky 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


Teachers from across Kentucky gather outside the state Capitol to 
rally for increased funding and to protest changes to their state- 
funded pension system on Monday in Frankfort, Ky. 


By Sean Murphy 
and Bruce Schreiner 

Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Hun¬ 
dreds of teachers crammed into 
the Oklahoma Capitol for a second 
day Tuesday to press demands for 
additional handing for the state’s 
public schools, and many of those 
schools remained closed amid 
a rebellion that has hit several 
Republican-led states across the 
country. 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin 
signed legislation last week grant¬ 
ing 15 to 18 percent higher salaries 
to teachers. But some educators 
—who haven’t seen a pay increase 
in 10 years — say that isn’t good 
enough and walked out. 

“If I didn’t have a second job, 
I’d be on food stamps,” said Rae 
Lovelace, a single mom and a 
third-grade teacher at Leedey 
Public Schools in northwest Okla¬ 
homa who works 30 to 40 hours a 
week at a second job teaching on- 


SACR AMENTO, Calif.—Video 
shown Monday that was taken 
by a dashboard camera inside a 
sheriff’s vehicle shows it hitting a 
protester and driving away — the 
latest flashpoint following the fatal 
police shooting of an unarmed 
black man in Sacramento. 

The law enforcement official 
behind the wheel likely didn’t 
know he hit someone, Sheriff 
Scott Jones said at a news confer¬ 
ence where the video was shown, 
noting that he hasn’t spoken to the 
driver, whose name has not been 
released. The Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment said the woman who was hit 
had minor injuries. The California 
Highway Patrol is investigating. 

The woman, Wanda Cleveland, 
61, is considering her legal op¬ 
tions, her attorney, Mark Reichel, 
said in a statement. 

The demonstration Saturday 
night followed two weeks of pro¬ 


line courses for a charter school. 

Oklahoma’s three largest school 
districts — Oklahoma City, Tulsa 
and Edmond — remained closed 
Tuesday to honor the walkout. 
Some schools are offering free 
meals to students aged 18 or 
younger, while various churches, 
faith organizations and chari¬ 
table agencies are providing free 
day care services. Spring break 
was last week in many Oklahoma 
districts. 

Fallin warned Monday that the 
state budget is tight and there are 
other critical needs besides educa¬ 
tion. “We must be responsible not 
to neglect other areas of need in 
the state, such as corrections and 
health and human services, as we 
continue to consider additional 
education funding measures,” the 
Republican said. 

But Democratic lawmaker Col¬ 
lin Walke said teachers should 
keep up the pressure. Two sepa¬ 
rate bills pending in the Legisla¬ 
ture to expand tribal gambling 


man by police on March 18. 

tests over the March 18 death of 
Stephon Clark, 22, who was shot 
by Sacramento police responding 
to a call of someone breaking car 
windows. 


and eliminate the income tax 
deduction for capital gains could 
generate more tlian $100 million 
in additional funding each year. 

“I think the Republican strat¬ 
egy is to wait the teachers out,” 
Walke said. 

In Frankfort, Ky., teachers and 
other school employees chanted, 
“Stop the war on public educa¬ 
tion” during a rally at the Capitol 
on Monday. 

“We’re madder than hornets, 


Police said they thought he had 
a gun, but only a cellphone was 
found nearby after the shooting. 

Protesters gathered outside a 
sheriff’s facility Saturday because 


and the hornets are swarming 
today,” said Claudette Green, a re¬ 
tired teacher and principal. 

Schools across Kentucky were 
closed, due either to spring break 
or to allow teachers and other 
school employees to attend the 
rally. 

Amid a chorus of chants from 
teachers, Kentucky lawmakers 
considered a new state budget that 
includes higher spending for pub¬ 
lic education. 


a department helicopter had 
helped police pursue Clark. 

Jones took a defiant tone when 
describing the collision and 
blamed “paid protesters” for caus¬ 
ing chaos at the scene. 

“There’s still much aggression 
along the driver’s side of the unit,” 
Jones said as he narrated the 
video at the news conference. He 
said that just before the car struck 
the protester, “the female protest¬ 
er chose this moment to bring her 
protest in between the vehicles.” 

Jones, a Republican up for re- 
election, didn’t release the video 
publicly. 

Reichel disputed that charac¬ 
terization and said Cleveland is a 
longtime Sacramento resident and 
activist, not a paid protester. 

“It is not possible that the officer 
did not see her,” the lawyer said. 
“It appears from all evidence that 
he hit her intentionally. He drove 
away from an injured woman 
intentionally.” 


EPA easing 

emissions 

standards 

Associated Press 

Environmental regulators an¬ 
nounced Monday they will ease 
emissions standards for cars and 
trucks, saying that a timeline 
put in place by President Barack 
Obama was not appropriate and 
set standards “too high.” 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency said it completed a re¬ 
view that will affect vehicles for 
model years 2022-25, but it did not 
specify details on new standards, 
which it said would be forthcom¬ 
ing. Current regulations from the 
EPA require the fleet of new ve¬ 
hicles to get 36 miles per gallon in 
real-world driving by 2025. That’s 
about 10 mpg over the existing 
standard. 

The agency said in its decision 
that the regulation set under the 
Obama administration “presents 
challenges for auto manufactur¬ 
ers due to feasibility and practi¬ 
cability, raises potential concerns 
related to automobile safety and 
results in significant additional 
costs on consumers, especially 
low-income consumers.” 

The EPA, in partnership with 
the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, will work 
to come up with new standards. 

Automakers applauded Mon¬ 
day’s decision, arguing that the 
current requirements would have 
cost the industry billions of dol¬ 
lars and raised vehicle prices due 
to the cost of developing the neces¬ 
sary technology. 

“This was the right decision, 
and we support the Administra¬ 
tion for pursuing a data-driven 
effort and a single national pro¬ 
gram as it works to finalize future 
standards,” Gloria Bergquist, vice 
president, communications and 
public affairs for the Alliance of 
Automobile Manufacturers, said 
in a statement. “We appreciate 
that the Administration is work¬ 
ing to find a way to both increase 
fuel economy standards and keep 
new vehicles affordable to more 
Americans.” 

Environmentalists warned the 
rollbacks will make U.S. cars more 
expensive to fill up. “No one in 
America is eager to buy a car that 
gets worse gas mileage and spews 
more pollution from its tailpipe,” 
said Fred Krupp, president of the 
Environmental Defense Fund. 


Dashcam video shows patrol car hit Calif, protester 


By Sophia Bollag 

Associated Press 



Courtesy of Guy Danilowitz/AP 


In this photo taken from video, a woman is struck Saturday night by 
a Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department patrol vehicle during a 
demonstration in California over the shooting of an unarmed black 


Video shows white officer beating, choking black jaywalking suspect 


The Washington Post 

Johnnie Rush was just trying to 
get home from a long shift at the 
Cracker Barrel last August. 

Then he got stopped for jay¬ 
walking — an encounter with the 
Asheville Police Department in 
North Carolina that ultimately left 
Rush with a bloodied face after 
an officer punched him multiple 
times, Tasered him and put him in 
a chokehold on the ground. 

On Monday, the City of Asheville 
released nine videos from the offi¬ 
cers’ body-worn cameras showing 
the encounter and ensuing assault 
from various angles while Rush 


screamed, “I can’t breathe,” and 
“Help!” 

The officer who repeatedly 
struck Rush in the head, Chris¬ 
topher Hickman, resigned from 
the APD in January just before he 
was terminated for violating the 
use-of-force policy, according to 
city officials. 

He was charged in March with 
felony assault by strangulation 
and misdemeanor assault inflict¬ 
ing serious injury and communi¬ 
cating threats. 

His lawyer said he would be 
going to trial and that a jury will 
acquit him. 


Though the incident happened in 
August, it wasn’t until a portion of 
the body-cam footage was leaked 
to the Asheville Citizen-Times on 
Feb. 28 that the fallout escalated. 
Asheville City Manager Gary 
Jackson was removed from his 
post by the City Council in March 
following calls for him to leave of¬ 
fice from community groups such 
as Black Lives Matter. 

“Black Lives Matter is pretty 
much fed up with people making 
excuses for the blatant anti-black 
racism practices in this city,” Sha¬ 
ron Smith, of the local BLM chap¬ 
ter, said at a March City Council 


meeting, according to the Ashe¬ 
ville Citizen-Times. “We demand 
it stop immediately, beginning 
with the city officials who have 
obviously abused their authority.” 

Verino Ruggerio, a police offi¬ 
cer in training, was “immediately 
reassigned to another training 
officer and has given every indi¬ 
cation that he understands that 
Hickman’s actions were wholly 
unacceptable and not up to the 
standards of a modem, commu¬ 
nity-oriented police agency,” the 
city said. 

Hickman was charged with the 
felony and misdemeanor assault 


cases on March 9. 

Attorney Thomas Amburgey 
said in a statement following Hick¬ 
man’s court appearance Monday, 
according to the Citizen-Times: “I 
am confident that when a fair and 
impartial jury hears the whole 
story that Mr. Hickman will be ac¬ 
quitted. Any notion that my client 
had any criminal intent to harm 
Mr. Rush is without basis.” 

The charges against Rush — 
impeding traffic, trespassing, as¬ 
sault on a government official and 
resisting a public officer — were 
ultimately dropped last fall. 
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Atypical terrorism 
case ends with 
20-year sentence 



By Eric Tucker 
and Sadie Gurman 

Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — It was July 
2015 when the FBI, scrambling 
to contain a surge in Islamic 
State propaganda, first visited an 
Egyptian-American newspaper 
deliveryman in Maryland. 

Agents needed to ask Mohamed 
Elshinawy why his phone number 
had surfaced in an investigation 
involving ISIS extremists and 
how he came to receive a $1,000 
Western Union transaction from 
Egypt. 

During hours of 
questioning, Elshi¬ 
nawy first sug¬ 
gested the money 
was from his 
mother. Next, he 
said it was for an 
iPhone purchase 
for a friend. After 
being reminded it 
was a crime to lie 
to federal agents, 
he proceeded to 
tell a whole new 
story — that he had 
indeed received 
money from ISIS 
but that he was ac¬ 
tually scamming 
the group instead of 
planning an attack. 

It was a piv¬ 
otal moment in a 
monthslong FBI 
investigation. 

Elshinawy was sen¬ 
tenced Friday to 20 
years in prison on 
terrorism-related 
charges. 

The investigation stretched 
from a modest townhome north¬ 
east of Baltimore across multiple 
continents, unveiled a shadowy 
network of illicit payments and 
shell companies and revealed 
a direct link to an ISIS hacker 
killed in Syria just before Elshi- 
nawy’s arrest. It also had a chill¬ 
ing twist: Officials say that among 
the roughly 150 ISIS-linked cases 
U.S. authorities have brought 
since 2014, this is the only pros¬ 
ecution they’re aware of in which 
money was transmitted from ISIS 
group operatives abroad to some¬ 
one in the U.S. 


Law enforcement officials in¬ 
volved in the case spoke to The 
Associated Press about it in de¬ 
tail, recounting a high-intensity 
investigation that required con¬ 
stant surveillance, the scouring 
of money transfers and concern 
that money sent to Elshinawy 
would fund an attack. 

Brian Nadeau, a Baltimore FBI 
assistant special agent in charge, 
said the case raised a lot of red 
flags. “Why is the money com¬ 
ing this way? Who is this person? 
What level are they at?” he said. 
The FBI, he said, “can’t let some¬ 
one who’s receiving 
ISIS money be out 
running around. 
Who knows if we’re 
in the middle of it, 
the beginning of it, 
the end, and what 
their plan is?” 

Elshinawy’s law¬ 
yers didn’t return 
messages seeking 
comment, but they 
have argued that 
his social media and 
other communica¬ 
tions — such as his 
claim that he was an 
ISIS soldier and was 
committed to violent 
jihad — were pro¬ 
tected by the First 
Amendment, were 
not directed by ISIS 
and were merely 
aspirational. 

Under a plea 
agreement, Elshi¬ 
nawy admitted to 
conspiring with 
ISIS, but he defend¬ 
ed himself at his 
sentencing hearing, saying, “I am 
not a terrorist,” according to the 
Baltimore Sun. 

It’s not clear how close Elshi¬ 
nawy came to an attack, though 
FBI officials said they believed 
the threat of violence was real. 
Elshinawy’s lawyers said in a 
sentencing memorandum that he 
was provided little to no specific 
direction, though Elshinawy told 
authorities he was given multiple 
options for violence, including a 
suicide bombing and images of 
individuals who were potential 
targets, court papers say. 

ISIS generally doesn’t need to 


fund attacks in the U.S. given the 
inexpensive nature of the violence 
it advocates and its reliance on 
social media to motivate follow¬ 
ers. But officials believe jihadis 
exploited a personal connection: 
A childhood friend of Elshinawy’s 
from Egypt who joined ISIS in 
Syria communicated with him on 
social media and encouraged him 
to pledge allegiance to the group. 

His technological know-how 
and skill in covering his electron¬ 
ic tracks — he used encrypted 
communications applications 
and proxy servers — likely made 
Elshinawy a natural conduit, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Elshinawy received nearly 
$9,000 in money transfers, includ¬ 
ing through PayPal accounts, and 
used the funds for phones, a lap¬ 
top and a virtual private network 
for communication with militants 
overseas. The funds, disguised as 
money for printers, were routed 
through a web of wire transfers. 
Much of it came from a United 
Kingdom-based IT company run 
by Siful Sujan, an ISIS computer 
hacker killed in December 2015 
airstrikes in Syria. 

“I think they thought they 
were going to just have a run- 
of-the-mill ISIS case, and when 


they peeled back the onion, they 
realized that [Elshinawy] was a 
key node,” said Seamus Hughes, 
deputy director of George Wash¬ 
ington University’s Program 
on Extremism, who has written 
about the case. 

The FBI’s first interview with 
Elshinawy came weeks after an 
attempted rampage at a Prophet 
Mohammed cartoon contest in 
Texas and one day after shoot¬ 
ings at military facilities in 
Tennessee. 

Officials said he deflected 
questions about the money trans¬ 
fer with answers they knew were 
untruthful. At one point, he pulled 
out an iPhone to display a Face- 
book conversation in Arabic. The 
English translation he provided 
was clearly improvised, an FBI 
official said. 

After several hours, he admit¬ 
ted under pressure to receiving 
the money from ISIS but said he 
was scamming the group because 
he never intended to commit vio¬ 
lence, officials said. He said his 
cleverness should be rewarded 
and that he should be hired by 
the FBI to help untangle the ISIS 
money network, officials say. 

The interviews continued 
over several weeks, and the re¬ 


sults from search warrants and 
subpoenas yielded insights that 
alarmed officials further. 

Elshinawy had pledged alle¬ 
giance to ISIS in February 2015, 
and in conversations with his 
friend, he pronounced himself 
ready for jihad and asked for ad¬ 
vice in bomb-making, court pa¬ 
pers say. 

He responded to the unrest in 
Baltimore that followed the death 
of Freddie Gray by praising vio¬ 
lence against police. And, the 
FBI says, he attempted to recruit 
a brother in Saudi Arabia to join 
ISIS. 

Elshinawy has been in custody 
since his December 2015 arrest. 

Agents searching his home 
found a box of articles about ISIS 
attacks. His laptop held an image 
of a severed head next to an ISIS 
flag, and he accessed on his phone 
images of government buildings 
in Baltimore that officials believe 
were potential targets. 

“If this turned out to be suc¬ 
cessful,” said Hughes, “it would 
be a whole different way of look¬ 
ing at ISIS’ external operations in 
the U.S.” 


'l think they 
thought they 
were going 
to just have a 
run-of-the-mill 
ISIS case, 
and when 
they peeled 
back the 
onion, they 
realized that 
[Elshinawy] 
was a key 
node . f 

Seamus Hughes 

George Washington 
University’s Program 
on Extremism 
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Rubio condemned for gun control 'hypocrisy' 


By Ashraf Khalil 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It was one 
week after the fatal shootings at 
a Parkland, Fla., high school, and 
Republican Sen. Marco Rubio was 
looking to show solidarity with an 
angry crowd of parents and stu¬ 
dents in his home state. He told 
them — and a national television 
audience — that 18-year-olds 
should not be able to buy a rifle 
and said, “I will support a law that 
takes that right away.” 

About 1,000 miles north, Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia officials could 
only shake their heads in disbe¬ 
lief. The city already had a law 
barring 18-year-olds from buy¬ 
ing rifles, yet Rubio was the main 
senator pushing legislation to end 
that ban, as well as Washington’s 
prohibition of assault weapons. 

“Rubio’s gun bill should be a 
public embarrassment as well as a 
personal embarrassment to him,” 
said Eleanor Holmes Norton, 
Washington’s nonvoting delegate 
in Congress. 

Gun control has long been a 


sore point in relations between of¬ 
ficials in this heavily Democratic 
city, home to some of the nation’s 
toughest gun control laws, and Re¬ 
publicans, who as the congressio¬ 
nal majority have power over the 
District’s laws. 

The strong feelings have inten¬ 
sified with the nation at a cross¬ 
roads moment in the gun control 
debate after the Feb. 14 shootings 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School and a subsequent 
“March for Our Lives” gun con¬ 
trol rally in Washington. 

Rubio, in particular, is seen as 
the villain. City officials accuse 
him of playing cynical political 
games with the lives of Washing¬ 
ton residents to curry favor with 
the National Rifle Association. 

Following the town hall, Wash¬ 
ington Mayor Muriel Bowser chal¬ 
lenged Rubio to withdraw his bill. 
Rubio sent her a letter saying that 
he and Bowser “share a common 
goal” and that his bill seeks only 
to bring Washington “in line with 
federal law.” If federal law chang¬ 
es — which Rubio said is his goal 


— then Washington’s laws would 
change as well. 

Bowser, a Democrat, posted the 
letter on Twitter with her hand¬ 
written notes and objections writ¬ 
ten in the margins. Those notes 
include Bowser calling Rubio’s 
stance “the 
epitome of 
hypocrisy.” 

“He’s just 
using it to 
boost his 
NRA score,” 
Bowser said 
in an inter¬ 
view with 
The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 
“What we 
think Marco Rubio should be fo¬ 
cused on is his job.” 

Asked for comment by the AP, 
Rubio staffers responded by pro¬ 
viding the Rubio letter that Bows¬ 
er had posted. 

Rubio introduced the bill, 
known as the Second Amend¬ 
ment Enforcement Act, in 2015 
and again in 2017. According to 


the NRA website, Rubio has an A- 
plus rating. Among its list of Rubio 
accomplishments is that he “spon¬ 
sored legislation that would re¬ 
peal Washington’s draconian gun 
control laws and restore the right 
of self-defense to law-abiding indi¬ 
viduals in our nation’s capital.” 

Norton said she’s been fighting 
off similar bills in Congress for 
years. Another one, sponsored by 
Virginia Republican Tom Gar¬ 
rett, exists in the House. Neither 
of them has much chance of pass¬ 
ing because the Republican ma¬ 
jorities in Congress wouldn’t hold 
together on such a divisive issue, 
she said. 

“The worst part is why he did it. 
Why would a senator from Florida 
take on this issue?” Norton asked. 
“He’s coming back every year for 
his NRA payoff.” 

According to public records, 
Rubio received just under $10,000 
directly from the NRA during the 
2016 election. However, the non¬ 
partisan Center for Responsive 
Politics, which combines direct 
contributions from the NRA with 
contributions from like-minded 


affiliates, super PACs and money 
spent on campaign ads on behalf 
of the candidate, estimates that 
Rubio has received more than 
$3.3 million over the course of 
his career, making him the sixth- 
highest recipient in Congress. 

The Washington government 
has bristled for years under what 
officials call the heavy-handed 
and arrogant oversight of Con¬ 
gress, which has the right to alter 
or spike all Washington laws. 

Washington has long fought to 
defend its strict gun control. A 
2008 Supreme Court ruling de¬ 
clared Washington’s blanket ban 
on handgun ownership unconsti¬ 
tutional. Washington restrictions 
such as preventing gun owners 
from registering more than one 
gun per month and requiring re¬ 
registration every three years 
also have been struck down by the 
courts. 

The issues of Washington’s au¬ 
tonomy and its gun control laws 
are deeply intertwined. The clos¬ 
est Washington has come in recent 
years to having a vote in Congress 
unraveled over gun control. 



Rubio 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


From left: Rep. Carlos Curbelo, R-Fla.; Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Fla.; 
and House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady, R- 
Texas, confer before a news conference last September at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington. 


EPA: Pruitt’s condo lease 
didn’t violate ethics rules 


Tax law a 
boon for 
Fla. GOP 
lawmaker 

By Richard Lardner 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As Repub¬ 
licans streamed out of Wash¬ 
ington in late January for their 
annual retreat, dozens of them 
headed to Union Station near the 
U.S. Capitol to catch a train to the 
luxury Greenbrier resort in West 
Virginia. 

Rep. Vern Buchanan wasn’t 
among them. The Florida law¬ 
maker made the short trip in his 
Embraer Phenom 300, an execu¬ 
tive jet that costs about $9 million. 

Already one of the wealthiest 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill, Bu¬ 
chanan could become even wealth¬ 
ier after he and other Republicans 
muscled a sweeping rewrite of the 
U.S. tax code through Congress 
late last year that includes breaks 
for the real estate and automobile 
industries that generate most of 
his income. 

The potential windfall for Bu¬ 
chanan — worth at least $80 
million and perhaps much more 
— echoes on a smaller scale how 
favorable the new tax law is to 
President Donald Trump, whose 
fiery populism won him support 
from struggling American work¬ 
ers and families. While Trump 
and Republican allies have billed 
the tax law he signed as a victory 
for a stressed middle class, the 
$1.5 trillion package provides the 
most significant tax cuts for cor¬ 
porations and the most prosperous 
Americans. 

Not a single Democrat in the 


House and Senate voted for the 
legislation, which they’ve depicted 
as a payout to the GOP’s largest 
donors. Seeking to convince vot¬ 
ers otherwise, Republicans have 
trumpeted announcements from 
companies that credit the over¬ 
haul as the reason their workers 
are getting bonuses and wage 
increases. 

But the biggest winners are 
those who are already doing well. 

The nonpartisan Tax Policy 
Center estimated that for the rich¬ 
est 0.1 percent — those making 
over $3.4 million — the tax cut 
should be worth 2.7 percent of 
their after-tax income. For mid¬ 
dle-income earners, it’s 1.6 per¬ 
cent, according to the center. And 
only high-income people would 
get a meaningful tax cut after 
2025, when nearly all the plan’s 
individual income tax provisions 
are due to expire. 

The tax code overhaul is espe¬ 
cially generous to real estate busi¬ 
nesses and car dealerships, many 
of which are organized as “pass¬ 


through” companies. That means 
they pay personal income tax on 
business earnings. The new law al¬ 
lows them to reduce their taxable 
business income by 20 percent. 

The bedrock of Trump’s per¬ 
sonal fortune is real estate, and 
his company, the Trump Orga¬ 
nization, is made up of about 500 
pass-through entities, according 
to his lawyers. 

Buchanan’s online biography 
describes him as a self-made 
businessman who grew up in a 
blue-collar household and worked 
his way through college. He once 
owned nearly 20 auto franchises 
but sold off most of them since 
being elected to Congress in 2006. 

He earned at least $4 million 
in 2016 from real estate holdings, 
automobile dealerships and other 
assets, according to an Associated 
Press analysis of his most recent 
financial disclosure. He’s the man¬ 
aging member of or a partner in 
nearly 20 limited liability compa¬ 
nies, which are the most common 
type of pass-through company. 


By Michael Biesecker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — An agency 
ethics official at the Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency said Ad¬ 
ministrator Scott Pruitt’s lease 
of a Capitol Hill condo tied to a 
prominent fossil fuels lobbyist 
didn’t violate federal ethics rules. 

A memo signed by Kevin Mino- 
li contends that Pruitt’s $50-a- 
night rental payments constitute 
a fair-market rate. The memo 
was dated March 30, the day after 
ABC News first reported Pruitt 
lived last year in a condo co¬ 
owned by the wife of Steven Hart, 
a registered lobbyist whose firm 
pushed the EPA to relax pollution 
regulations. Pruitt’s college-aged 
daughter stayed in the second 
bedroom while interning at the 
White House last summer. 

Minoli’s memo says the $50- 
a-night rate would total $1,500 
for 30 nights a month, which he 
deemed to be a fair price. 

Pruitt’s lease, however, re¬ 
quired him to pay just for nights 
he occupied in the unit. Pruitt ac¬ 
tually paid a total of $6,100 over 
the six-month period he leased 
the property, an average of about 
$1,000 a month. 

Current rental listings for two- 
bedroom apartments in the neigh¬ 
borhood show they typically go for 
far more than what Pruitt paid. 
A two bedroom townhome on the 
same block as the one leased by 
Pruitt was advertised for rent on 
Monday at $3,750 a month. Anoth¬ 
er two-bedroom unit on the next 
block was advertised as available 
for $4,740 a month. 

“The lease authorized use by 
the administrator and his imme¬ 
diate family, specifically includ¬ 


ing his spouse and children, and 
consistent with that provision of 
the lease, his immediate family 
did stay there when they were in 
Washington, D.C.,” Minoli wrote. 
“The lease did not require pay¬ 
ment when the property was not 
utilized. Neither of these two 
provisions render the rental cost 
under the lease as something 
other than market value.” 

EPA did not provide a copy of 
Pruitt’s lease and did not respond 
to questions 
about how 
Minoli de¬ 
termined 
what he 
considered 
to be the 
fair-market 
rate for the 
neighbor¬ 
hood. Also 
left unan¬ 
swered was 
how Pruitt came to rent a proper¬ 
ty tied to a lobbyist with business 
interests involving his agency. 

The unusual arrangement has 
attracted attention in Washington, 
where Pruitt has been under in¬ 
creasing scrutiny for his frequent 
taxpayer-funded travel, which has 
included first-class airline tickets. 
Though federal regulations typi¬ 
cally require federal officials to fly 
in coach, the EPA chief has said he 
needed to sit in premium seats due 
to security concerns. 

President Donald Trump called 
Pruitt on Monday and told him 
that “we’ve got your back” and 
urged him to “keep his head up” 
and “keep fighting,” according to 
two administration officials. The 
officials spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because they were not 
authorized to publicly discuss pri¬ 
vate conversations. 
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States, cities sue 
US over citizenship 
question on census 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


New York Attorney General Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, center, poses for a photo with 
members of District Council 37 after a news conference Tuesday in New York. 

*lt is unprecedented. It is wrong. And it’s 
got to be stopped. f 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney 

D-N.Y. 


By Larry Neumeister 

Associated Press 

NEWYORK—Seventeen states, 
the District of Columbia and six 
cities sued the U.S. government 
Tuesday, saying the addition of a 
citizenship question to the census 
form is unconstitutional. 

Federal funding and congres¬ 
sional representation are at stake 
in the dispute over the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s move to reinstate 
the citizenship question to the 
2020 census. It would be the first 
time in 70 years that the govern¬ 
ment uses the form sent to every 
household to ask people to specify 
whether they are U.S. citizens. 

New York Attorney General At¬ 
torney General Eric Schneider¬ 
man, a Democrat who announced 
the new lawsuit in Manhattan fed¬ 
eral court, said the plans would 
have a “devastating effect on New 
York, where we have millions of 
immigrants.” 

“It’s unlawful. It’s unfair,” Sch¬ 
neiderman said at a news confer¬ 
ence. He added that it would end 
a long-standing bipartisan effort 
to ensure the census is accurate 
and that the Bureau of the Census 
carries out its mandate to con¬ 
duct a full and fair count of the 
population, including citizens and 
noncitizens. 


The Census Bureau hasn’t in¬ 
cluded a citizenship question in 
its survey of all U.S. households 
since 1950, well before passage 
of a 1965 law meant to ensure 
minority groups were fully rep¬ 
resented in the once-a-decade 
count. The NAACP has said the 
plans for the census will lead to a 
massive undercounting of blacks. 

The lawsuit, which also includ¬ 
ed the bipartisan U.S. Conference 
of Mayors as a plaintiff, said add¬ 
ing the citizenship demand to the 
2020 census questionnaire was 
arbitrary and will “fatally under¬ 
mine the accuracy of the popula¬ 
tion count.” 

It asked for a ruling that the 
citizenship demand is unauthor¬ 
ized and unconstitutional. 

A government spokesman did 
not immediately comment. The 
Justice Department has said it 
“looks forward to defending the 
reinstatement of the citizenship 
question.” The Commerce De¬ 
partment has said the benefits of 
obtaining citizenship information 
“outweighed the limited potential 
adverse impacts.” 

According to the lawsuit, near¬ 
ly a quarter of households in New 
York state did not return their 
2010 census questionnaire, re¬ 
quiring an in-person follow-up. 
It noted that one in five New York 


residents were bom in another 
country. 

At the news conference, three 
other New York Democrats criti¬ 
cized the plan. 

U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez, of 
Puerto Rico, called the citizenship 
question a “blatant attempt to un¬ 
dermine our Constitution and to 
undermine our democracy.” 

U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler, a New 
York Democrat, said it was a “bra¬ 
zen attempt by the Trump admin¬ 
istration to cheat on the census, to 
undermine the integrity of the cen¬ 
sus and to attack states ... to steal 
electoral votes from those states 
and give them to more congenial 
states that will vote Republican.” 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney, also 
of New York, predicted the lawsuit 


will end before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

“It is unprecedented. It is wrong. 
And it’s got to be stopped,” she said 
of the citizenship question. 

The defendants were the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, re¬ 
sponsible for the census, and the 
Bureau of the Census. Plaintiffs 
include New York, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Illinois, Iowa, Mary¬ 
land, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 


New Jersey, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Vermont, Washington, 
the District of Columbia, New 
York City, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Rhode Island, San Francisco, Se¬ 
attle and Providence, R.I. 

California’s attorney general 
filed a separate lawsuit last week 
that seeks to block the citizenship 
question from being added to the 
census questionnaire. 


Mulling 2020 run, 
Kasich returns Ohio 
to bipartisan group 


Prosecutors detail authority 
to probe Manafort on Ukraine 


By Julie Carr Smyth 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Repub¬ 
lican Gov. John Kasich restored 
Ohio’s membership in the Nation¬ 
al Governors Association as he 
seeks to shore up credibility for 
bipartisan deal-making that could 
bolster a 2020 bid for president. 

An invoice produced in re¬ 
sponse to a public records request 
shows Ohio rejoined the bipar¬ 
tisan policy group in January 
for the first time in eight years. 
Kasich withdrew Ohio from 
the group in 2011, citing budget 
concerns. 

The $88,000 membership re¬ 
newal came after The Associ¬ 
ated Press first sought records 
on Ohio’s membership status in 
the group. The AP’s request was 
made on Nov. 15 and the dues 
were paid Dec. 22. 

It also coincided with efforts by 
a bipartisan group of governors to 
propose compromises on a series 


of divisive policy issues, includ¬ 
ing health care, immigration and 
guns. 

Kasich, a 2016 presidential 
candidate considered to be con¬ 
templating a run against Republi¬ 
can President Donald Trump, has 
been a leading voice, along with 
Democratic Colorado Gov. John 
Hickenlooper, in those efforts. 

Kasich’s decision to leave the 
National Governors Association 
in 2011 came amid a partisan 
wave. Ohio was among several 
GOP-led states, including Texas, 
South Carolina and Idaho, that 
declined to pay dues in the orga¬ 
nization that ranged on a sliding 
scale from about $20,000 to about 
$175,000 a year. 

The Republicans cited the 
down economy and said skipping 
the dues payments was a way to 
balance budgets and cut govern¬ 
ment costs. 

Kasich’s Democratic prede¬ 
cessor, Gov. Ted Strickland, had 
allowed two years of NGA dues 



Damian Dovarganes/AP 


Gov. John Kasich has restored 
Ohio’s membership in the 
National Governors Association. 

payments to lapse amid a nation¬ 
al recession. Both Strickland and 
Republican Gov. Bob Taft before 
him had maintained the state’s 
membership by negotiating with 
the association to reduce or sus¬ 
pend dues payments as a result of 
the state’s tight budget climate. 

Kasich spokesman Jon Keeling 
said the governor’s relationship 
with the association’s chairman, 
Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval, is 
an important factor in the deci¬ 
sion to renew now. 

Kasich is term-limited and will 
leave office in January. 


By Chris Megerian 

Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON — Deputy At¬ 
torney General Rod Rosenstein 
explicitly authorized special 
counsel Robert Mueller to inves¬ 
tigate Paul Manafort’s work for 
Ukraine’s former pro-Kremlin 
government along with the al¬ 
legations that he conspired with 
Russian officials to interfere with 
the 2016 presidential election, ac¬ 
cording to new documents filed in 
federal court. 

Manafort, who served as Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s campaign 
manager, has been charged with 
conspiracy, money laundering, 
tax evasion and bank fraud relat¬ 
ed to a lucrative and undisclosed 
lobbying operation for the former 
Ukraine regime. 

He is fighting those charges 
in federal court in Virginia and 
Washington. He has not been 
charged with election-related 
crimes. 

Prosecutors filed the docu¬ 
ments on Monday night in re¬ 
sponse to Manafort’s effort to 
dismiss the case against him by 


arguing that it is unrelated to and 
exceeds Mueller’s mandate to in¬ 
vestigate Russian attempts to in¬ 
terfere with the U.S. presidential 
campaign. 

The argument is baseless, pros¬ 
ecutors said. 

When Rosenstein appointed 
Mueller last May, he authorized 
him to probe “any matters that 
arose or may arise directly from 
the investigation.” 

Rosenstein included additional 
detail in a newly disclosed memo 
from August, a redacted version 
of which was filed with the court 
on Monday night. 

The deputy attorney general 
continues to supervise Mueller’s 
work because Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions recused himself 
from the matter last year, given 
his own Russia contacts in 2016. 

The memo “provides a more 
specific description” of Muel¬ 
ler’s authority to investigate 
allegations that Manafort im¬ 
properly received payments from 
Ukraine’s former president or 
conspired with Russians during 
the campaign. 










Page 12 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, April 4,2018 




NATION 


King's children still 
wrestling with his 
killing 50 years later 


By Errin Haines Whack 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — On April 4,1968, a move¬ 
ment lost its patriarch when the Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr. was killed on a hotel 
balcony in Memphis. 

Yolanda, Martin, Dexter and Bernice 
King lost their father. 

The loss has not gotten easier in 50 years, 
but his three surviving children each bear 
it on their own terms. 

“That period, for me, is like yesterday,” 
said Dexter King, now 57. “People say it’s 
been 50 years, but I’m living in step time. 
Forget what he did in terms of his service 
and commitment and contribution to hu¬ 
mankind ... I miss my dad.” 

His children cling to the few memories 
they have left of him. For years, they have 
had to publicly mourn a man who was 
among the most hated in America at the 
time of his death — a task they have been 
reluctant and, at times, angry to carry out. 

Now that King is among the most beloved 
figures in the world, his heirs are forced to 
share him with the multitudes who have 
laid claim to his legacy. For more than a de¬ 
cade, they have had to do that without two 
of the family’s cornerstones: their mother, 
Coretta Scott King, who died in 2006, and 
eldest child, Yolanda, who died in 2007. 

As adults, the siblings have earned a 
reputation over their infighting, which has 
spilled into rancorous lawsuits over heir¬ 
looms including their father’s Bible and 
Nobel Peace Prize. Today, the three say 
they are in a “good place” and have man¬ 
aged to compartmentalize their differenc¬ 
es and come together as a family in times 
of difficulty. 

Their recollections are a reminder that 
at the center of this tragedy was a young 
family, robbed of a loving husband and 
father, who was just 39. All are older now 
than King was. The tributes to their dad 
— from the buildings and streets that bear 
his name, to statues in his home state and 
in the nation’s capital—are points of pride, 
but also constant reminders of the void he 
left. 

Happier times 

Martin Luther King Ill’s eyes crinkle 
into a smile as he recalls the happier times: 
in the pews at Ebenezer Baptist Church on 
Auburn Avenue in Atlanta helping his dad 
greet new members, tossing a football or 
baseball on the lawn of the family home, 
swimming lessons at the YMCA. 

When he came home from the front lines 
in the fight against racism, King’s somber 
expression would give way to smiles and 
a playful mood. For them, he was not an 
icon, but a buddy. 

King III and his brother also trav¬ 
eled with King. Months before he was 
killed, they accompanied King as he mo¬ 
bilized people in South Georgia to attend 
his upcoming Poor People’s Campaign in 
Washington. 

“That was our time for camaraderie,” 
recalled King III, now 60. 

King III said he can still get emotional 
around his father’s death. If he listens too 
closely to King’s “Drum Major Instinct” 


As kids, we did not 
choose this life. And I 
don’t know that my dad 
chose it. It really chose 
him. We’re human, and 
in some ways, we’re still 
grieving, f 

Dexter King 


speech, in which the preacher muses about 
wanting to live a long life, he still gets 
moved to tears. 

For years afterward, King III tensed 
whenever he saw a news bulletin like the 
ones that told him his father was killed, or 
that his uncle, A.D. King, had been found 
dead in his swimming pool, or that his 
grandmother had been killed by a mad¬ 
man while playing the organ at Sunday 
service at Ebenezer — all while he was still 
a child. 

“I was afraid, because I was like, ‘Is this 
going to be something else that happens to 
our family?”’ he said. 

Scant memories 

Bernice King, the youngest, was once en¬ 
vious of her siblings, who had many more 
memories of King. Shared stories from 
her mother, sisters and brother, as well as 
home movies, helped humanize her father. 

Nicknamed “Bunny,” Bernice King 
said she cherishes the scant moments she 
remembers sharing between father and 
daughter, like the “kissing game” they 
would play. 

“That stayed with me so vividly,” said 
Bernice, now 55. “I’m glad I had that, be¬ 
cause everything else, other than a few 
memories of being at the dinner table, I 
don’t recall. I wish I knew him more.” 

She admitted to struggling with having 
to share her parents with strangers over 
the years. 

“It bothered me,” she said. “It’s hard to 
have the private moments ... It’s like ev¬ 
erybody else has a part of him, and that’s 
always hard to deal with. But I won’t let it 
get in the way of what they have done and 
what they mean to the world.” 

Worst happened 

That night and the days that followed 
the killing remain frozen in Dexter King’s 
memory. He remembers his mother tell¬ 
ing them something had happened to their 
father as she prepared to head to the air¬ 
port. After Coretta Scott King left, their 
caregiver answered the kitchen telephone, 
started screaming and fell backward. 

Dexter, then 7, knew the worst had 
happened. 

When King’s body returned to Atlanta, 
Dexter remembered running up and down 
the aisle of the airplane, and seeing his 
father’s coffin on the floor. 

“I asked my mom, ‘What’s that?”’ he 
said. “She explained, ‘Your dad is going to 


AP 

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and his wife, Coretta Scott King, sit with three of their 
four children in their Atlanta, Ga., home in 1963. From left are Martin Luther King III, 
5; Dexter Scott, 2; and Yolanda Denise, 7. 


The children of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King, from left, 
Dexter Scott King, the Rev. Bernice King, Martin Luther King III and Yolanda King 
participate in a musical tribute to their mother at the new Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Atlanta in 2006. 


be sleeping when you see him and he won’t 
be able to speak with you. He’s gone home 
to be with God.’ ” 

Dexter King spoke of his father’s warmth 
and playfulness, a departure from the seri¬ 
ous approach he took to his work. Seeing 
him in his roles as pastor and civil rights 
leader, Dexter King said he and his sib¬ 
lings were aware that their father’s work 
was important. 

“You saw the interaction and the energy, 
just the way people reacted to him,” he 


said. 

He was again struck by the people’s reac¬ 
tion at his father’s funeral, as a seemingly 
endless sea of mourners formed a funeral 
procession through Atlanta. 

“There’s Dad, and there’s the leader the 
world owns,” Dexter said. “Generally, I ac¬ 
cept that. But he had a family. As kids, we 
did not choose this life. And I don’t know 
that my dad chose it. It really chose him. 
We’re human, and in some ways, we’re still 
grieving.” 
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A North Atlantic right whale feeds on the surface of Cape Cod bay off the coast of Plymouth, Mass., last month. 


As right whales fade, the movement they spawned tries to keep up hope 


By Patrick Whittle 

Associated Press 

PROVINCETOWN, Mass, 
egina Asmutis-Silvia, a biologist 
who has dedicated her career to 
saving right whales, was clean¬ 
ing out a file cabinet from the 
early 1990s, and the documents inside told 
a familiar story: The whales are dying from 
collisions with ships and entanglements in 
commercial fishing gear, and the species 
might not survive. 

Fast-forward through a quarter-century 
of crawl-paced progress, and it’s all happen¬ 
ing again. 

“It’s a little scary to think if we hadn’t 
been working on this all these years, would 
they have been relegated to history instead 
of Cape Cod Bay?” said Asmutis-Silvia, of 
Plymouth, Mass.-based Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation. “We’re standing on the cliff 
and going, ‘It matters. They’re still here, 
they’re still something to fight for.’” 

Despite eight decades of conservation ef¬ 
forts, North Atlantic right whales are facing 
a new crisis. The threat of extinction within 
a generation looms, and the movement to 
preserve the whales is trying to come up 
with new solutions. 

The whales are one of the rarest marine 
mammals in the world, numbering about 
450. The 100,000-pound animals have been 
even closer to the brink of extinction before, 
and the effort to save them galvanized one 
of the most visible wildlife conservation 
movements in U.S. history. 


But the population’s falling again because 
of poor reproduction coupled with high mor¬ 
tality from ship strikes and entanglement. 
Scientists, environmentalists, whale watch 
captains and animal lovers of all stripes are 
rallying to renew interest in saving right 
whales, but many admit to feeling close to 
defeated. 

Charles “Stormy” Mayo, director of the 
right whale ecology program at the Center 
for Coastal Studies in Provincetown, and 
other scientists have said the species could 
be extinct as soon as 2041. Mayo, a ninth- 
generation resident of Cape Cod whose 
ancestors harpooned whales in the 18th 
and 19th centuries, now leads expeditions 
to find the animals and try to learn how to 
save them. 

“There’s a fair amount of sadness, deal¬ 
ing with these creatures,” he said. “They 
are on the brink of extinction now, and their 
future is truly in doubt. I don’t think any of 
us are discouraged, but many of us are fear¬ 
ful. I certainly am.” 

The whaling era 

The decline of right whales dates to the 
whaling era of centuries ago, when they 
were targeted as the “right” whale to hunt 
because they were slow and floated when 
killed. They were harvested for their oil and 
meat, and might have dwindled to double 
digits until international protections took 
hold in 1935. 

Preserving the whales became an inter¬ 
national cause, championed by environmen¬ 


talists, scientists and the U.S. government, 
and their population grew to about 275 in 
1990 and 500 in about 2010. Then things 
changed. 

Scientists are still trying to figure out 
why the whales have lost about 10 percent of 
their population in just eight years, but one 
hypothesis places blame on the warming of 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

The whales migrate from Georgia and 
Florida to New England and Canada every 
year, seeking food. They are aided by a 
complex system of protected areas, ship¬ 
ping regulations and commercial fishing 
restrictions that try to ensure safe passage 
as they gorge on copepods, which are crus¬ 
taceans the size of a flea. 

But as waters have warmed, the tiny or¬ 
ganisms the whales need to survive appear 
to be moving, and the whales are following, 
sometimes putting themselves in harm’s 
way, said Mark Baumgartner, a scientist 
with Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu¬ 
tion. They also just aren’t eating enough, he 
said. 

“The whales are moving around a lot 
more and they are not finding food,” he told 
fishermen at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum 
in early March. 

Last year, there were 17 confirmed right 
whale deaths — a dozen in Canada, the rest 
in the United States. Scientists haven’t ob¬ 
served a single new right whale calf this 
year, another dire development. 

Advocates for right whales have turned 
to touting innovations, engaging with com¬ 
mercial fishing groups and calling for 


expediting new protections in the U.S. 
and Canada. But it’s a hard fight greeted 
by government bureaucracy and skepti¬ 
cal industries concerned about their own 
survival. 

A new technology 

Baumgartner spent some of his presen¬ 
tation at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum 
talking about a new technology that uses a 
modem to locate and retrieve lobster fishing 
lines from the ocean floor. The innovation 
could reduce the number of fixed fishing 
lines that can cause right whales to become 
entangled and slowly suffocate. 

There were grumbles from fishermen 
who doubted the viability of the new gear. 
One called out, “You ever been on a lobster 
boat?” 

Conservation groups filed a federal law¬ 
suit this year accusing the National Marine 
Fisheries Service of not doing enough to 
protect right whales from fishing gear. 

Still, advocates see some reasons to be op¬ 
timistic. Canada recently announced moves 
to protect the whales by changing the dates 
of the snow crab season and establishing 
a permanent speed limit in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. 

And this past winter, scientists observed a 
behavior called a “surface active group” for 
the first time in a year. The whales gather 
at the surface for males to compete to mate 
with a female, a ritual that scientists hope 
augurs for a baby whale in the future. 




From left: Lauren Goodwin, left, and Christy Hudak collect copepod samples aboard the research vessel Shearwater off the coast of Plymouth, Mass., on March 28; Lauri 
Leach, left, and Charles “Stormy” Mayo, center, spot North Atlantic right whales as Goodwin records data; and Goodwin prepares a copepod sample aboard the Shearwater. 
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A passenger crosses railroad tracks at rush hour at Gare de Lyon train station in Paris as unions stage a 
mass strike Tuesday. French unions plan to strike two days every week through June. 

French strikes cause railway chaos 


Surprise 
runner-up 
in Egypt's 
election 

By Hamza Hendawi 
and Samy Magdy 

Associated. Press 

CAIRO — Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi’s victory in 
last week’s election was never in 
doubt, but the vote produced a 
surprise runner-up — an unusu¬ 
ally large number of invalid bal¬ 
lots, suggesting a possible protest 
vote against el-Sissi or the elec¬ 
tion itself. 

Official figures released Mon¬ 
day by the election commission 
gave el-Sissi 97 percent of the 
vote, securing him a second four- 
year term in office following an 
election in which he ran virtually 
unopposed. His sole challenger, 
Moussa Mustafa Moussa, a little- 
known politician who made no 
effort to challenge him, received 
656,534 votes, or 2.92 percent. 

Moussa’s tally was outdone by 
the 1.76 million invalid ballots, 
which would have amounted to 
7.27 percent of votes cast, a con¬ 
siderably higher percentage than 
in the last two presidential elec¬ 
tions: 4.07 percent in 2014 and 3.1 
percent in the 2012 runoff. 

Critics denounced the lat¬ 
est election as a farce because a 
string of potentially serious chal¬ 
lengers were either forced out 
of the race or arrested. Moussa 
stepped in at the last minute to 
spare the government the embar¬ 
rassment of a one-candidate elec¬ 
tion that would have resembled 
the referendums long held by the 
region’s autocrats. 

Authorities went to great 
lengths to encourage turnout, 
hoping to lend the vote credibil¬ 
ity. In the end, turnout was 41.05 
percent, down from 47.45 percent 
when el-Sissi won his first elec¬ 
tion in 2014. 

It’s impossible to know how 
many voters deliberately spoiled 
their ballots. But some may have 
bristled at the lack of competi¬ 
tion or the election commis¬ 
sion’s threat to impose a fine on 
anyone who boycotted the vote 
under a law that has been rarely 
enforced. 

“I had made up my mind not 
to vote, but I went to the polls at 
the last minute when they threat¬ 
ened to make us pay 500 pounds 
($28) if we don’t,” said Moham¬ 
med Mustafa, 26, an unemployed 
university graduate from Cairo. 
“I invalidated my vote because 
it was not really an election. El- 
Sissi knew he was going to win 
before it began.” 

Imad Hussein, the editor of the 
Al-Shorouk newspaper and an 
el-Sissi supporter, said the pres¬ 
ident’s campaign should “quietly 
and thoroughly” study the signifi¬ 
cance of the spoiled ballots. 


By Angela Charlton 

and Masha MacPherson 
Associated Press 

PARIS — A major French rail¬ 
way strike brought the country’s 
famed high-speed trains to a 
halt Tuesday, leaving passengers 
stranded or scrambling for other 
options — and posing the biggest 
test so far for President Emmanu¬ 
el Macron’s economic strategy. 

The SNCF national rail author¬ 
ity said only about 12 percent of 
trains were running Tuesday in 
the first of a series of strikes that 
are set to last three months. Traf¬ 
fic also was disrupted on Eurostar 
lines to Britain as well as trains to 
Germany, though most were run¬ 
ning as usual. 

There was further disruption in 
the air, with Air France canceling 
a quarter of its flights Tuesday 
amid a strike over pay. 

And there were strikes or dem¬ 
onstrations in other sectors. Stu¬ 
dents, for example, were blocking 
campuses to protest plans to allow 


By Ian Deitch 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Tuesday canceled an agreement 
with the United Nations to resettle 
thousands of African migrants, 
caving in to pressure from hawks 
in his coalition who opposed the 
deal because it would allow many 
other migrants to remain in the 
country. 

The startling turnaround drew 
heavy criticism from Netanyahu’s 
opponents and raised questions 
about the embattled Israeli lead¬ 
er’s decision-making processes. 

Netanyahu proudly announced 
the deal with the U.N. refugee 
agency in a nationally televised 
news conference on Monday, say- 


selection in state universities, 
while garbage collectors were on 
strike to protest worsening work¬ 
ing conditions. 

All in all, it was one of the worst 
days of industrial strife seen in 
France since Macron was elected 
president nearly a year ago. 

Macron has made reforming 
France’s economy a central plank 
of his presidency. Many of his 
plans, particularly to the labor 
market, are meeting with increas¬ 
ing opposition, particularly from 
France’s unions. 

The most visible problems on 
Tuesday were on the railway, 
where SNCF said 77 percent of 
train drivers were on strike. The 
total proportion of rail workers on 
strike — including employees in 
trains and on the ground — was 
33.9 percent, the company de¬ 
tailed in a statement. 

Passengers were ditching rail¬ 
ways, hitching rides on traffic- 
clogged roads and sharing travel 
tips online. At the Gare de Lyon 
station in eastern Paris, platforms 


ing it would benefit Israel and the 
migrants. But after coalition hard¬ 
liners attacked him, he announced 
late in the evening that he was sus¬ 
pending the arrangement in order 
to consult with residents of south 
Tel Aviv. Veteran residents of the 
working-class area, where the mi¬ 
grant population is concentrated, 
had felt slighted by the deal. 

After meeting with residents 
on Tuesday, Netanyahu said he 
had weighed the pros and cons 
and he “decided to cancel the 
agreement.” 

Nationalist allies who dominate 
Netanyahu’s coalition had harsh¬ 
ly criticized the deal because it 
would allow thousands of Africans 
to remain in Israel. 

Naftali Bennett, leader of the 
nationalist Jewish Home party, 


were so packed that commuters 
spilled over onto the tracks as they 
waited for elusive trains. 

“Really, this is catastrophic. 
Something needs to be done. We 
are the victims. We haven’t done 
anything. We need to get to work 
like everyone else,” said commut¬ 
er Aziza Fleris, 56. 

“I was really positive this morn¬ 
ing, but now — you should have 
seen what happened on the train. 
Some people felt unwell, women 
were crying. Children. This isn’t 
normal.” 

Rail workers are protesting 
plans to eliminate a special status 
that they’ve enjoyed for decades. 
The “cheminot” status effectively 
guarantees jobs for life and other 
benefits, in keeping with the image 
of France’s railways as an essen¬ 
tial pillar of the country’s infra¬ 
structure and its public services. 

Macron’s government says 
that’s no longer tenable because 
today’s globalized and increas¬ 
ingly automated economy favors 
more flexible workforces. 


tweeted earlier Tuesday that the 
deal “is bad for Israel.” 

“It’s not enough to suspend it. I 
call on the prime minister to can¬ 
cel it completely,” he said. “Its ap¬ 
proval would cause generations of 
crying and determine a precedent 
in Israel granting residency for il¬ 
legal infiltrators.” 

Netanyahu announced the deal 
Monday after a plan to deport the 
migrants to an unnamed African 
country, presumed to be Rwanda, 
fell through. 

Given the lack of choices, Ne¬ 
tanyahu said his deal with the 
UNHCR was the best available 
option. It called for resettling 
about half of the 35,000 African 
migrants in Israel to Western na¬ 
tions while allowing the rest to re¬ 
main in Israel. 


S. Korean court to let 
Park verdict air live 

SEOUL, South Korea — A 
South Korean court said Tuesday 
that it will allow a rare live broad¬ 
cast of the verdict at the trial of 
disgraced former President Park 
Geun-hye later this week. 

Park was arrested last year on 
corruption charges after being 
removed from office following 
months of huge rallies calling for 
her ouster. Prosecutors are de¬ 
manding a 30-year prison term if 
the court finds her guilty. 

The Seoul Central District 
Court said it decided to allow 
the verdict to be televised live in 
consideration of public interest. It 
would mark the first broadcast for 
a verdict at the trial of a district 
court, though trials at higher- 
level courts have been previously 
broadcast, including the one that 
dismissed Park from office. 

Drone in New Zealand 
imperils landing plane 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 

— When a drone flew within 
yards of a landing plane last 
week, endangering 278 passen¬ 
gers and crew, Air New Zealand 
responded by saying that such 
reckless drone operators should 
be thrown in prison. 

Other agencies also sounded 
the public alarm. Air traffic con¬ 
trollers said they were concerned 
about the increasing numbers 
of drones flying illegally in con¬ 
trolled airspace, while regulators 
said flying drones into a flight 
path was inexcusable and the 
“height of stupidity.” 

Yet The Associated Press has 
found that none of the agencies 
involved notified police about the 
drone. Not while it was endanger¬ 
ing the plane nor later to try to 
track down the perpetrator. 

Sky News could be sold 
to Disney under plan 

LONDON — Sky News could 
be sold to The Walt Disney Co. or 
completely ring-fenced in conces¬ 
sions put forward Tuesday by Ru¬ 
pert Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox 
as it seeks to bolster its chances of 
taking full control of the U.K. sat¬ 
ellite broadcaster. 

The proposals are aimed at eas¬ 
ing some of the regulatory con¬ 
cerns over the extent of Murdoch’s 
influence on British media if the 
$16.4 billion deal is cleared. 

Malaysia intercepts 
boat carrying refugees 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 

— Malaysian authorities on Tues¬ 
day intercepted a boat carrying 
56 people believed to be Muslim 
Rohingya refugees who fled from 
Myanmar and brought the vessel 
and its passengers to shore. 

The navy chief, Adm. Ahmad 
Kamarulzaman Ahmad Badarud- 
din, said the boat was intercepted 
after it entered Malaysian waters 
and was moored off the northern 
resort island of Langkawi. 

The boat had stopped tempo¬ 
rarily Sunday in southern Thai¬ 
land, where it underwent repairs 
and was resupplied with fuel and 
food before being sent on its way 
to Malaysia, as its passengers re¬ 
portedly desired. 

From The Associated Press 


Netanyahu cancels resettlement deal 
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THE CENSUS 


10 


The number of awards an eighth-grade student won at the 70th annual Connecticut Science & Engineering Fair for his science 
project, “Trash to Treasure: A Sustainable Approach to Oil Spill Cleanup." The Record-Journal reported that Kevin Kathir, 13, a student 
at St. Bridget School in Cheshire, Conn., determined milkweed could effectively combat oil spills as a natural biodegradable solvent. 
His efforts have earned him the title of 2018 Cheshire Town Scholar. 




Woman's ex hides, 
falls through ceiling 

SALINA — A Kan- 
■ V-3 sas woman suspicious 
that someone had broken into 
her home later found her ex-boy¬ 
friend’s legs punched through her 
ceiling. 

The Salina Journal reported 
that a 23-year-old Salina woman 
called police to her house after 
finding her front door chained 
from the inside. Police said they 
searched the house but didn’t find 
an intruder. 

Two hours later, the woman 
and her current boyfriend heard 
a loud noise and found Tyler 
Bergkamp, 25, had fallen partly 
through the living room ceiling. 
Police said Bergkamp was hiding 
in the attic. 

Bergkamp faces charges of 
aggravated burglary, stalking, 
criminal damage to property, 
criminal threat and possession of 
methamphetamine. 

Couple married in 
supermarket’s aisle 

P* LOWER BURRELL — 
rM A Pennsylvania couple 
tied the knot with canned carrots 
and peas among their wedding 
guests in attendance. 

The Valley News Dispatch re¬ 
ported that Larry Spiering, 69, 
and Becky Smith, 61, married 
Sunday at the Community Super¬ 
market in Lower Burrell, where 
the couple met 10 years ago. 

Smith said she was working at 
the supermarket when Spiering 
walked up and gave her a piece 
of paper with his name and phone 
number. She said it was only fit¬ 
ting that they tied the knot in the 
same aisle where they met. 

Man charged in pursuit 
involving stolen semi 

U |y WINONA — A Wino- 
1*1 ItI na man is accused of 
leading police on a chase in a sto¬ 
len semi that went on for 50 miles 
through at least seven Minnesota 
communities. 

A criminal complaint charg¬ 
ing Michael Kronebusch, 42, with 
assault with a dangerous weapon 
and fleeing from police said he 
rammed the semi into squad cars 
at least twice during the pursuit 
early Saturday morning. Authori¬ 
ties said the 42-year-old defendant 
was wearing a blue face mask 
and hat during the chase which 
reached speeds of nearly 70 mph. 

The complaint said officers 
used a stun gun on the man to 
pull him out of the semi and ar¬ 
rest him. 

Renegade cattle living 
good life after escape 

H/lft ST - L0UIS — 0ne 

I*Iyear after bursting 
through a St. Louis slaughter¬ 
house door to freedom, five ren¬ 
egade cattle are living the good 
life. 

The steers are grazing on 15 
acres of rolling hills and munch¬ 
ing on treats flavored like apple 
pie, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported. Their faces are printed 
on the sides of mugs. 

Six steers escaped Star Packing 


Co. in north St. Louis on March 
30, 2017, and led police on an 
hourslong chase through the city. 
News helicopters tracked them as 
they went through neighborhoods 
flanked by police vehicles. Crowds 
came out to watch and cheer. 

One of the steers was eutha¬ 
nized because of injuries, but 
the others were purchased from 
the slaughterhouse by the Gentle 
Barn, an animal rescue organiza¬ 
tion in California. 

The rescue group recently held 
a party to mark the anniversary 
of the steers’ escape. 

Traffic stop leads to 
recovery of stolen goods 

p GEORGETOWN — 
mJ k Delaware State Police 
said a traffic stop led to the re¬ 
covery of thousands of dollars of 
stolen merchandise and the arrest 
of a couple in connection with pre¬ 
vious shoplifting incidents. 

Police issued a news release 
that said a trooper stopped a ve¬ 
hicle for speeding in Georgetown 


and a search revealed electron¬ 
ic devices and miscellaneous 
merchandise worth more than 
$5,500. 

The release said troopers deter¬ 
mined the items had been stolen 
from a Wal-Mart in Maryland and 
then linked the driver and passen¬ 
ger of the vehicle to two previous 
shoplifting incidents at the same 
store, in which merchandise in ex¬ 
cess of $12,000 had been stolen. 

Police said the couple, Detwon 
Banner and Jaleesa Banner, of 
Wilmington, are being held in lieu 
of bail. 

Large alligator takes a 
dip in backyard pool 

P| SARASOTA — An 11- 
I L foot-long alligator was 
found taking a dip in a backyard 
swimming pool in Florida. 

The Sarasota County Sheriff’s 
Office posted images of the float¬ 
ing gator on Twitter late Friday. 

It wasn’t the only alligator 
roaming where it didn’t belong. 

According to an WFTV-TV re¬ 


port, a 7-foot gator was removed 
Saturday from a front yard in 
Titusville. 

WFTS-TV reported that a 
Tampa family was awakened 
early Friday by a 7-foot gator 
prowling in their front yard. 

Couple plans to remarry 
50 years after divorce 

LEXINGTON—A half- 
W\ I century after getting a 
divorce, a Kentucky couple plans 
to get married again. 

The Lexington Herald-Leader 
reported Harold Holland, 83, 
and Lillian Barnes, 78, will ex¬ 
change wedding vows on April 14 
in Lexington. Their grandson will 
perform the ceremony at Trinity 
Baptist Church. 

Holland and Barnes first got 
married on Christmas Eve in 
1955. They had five children to¬ 
gether before splitting up. 

Both remarried, and their 
spouses died in 2015. 

After that, Holland and Barnes 
attended a family reunion, and by 


last December, they were talking 
marriage again. 

Deer with glass bowl 
stuck on head rescued 

|y | COLTS NECK — Ani- 
ll J mal welfare officials in 
New Jersey said a deer was res¬ 
cued after getting a glass bowl 
stuck on its head. 

The Monmouth County Soci¬ 
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals said on its Facebook 
page that a homeowner in Colts 
Neck reported the plight of the 
young buck. 

SPCA officers and the New 
Jersey Division of Fish and Wild¬ 
life waited for the buck to appear 
Friday, sedated him and removed 
the glass bowl. 

Officials said it turned out to be 
a light fixture cover that probably 
filled with water the deer tried to 
drink. The buck was dehydrated 
from four days without food and 
water and had some scrapes but 
was able to get up and walk away. 
From wire reports 



Statehouse statue 
comes down 


The 80-year-old statue of Ceres, the goddess of agriculture, 
was taken down from the top of the Vermont Statehouse in 
Montpelier on Monday. The wooden statue was believed to 
be rotting and is headed to a warehouse where it can dry 
out. The sculpture was carved in 1938. Then-Statehouse 
Sergeant at Arms Dwight Dwinell whittled the head while the 
Statehouse custodial staff carved the body. 

Photos by Wilson Ring/AP 















Wednesday, April 4,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


namsmum 


Page 17 


FACES 


Leading Gotham 
on & off camera 


Actor Ben McKenzie now a 2-time director 



By Alicia Rancilio 

Associated Press 

B en McKenzie says 
he doesn’t have any 
particular attach¬ 
ment to the number 
16, but there’s a reason why 
it’s worked out that he would 
direct the 16th episode of 
“Gotham” for two years in a 
row. The TV show airs Satur¬ 
days on AFN-Spectrum. 

“It means I have the abil¬ 
ity to prep before Christmas 
and shoot after Christmas,” 
said McKenzie recently in an 
interview. “There’s a method 
for sure.” 

Prep includes location 
scouting, determining if any 
sets need to be built, casting, 
working with stunt coordina¬ 
tors on fight choreography 
and going over music choices 
for the episode. 

McKenzie has juggled 
his time before. Last year 
he also wrote an episode of 
“Gotham,” which required 
writing breaks on his honey¬ 


moon with “Gotham” co-star Morena 
Baccarin. 

There is an advantage to writing and 
directing a series he knows so intimately. 
“You know what’s going on; you’re fa¬ 
miliar with all of the characters and the 
people who work behind the camera,” he 
said. 

A disadvantage? “It’s only your sec¬ 
ond episode ever as a director,” he said, 
laughing. 

McKenzie says he’s particularly 
proud of episode because there are a lot 
of moving parts. “First time around I 
was relatively conservative and tried to 
make sure I didn’t mess it up too badly,” 
he said. “This time there’s a lot of ac¬ 
tion, big set pieces and a scene where 
three principles break out of an asylum, 
which required 200 background actors 
and a 200-foot crane.” 

The desire to take on more comes 
from wanting to be well-rounded. 

“I’ve done this for a while. As much as 
I love being in front of the camera, it can 
become a bit boring.... It’s doing a simi¬ 
lar process over and over again. Often 
on many shows you’re doing a similar 
beat emotionally, so you just want to 
push yourself and try new things.” 

These are skills that also set him up 
for the future. “I don’t necessarily want 
to go on different shows and direct only 
because I think that can be kind of a 
challenging life, as other directors who 
have done it tell me — especially with 
children.” He has a 2-year-old daughter 
with Baccarin and a 5-year-old stepson. 

“Gotham,” now in its fourth season, 
focuses on the city before Bruce Wayne 
became Batman. McKenzie plays James 
Gordon before he becomes police com¬ 
missioner. We also see the genesis of vil¬ 
lains including the Penguin, Catwoman, 
the Riddler and Poison Ivy. 

Since season one, the series has 
evolved into more of a wild ride that is 
less police procedural and more “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.” 

“Over the top may be the wrong 
phrase, but it’s pretty unapologetically 
going for it,” said McKenzie. “It was 
conceived as much more of a noir-ish 
kind of cop show, and I think as we got 
into it, we realized we could play with 
how large the villains are and how over 
the top some of the stuff can be.” 


Dwayne Johnson opens up about depression 


From wire support 

Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson is speaking 
publicly about his and his family’s struggles 
with depression. 

In an interview with the U.K.’s Express, 
Johnson spoke about his mother’s attempted 
suicide, which took place when he was 15. 
“Struggle and pain is real. I was devastated 
and depressed,” he told the outlet. “I reached 
a point where I didn’t want to do a thing or go 
anywhere. I was crying constantly.” 

After the interview published, Johnson 
tweeted that he received “tons of responses. 
Thank you.” 

“We all go thru the sludge/[expletive] and 
depression never discriminates,” he contin¬ 
ued. “Took me a long time to realize it but the 
key is to not be afraid to open up. Especially 
us dudes have a tendency to keep it in. You’re 
not alone.” 

Months after her family had been evicted 
from their apartment, Johnson’s mother at¬ 
tempted suicide. She walked out of her car on 
a major interstate in Nashville and into on¬ 
coming traffic. 

Johnson has previously revealed details 
about his mother’s suicide attempt. In a 
February Instagram post about filming a 
scene involving suicide in his HBO series 
“Bailers,” Johnson wrote that the moment 
had him reflect on “how many of us have 


been affected by suicide of our friends, fam¬ 
ily. Struggle and pain is real. We’ve all been 
there on some level or another.” 

“I grabbed her and pulled her back on the 
gravel shoulder of the road,” Johnson wrote 
about his mother’s incident. “What’s crazy 
about that suicide attempt is that to this day, 
she has no recollection of it whatsoever. 
Probably best she doesn’t.” 

He added: “We got lucky that day when I 
was 15 and that ain’t always the case.” 

Years before he became one of the world’s 
wealthiest actors, Johnson pursued a football 
career but was beset by several injuries and 
was let go from the Canadian Football League 
within a year of being signed. Soon after, his 
girlfriend broke up with him. “That was my 
absolute worst time,” he told Express. 

The candid comments about depression 
from such a successful actor brought on a 
wave of responses, including from advocacy 
organizations promoting the help they offer. 
The Lifeline tweeted “If you feel like you 
have no reason to live, call 1-800-273-TALK 
(8255) for help and support.” 

Demi Lovato ends US tour 
in seductive kiss with Kehlani 

Demi Lovato ended the U.S. leg of her 
“Tell Me You Love Me” tour in a seductive 


kiss with her opening act Kehlani. 

Kehlani sneaked on stage in Newark, N. J., 
on Monday night and grabbed Lovato, and 
the two shared a kiss. Lovato then pushed 
Kehlani down on a bed on stage. 

Lovato wrote on Instagram that it was “an 
incredible fun sexy crazy night.” 

Kehlani posted that Lovato’s dancers put 
her up to it. She wrote it was a dream getting 
to do the tour. 

Meek Mill's bid for release 
while he appeals turned down 

A judge has ruled Meek Mill should remain 
behind bars while appealing a prison sentence 
for violating probation, saying the rapper’s 
drug use, arrests and other issues while under 
supervision merited the jail time. 

Judge Genece Brinkley turned down 
Mill’s bid for release on bail in a ruling late 
Thursday while he appeals the 2- to 4-year 
sentence she issued for what she said was his 
fifth probation violation. 

The judge also defended herself against at¬ 
tacks by Mill’s legal and public relations team, 
which continued after her latest decision. 

An attorney for Mill, Joe Tacopina, said 
in a statement Monday that the latest rul¬ 
ing “reaffirms the fact she has turned Meek 
Mill’s case into a personal vendetta.” 



Channing Tatum and Jenna 
Dewan Tatum are calling it quits. 

Tatum, wife split 

Channing Tatum and his wife 
Jenna Dewan Tatum say they 
have decided to “lovingly sepa¬ 
rate as a couple” after nearly nine 
years of marriage. 

The couple broke the news in 
a joint Twitter post on Monday 
night, saying there are no sala¬ 
cious details behind the split. 
They say they are best friends 
who have decided their relation¬ 
ship has run its course. 

The two met on the set of the 
2006 dance movie “Step Up” and 
married in 2009. They have a 4- 
year-old daughter together. 

From The Associated Press 
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US, China in 'slap fight/ not trade war, so far 



Andy Wong/AP 


A man looks at an electronic board displaying a stock-trading index at a brokerage house in Beijing on 
Tuesday. Asian stocks fell for a second day amid jitters about U.S.-Chinese trade tensions. 


By Paul Wiseman 
Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — First, the 
United States imposed a tax on 
Chinese steel and aluminum. 
Then, China counterpunched 
Monday with tariffs on a host of 
U.S. products, including apples, 
pork and ginseng. 

On Wall Street, the stock mar¬ 
ket buckled on the prospect of 
an all-out trade war between the 
world’s two biggest economies. 
But it hasn’t come to that — not 
yet, anyway. 

“We’re in a trade slap fight 
right now,” not a trade war, said 
Derek Scissors, resident scholar 
and China specialist at the con¬ 
servative American Enterprise 
Institute. 

China is a relatively insignifi¬ 
cant supplier of steel and alumi¬ 
num to the United States. And the 
$3 billion in U.S. products that 
Beijing targeted Monday amount 
to barely 2 percent of American 
goods exported to China. 

But the dispute could esca¬ 
late — and quickly. Already, in a 
separate move, the United States 
is drawing up a list of about $50 
billion in Chinese imports to tax 
in an effort to punish Beijing for 
stealing American technology or 
forcing U.S. companies to hand 
over trade secrets. 

China could respond by target¬ 
ing American commercial inter¬ 
ests uniquely dependent on the 
Chinese market: the aircraft giant 
Boeing, for example, and soybean 
farmers. 

For weeks, President Donald 
Trump’s aggressive trade actions 
have depressed the stock market. 
But many trade analysts suggest¬ 
ed that the Wall Street sell-off may 
be an overreaction. 

China’s swift but measured re¬ 
taliation to the U.S. steel and alu¬ 
minum tariffs is meant to show 


“that it will not be pushed around 
but that it does not want a trade 
war,” said Amanda DeBusk, chair 
of the international trade depart¬ 
ment at the law firm Hughes Hub¬ 
bard & Reed. “It is possible for the 
countries to pull back from the 
brink.” 

“It seems to be pretty measured 
and proportional,” agreed Wendy 
Cutler, a former U.S. trade offi¬ 
cial who is now vice president at 
the Asia Society Policy Institute. 
“They didn’t seem to overreach, 
and they didn’t hit our big-ticket 
items like planes and soybeans.” 

Even if China’s tariffs don’t have 
a huge impact on America’s $20 
trillion economy, they will bring 
pain to specific communities. 

Take Marathon County in Wis¬ 
consin, where 140 local families 
grow ginseng, a root that is used 
in herbal remedies and is popular 


in Asia. About $30 million — or 85 
percent — of the area’s ginseng 
production went to China as ex¬ 
ports or gifts. The county, which 
gave Trump nearly 57 percent of 
its vote in 2016, holds an interna¬ 
tional ginseng festival in Septem¬ 
ber, crowning a Ginseng Queen 
and drawing visitors from China 
and Taiwan. 

China’s new 15 percent tariff 
on ginseng is “definitely going to 
hit the growers hard if this hap¬ 
pens,” said Jackie Fett, executive 
director of the Ginseng Board of 
Wisconsin. “It is the livelihood of 
many people. ... We’re still hold¬ 
ing on to a little bit of hope” that 
the tariffs can be reversed. 

Jim Schumacher, co-owner of 
Schumacher Ginseng in Mara¬ 
thon, Wis., said the 15 percent tax 
will hurt. “You’ve got to be price- 
competitive, even if you have the 


top-quality product,” he said. 
“We’re definitely concerned. We 
hope something can be resolved.” 

Trump campaigned on a prom¬ 
ise to overhaul American trade 
policy. In his view, what he calls 
flawed trade agreements and 
sharp-elbowed practices by China 
and other trading partners are 


MARKET WATCH 


April 2, 2018 

Dow Jones -458.92 

industrials 2 3,644.19 

Nasdaq -193.33 

composite 6 , 870.12 

Standard & -58.99 

Poor’s 500 2,581.88 

Russell -36.90 


in part responsible for America’s 
gaping trade deficit — $566 billion 
last year. The deficit in the trade 
of goods with China last year hit a 
record $375 billion. 

In his first year in office, 
Trump’s talk was tougher than 
his actions on trade. But he has 
gradually grown more aggressive. 
In January, he slapped tariffs on 
imported solar panels and wash¬ 
ing machines. Last month, he 
imposed duties on steel and alumi¬ 
num imports — but spared most 
major economies except China 
and Japan. 

■MHH 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 4).$1.2623 

Dollar buys (April 4).€0.7922 

British pound (April 4).$1.44 

Japanese yen (April 4).104.00 

South Korean won (April 4).1,032.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.4037 

Canada (Dollar).1.2838 

China (Yuan).6.2899 

Denmark (Krone).6.0768 

Egypt (Pound).17.6850 

Euro.$1.2260/0.8157 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8487 

Hungary (Forint).254.78 

Israel (Shekel).3.5278 

Japan (Yen).106.47 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3000 

Norway (Krone).7.8342 

Philippines (Peso).52.07 

Poland (Zloty).3.43 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7514 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3116 

South Korea (Won).1,056.08 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9587 

Thailand (Baht).31.21 

Turkey (Lira).3.9880 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


I INTEREST RATES 1 

Prime rate 

.. 4.75 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.50 

..1.44 

3 month bill 

...1.74 

..2.96 
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OPINION 


Don’t squander our gains against ISIS 


By Max Boot 

The Washington Post 

U W" ▼e’re on the two-yard 
% A / line. We could literally 
1 / fall into the end zone. 
¥ * We’re that close to total 

victory, to wiping out the ISIS caliphate in 
Syria,” a U.S. Special Forces officer in Syria 
told NBC News last week. But President 
Donald Trump seems determined to turn 
over the ball on the goal line, setting up the 
geopolitical version of the 2015 Super Bowl 
that the Seattle Seahawks lost with a last- 
minute interception. 

On Thursday, Trump said, “We’ll be 
coming out of Syria, like, very soon. Let 
the other people take care of it now.” He 
then froze the paltry $200 million the Unit¬ 
ed States had pledged to help rebuild areas 
liberated from Islamic State. 

If Trump follows through — always a big 
if with him — he will be reversing a deci¬ 
sion he made late last year at the urging 
of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and then- 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson. Staying 
in Syria appears to be another one of those 
moves — like not abandoning the Iran 
nuclear deal or not imposing tariffs — that 
was forced on Trump by his advisers and 
that he is reversing now that he has decided 
to stop listening to people who know what 
they are talking about. The “very stable 
genius” prefers to follow his own instincts 
— you know, the ones that led him into six 
corporate bankruptcies. 

The Trump foreign policy can be char¬ 
acterized as violent isolationism. And, yes, 
it’s as incoherent as it sounds. His philoso¬ 
phy is: Bombs away, then bye-bye. The 
United States has dropped a lot of muni¬ 
tions in Syria — mostly on ISIS but also, 
a year ago, on one of Bashar Assad’s air¬ 
fields. But Trump is as allergic to lasting 
obligations in foreign affairs as he is in his 
“Stormy” private life. 


I Trump’s 
philosophy 
is: Bombs 
away, then 
bye-bye. 


The problem is that the United States 
has almost never achieved its objectives 
without a prolonged intervention. The 
United States left Europe after World War 
I, and the result, 21 years later, was World 
War II. We stayed in Europe after 1945, 
and the result is unprecedented peace and 
prosperity. 

Want more examples? The United States 
intervened in Somalia in 1992 and exited 
in 1994, leaving behind chaos that allowed 
the rise of the Islamist 
extremists known as 
al-Shabab. The United 
States helped to topple 
Moammar Gadhafi in 
2011, but did nothing 
to stabilize Libya af¬ 
terward, allowing that 
country to become an¬ 
other playground for Islamist extremists. 
Washington is now trying to limit the dam¬ 
age by launching drone strikes against al- 
Qaida leaders in Libya. 

Finally, Iraq. The George W. Bush ad¬ 
ministration did next to nothing to prepare 
for stabilization operations after Saddam 
Hussein’s downfall in 2003, creating the 
conditions for an insurgency that cost 
the United States 4,497 dead and 32,252 
wounded. The 2007-08 “surge” restored 
calm, but President Barack Obama’s pull¬ 
out of U.S. forces in 2011 made possible the 
rise of ISIS. Republicans blasted Obama’s 
decision, yet are silent today when Trump 
looks set to make the same mistake in 
Syria. 

Granted, some of these interventions 
were mistakes to begin with and should not 
have been continued in perpetuity. But the 
United States was right to send military 
advisers to Syria, and the stakes remain 
high even with the defeat of ISIS in sight. 

Withdrawing the 2,000 or so U.S. troops 
might allow ISIS, which today controls less 
than 7 percent of Syria’s territory, to rise 


again. It would almost certainly allow Iran 
to gain control of eastern Syria, creating 
a land bridge from Tehran to Damascus 
and Beirut that would increase the danger 
to Israel. As The Washington Post’s Josh 
Rogin notes, instead of taking the terror¬ 
ists’ oil, Trump appears ready to hand it to 
the mullahs. 

Perhaps the most morally troubling con¬ 
sequence of a pullout — meaning that it 
will not trouble this president in the slight¬ 
est — is that it would represent a betrayal 
of the Kurds and Arabs in the Syrian Dem¬ 
ocratic Forces who have fought alongside 
U.S. troops against ISIS. The SDF fighters 
are the most moderate and reliable allies 
that the United States has in Syria. “They 
trusted our first forces on the ground,” 
U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Jonathan Braga told 
NBC, “and we trusted them.” 

The right way to repay their trust is to 
help the SDF establish an autonomous 
zone in the one-third of Syria that it con¬ 
trols. This would protect at least a portion 
of Syrian territory from Russian and Ira¬ 
nian domination and give the United States 
a strong say in that country’s future. 

But Trump seems determined to betray 
the SDF as the United States betrayed 
the South Vietnamese in the 1970s, the 
Afghans in the 1990s and the Iraqis after 
2011. How long before Trump starts re¬ 
considering the commitment to Afghani¬ 
stan that he only halfheartedly supported? 
And what will happen in Iraq if “Fox & 
Friends” informs Trump that the United 
States still has 5,000 troops there? 

If the United States leaves both Syria 
and Iraq, it will be an incalculable windfall 
for Iran, a rogue state that Trump claims 
to hate — but not as much as he seems to 
hate long-term commitments. 

Max Boot, a Washington Post columnist, is Jeane 
J. Kirkpatrick senior fellow for national security 
studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. He 
is the author of “The Road Not Taken: Edward 
Lansdale and the American Tragedy in Vietnam.” 


King’s hopes for the poor remain unfulfilled 


By Paul Stekler 

Special to The Washington Post 

F ifty years ago this week, the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. gave one 
of the best known, yet mostly 
unheard speeches in American 
history, his “Mountaintop” speech. He 
spoke for more than 40 minutes, but only 
his concluding lines, about looking off 
into a promised land he might not reach, 
are widely remembered. For a time, only 
that passage, appearing to prophesize his 
death, could be found. But perceived in its 
original context, his speech is about much 
more than King’s life and fate. It was a call 
for economic justice in the United States, a 
call that remains relevant today. 

By 1968, King had become someone 
very different from the man who gave the 
“I Have a Dream” speech at the March on 
Washington in 1963. He had begun talking 
about solutions to poverty and planning for 
a Poor People’s March on Washington. He 
was called to Memphis, Tenn., to support 
striking black sanitation workers making 
barely a dollar an hour and unable to get 
recognition for their union. They carried 
placards with the simple message “I Am a 
Man.” 

Local organizers soon lost control of a 
march, which erupted into violence. The 
disturbance led to negative media cover¬ 
age of both the strike and King’s planned 
march in Washington. On the stormy night 
of April 3, in front of a small crowd at Mem¬ 
phis’ cavernous Mason Temple, he spoke. 
Years later, I was part of a team work¬ 


ing on “Eyes on the Prize,” Harry Hamp¬ 
ton’s civil rights series for PBS. To tell 
the story of the Memphis strike, we were 
lucky to find an archive of local news foot¬ 
age, thrown out by the stations and liter¬ 
ally rescued from their trash cans by area 
activists. While there was audio of the 
entire Mountaintop speech, we were sur¬ 
prised that our initial search turned up just 
a few minutes of film, mostly the speech’s 
conclusion. 

Over the next year, we found more foot¬ 
age, often snippets discovered in misla¬ 
beled or unidentified boxes. Ultimately, we 
included every bit of what we had found 
for an early rough-cut screening, knowing 
we’d have to cut it down for our final broad¬ 
cast hour. Though we eventually used only 
about two minutes, not a single person at 
that screening suggested cutting a frame 
of King’s speech. It was that powerful. 

Most Americans are familiar with the 
last 60 seconds of the speech, with its fa¬ 
mous declarations “I’ve been to the moun¬ 
taintop” and “I’ve seen the promised land.” 
But the full speech included a call for eco¬ 
nomic justice in language that portended 
the man he might have lived to become. 
King spoke of the arc of history and his 
happiness at being alive during a human 
rights revolution to stand up for workers 
in Memphis. Beyond nonviolent protest, 
he urged boycotts against businesses that 
tolerated injustice, and he called out those 
businesses by name. 

This is not the King of our national holi¬ 
day, but the King who cited the findings of 
the newly released Kerner Commission 


report, angrily declaring that economic 
solutions were being ignored, that if a 
man didn’t have a job or an adequate in¬ 
come, that he had neither life, liberty nor 
any possibility of the pursuit of happiness. 
This King described his Poor People’s 
Movement as a call for radical redistribu¬ 
tion of wealth and economic power in the 
country. 

Jacqueline Shearer and I used this foot¬ 
age in making “The Promised Land,” the 
10th episode of “Eyes on the Prize” — a 
film that is ultimately about loss. The day 
after his speech at the Mason Temple, King 
was assassinated. His Poor People’s Cam¬ 
paign came to Washington the following 
month and eventually failed, its tent city, 
mired in mud on the National Mall, liter¬ 
ally plowed under by the National Guard. 
Over that footage, we hear King one last 
time, as if from the grave, paraphrasing 
from the book of Matthew. 

“One day, we will have to stand before 
the God of history. And we will talk in 
terms of things we’ve done. And its seems 
to me that I can hear the God of history 
saying, ‘That was not enough. For I was 
hungry, and you fed me not.’” 

In our polarized society, economic and 
racial divisions remind us that our work as 
a nation is far from done. The real mean¬ 
ing of King’s Mountaintop speech is as 
relevant today as it was 50 years ago. If 
he were alive today, his exact words might 
differ, but the call for attention to our eco¬ 
nomic disparity could be the same. 

Documentary filmmaker Paul Stekler teaches at 
the University of Texas at Austin. 
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OPINION _ 

We can fix vets’ care without 


privatization 

Tflimp I’Lirii to PWvmLk: Murfi of tlw VA 



By Nancy M. Schlichting 

Special To The Washington Post 

T he Department of Veterans Affairs 
includes the largest health system 
in the United States and the sec¬ 
ond-largest agency in the federal 
government. The system, which accounts 
for close to $200 billion in federal spend¬ 
ing and has more than 350,000 employees, 
covers the health care needs of 9 million 
veterans. 

The idea of doing away with the entire 
system and turning it over to the private 
sector is not only frightening, it’s morally 
reprehensible. And yet, if some high-level 
VA officials in the Trump administration 
get their way, that’s what would happen. 

I spent a year leading a bipartisan com¬ 
mission designed to examine the Veterans 
Health Administration. And as someone 
who has spent 35 years leading large, pri¬ 
vate-sector health systems in urban mar¬ 
kets, I fully appreciate the complexity of 
our nation’s health care system for veter¬ 
ans. No doubt the system has many prob¬ 
lems, in large part created by constant 
turnover in leadership. 

But the VHA also has many great 
strengths. The system has developed pro¬ 
grams that address the service-connected 
injuries and illnesses of veterans, includ¬ 
ing for advanced rehabilitation, prosthetics 
and mental health services. The system’s 
organizational model is also critical for the 
care of men and women who often have 
multiple injuries and illnesses requiring 
daily coordination of services. 

For decades, the VHA has also part¬ 
nered with major academic health sys¬ 
tems across the country to have access to 
the best doctors, to teach young doctors 
about caring for veterans and to conduct 


research specifically focused on veterans’ 
needs, resulting in significant innovations 
in medicine and health care delivery. 

The private sector today is simply inca¬ 
pable of delivering such organized care for 
veterans, and it does not have the capac¬ 
ity or the sophistication in rehabilitation or 
mental health services to meet their com¬ 
plex health care needs. 

I can understand why people may think 
closing the VHA makes sense, given high- 
profile cases of dysfunction at the agency, 
including the wait-time scandal in Phoenix. 
But it is important to listen to the veterans 
who are receiving care within the system 
and to appreciate the scale and complexity 
of what it delivers every day. At the same 
time, we should note that private-sector 
hospitals and health systems have their 
own quality and service problems, and 
they escape the scrutiny of the politically 
charged national spotlight that the VHA 
deals with every day. 

I believe our national leaders should 
focus on thoughtful reform and transfor¬ 
mation, fully utilizing the work of my com¬ 
mission to guide a long-term process of 
change. 

Here are four things that can be done: 

First, instead of outsourcing care to the 
private sector, we can fully credential and 
train private-sector providers. This would 
allow us to manage private-sector and 
VHA care in a coordinated fashion to meet 
all the health care needs of veterans. 

Second, give the agency an upgrade. We 
need to replace its aging information tech¬ 
nology infrastructure with a commercial 
system designed for the delivery of com¬ 
plex health care. And we need to reform 
its human resource system, which would 
include increasing compensation and im¬ 


proving its organization to attract and re¬ 
tain high-quality leadership. 

Third, Congress can pass legislation to 
objectively evaluate and plan for the fu¬ 
ture needs of VA facilities to address the 
significant growth in outpatient demand, 
to improve ambulatory capacity in the 
system and to close and replace some VA 
hospitals. 

Finally, we can put in place an oversight 
board of directors composed of health care 
experts who can govern the transformation 
process. Such a board could be accountable 
to the president to ensure accountability. 

I believe that health care workers, espe¬ 
cially those in the VHA, should be praised 
and appreciated by leaders, not berated and 


criticized. Providing health care is incred¬ 
ibly difficult work — physically, mentally 
and emotionally. How is the VHA going 
to attract great people in the environment 
they are working in today? 

I have learned in my career as a health 
care leader that high standards of perfor¬ 
mance have to be grounded in a culture of 
inspiration and appreciation for those who 
serve patients. A third of VA employees are 
veterans themselves; let’s treat ah of them 
with the great dignity and respect they 
deserve. 

Nancy M. Schlichting, former chief executive of 
the Henry Ford Health System in Detroit, served 
as chairwoman of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs’ Commission on Care from 2015 to 2016. 


2 mistakes Democrats can’t afford to make again 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

T wo top Democrats made dan¬ 
gerous blunders over the past 
few weeks that should serve as a 
warning for politicians opposing 
Donald Trump. 

Former Vice President Joe Biden told 
college students that Trump’s comments 
and actions about women were so offensive 
that if they were in high school, “I’d take 
him behind the gym and beat the hell out 
of him.” 

In India, Hillary Clinton suggested that 
her voters in 2016 were from “optimis¬ 
tic, diverse and dynamic” venues, while 
Trump appealed to voters who “didn’t like 
black people getting rights” and who “don’t 
like women getting jobs.” 

There was a backlash: When you insult 
voters you may need someday, they prob¬ 
ably aren’t going to vote for you; and when 
you mud-wrestle with pigs, the pigs enjoy 
it. 

Biden, who immediately heard from 
friends and family, quickly realized the 
error of his impulsive threat and apolo¬ 
gized. “I shouldn’t have said what I said,” 
he explained. “I don’t want to get down in 
the mosh pit with this guy.” 

Other Democrats will be similarly tempt¬ 
ed when insulted by something Trump has 
done or said, sometimes viciously. 

That became evident in the 2016 Repub¬ 
lican primaries, when Trump repeatedly 
slandered his opponents. Marco Rubio 
decided to respond in kind. He ridiculed 
Trump’s physical appearance, even sug¬ 
gesting a lack of sexual prowess. It back- 



AP 


Former Vice President Joe Biden said he 
regrets saying he’d “beat the hell” out of 
President Donald Trump if they were in 
high school for how Trump treats women. 

fired. “My kids were embarrassed by it,” 
the Florida senator said, and “if I had to do 
it again, I wouldn’t.” 

The porn star Stormy Daniels recently 
said in a “60 Minutes” interview that when 
she had an affair with Trump a dozen 
years ago, she spanked him with a maga¬ 
zine that featured him. There was a private 
suggestion among a couple of Democrats to 
ridicule him with a reference to the old pop 
band, “Spanky and Our Gang.” Bad idea. 
Leave that to late-night comedian Stephen 
Colbert. 


There are legitimate criticisms of 
Trump’s policies, personnel choices, tem¬ 
perament and integrity. These should be 
pointed and sharp without getting in the 
pit. 

Clinton’s remarks should be cause for 
greater concern. During the 2016 cam¬ 
paign, she derided half of Trump’s follow¬ 
ers as “deplorables.” Her speech in India 
created a field day for Fox News and Re¬ 
publican campaigns that are trying to tie 
her remarks to Democrats like Missouri 
Sen. Claire McCaskill, who is running for 
re-election in a state that Trump easily 
carried in 2016. 

The right-wing response is a cheap shot, 
but Clinton’s remarks reflect a condescen¬ 
sion too prevalent among some Democrats, 
who convey a disdain for less educated, 
nonurban Trump voters as ignorant, preju¬ 
diced rubes. 

That’s a problem. It turns out that 2016 
Election Day exit polls were flawed, exag¬ 
gerating the number of college-educated 
voters and undercounting working-class 
whites, as Tom Edsall has convincingly 
written, based on data and experts. More 
reliable than the exit-poll data is a recent 
Pew Research Center survey that estimat¬ 
ed that 44 percent of the 2016 electorate 
was white working class. 

To be sure, there are significant num¬ 
bers of misogynists and especially racists 
in the Trump coalition. I went to fewer 
than a dozen Trump rallies in the presi¬ 
dential campaign and heard racial epithets 
at each one. Trump has pandered to racial 
prejudices for years, and continues to do so 
as president. 


But there were many nonbigots who 
voted for him, venting their anxieties and 
frustrations, feeling that elites — politi¬ 
cians, personified by Clinton, academics, 
the media, Wall Street — looked down on 
them. They relished that Trump was giv¬ 
ing those elites hell. 

If Democrats are to score big in the mid¬ 
terms this November, they must capture 
some of these voters. If they don’t, they’ll 
lose incumbents in Missouri, West Virgin¬ 
ia, Indiana and elsewhere. 

The focus on the Democrats’ battle to 
win a majority in the House is on subur¬ 
ban districts. But to achieve the necessary 
two dozen or more victories, they will have 
to win in districts like one in Maine that 
is rural and working class, or like one in 
small-town southern New Jersey, or in 
downstate Illinois, or in California’s Cen¬ 
tral Valley. 

Looking ahead to 2020, if Trump runs 
for re-election, Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Wisconsin will be must-win states for 
Democrats. The Pew survey indicates that 
Clinton got 28 percent of the white work¬ 
ing-class vote in 2016; in 2012, President 
Barack Obama won 36 percent of these 
voters. If Clinton had matched Obama with 
this group, she would have won those three 
states. 

There are valuable lessons for Demo¬ 
crats, if they heed them: Don’t get in the 
gutter with Trump and get over a mindset 
that tells voters they are not part of an “op¬ 
timistic, diverse and dynamic” America. 

Albert R. Hunt is a Bloomberg View columnist. He 
was executive editor of Bloomberg News, before 
which he was a reporter, bureau chief and execu¬ 
tive Washington editor at The Wall Street Journal. 
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I NEW ZEALANP &H0ULP 
= 3E FAR ENOUGH 
S FROM THE 

NUCLEAR FALLOUT. 



BECAUSE OF PONALP TRUMP, 
I’M TAKING MY SON 
ANP I'M MOPING TO 
NEW ZEALANP. 



TRUMP'S A BULLY. THE 
WHOLE WORLP KNOWS IT. 
ONE PAY HE'S GOING TO 
THREATEN THE WRONG 
COUNTRY, ANP THEN IT'LL 
BE ARMAGEPPON. 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Flamenco cheer 
4 Ran in the wash 
8 Prudish 

12 Mojito ingredient 

13 Green land 

14 Ancient letter 

15 Cudgel 

16 Tool in a trunk 
18 Japanese 

fish dish 

20 Candied veggie 

21 Porgy’s love 
24 Oman neighbor 
28 Rope contest 

32 Florida county 

33 Mimic 

34 French 
composer Erik 

36 Young fox 

37 Numbered rds. 
39 Photos of perps 
41 Rich cake 

43 Marathoner’s 
tempo 

44 Piercing tool 

46 Alpha’s opposite 
50 Carpet cleaner’s 
need 

55 Yr. parts 

56 Verbal 

57 Falling-out 

58 Hosp. scan 

59 Use a sponge 

60 Small barrels 

61 “Of course” 


DOWN 

1 Spheres 

2 Hawaiian 
feast 

3 911 responders 

4 Tenets 

5 Actress Lucy 

6 Work unit 

7 Like morning 
grass 

8 Aspiring doc’s 
program 

9 Scamper 

10 Business mag 

11 “I’m not 
impressed” 

17 Shaft of light 
19 “The Wire” airer 

22 Did the crawl 

23 Stopped lying? 
25 Shark variety 


26 Tend texts 

27 Trawler gear 

28 Small fruit pie 

29 Doing 

30 Will of “The 
Waltons” 

31 Latvia’s capital 
35 Prom dates 
38 Not wobbly 
40 Haw’s partner 
42 Farm female 
45 Songbird 

47 TV trophy 

48 Impale 

49 Unrepaired 

50 Squabble 

51 Mentalist 
Geller 

52 Hiatus 

53 Dead heat 

54 D followers 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



4-4 


CRYPTOQUIP 


TLTQUBN LUS XLHR BFLQJ B 


FZBQJO TBRZBHJ ALHJZXJBHJ 


DNLV BDNKAB: “RLLS RLUUO, 


V K X X V B U K , ” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOULD A GNOMELIKE 
TROUBLEMAKER INHABITING MOSCOW’S 
CITADEL BE KNOWN AS THE KREMLIN GREMLIN? 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARStQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


■ People saying Free Dog 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 


Churches 


Wurzburg church of Christ 

is having an Open House on the 
22nd of April 2018 From 
1400-1600 Hours at 
Barbarastrasse 29 
97074 Wurzburg Germany 

Everyone is Welcome 


Landstuhl American Dentistry 

is hiring full-time 
dental assistants! 

If you are an English speaking 
(American or German) dental 
assistant, please call 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
(06371) 594-6275 


_H&R BLOCK 8 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


"'Spring in Garmisch!*' 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
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Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 
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movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 


Pro basketball 

1 

Deals 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College hockey 


NCAA Men’s Tournament 

FINAL FOUR 
At San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 

Michigan 69, Loyola of Chicago 57 
Villanova 95, Kansas 79 

National Championship 
Monday, April 2 

Villanova 79, Michigan 62 

USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the final 2017-18 
USA Today women’s college basketball 
poll, with first-place votes in parenthe¬ 
ses, final records, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (32) 35-3 800 6 

2. Mississippi State 

3. UConn 

4. Louisville 

5. Oregon 

6. South Carolina 

7. UCLA 

8. Oregon State 

9. Baylor 

10. Texas 

11. Texas A&M 

12. Duke 

13. Stanford 

14. Florida State 26-7 337 11 

15. Ohio State 28-7 323 10 

16. N.C. State 26-9 318 22 

17. Tennessee 25-8 298 13 

18. Maryland 26-8 238 16 

19. Georgia 26-7 213 17 

20. Central Michigan 30-5 201 - 

21. Buffalo 29-6 166 - 

22. Missouri 24-8 159 15 

23. DePaul 27-8 138 23 

24. South Florida 26-8 74 20 

25. Florida Gulf Coast 31-5 63 - 

Others receiving votes: Green Bay 45, 

Oklahoma State 27, Indiana 25, Mercer 
23, Quinnipiac 12, Marquette 11, Michi¬ 
gan 11, Belmont 10, Minnesota 9, Miami 
8, Syracuse 7, Virginia 6, Virginia Tech 5, 
Villanova 4, LSU 3, Nicholls 2, Little Rock 


College baseball 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, with records through April 1, 
total points and previous ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 


37-2 764 


28-7 470 
26-10 451 
24-9 389 


1. Florida 

2. Stanford 

3. Oregon State 

4. N.C. State 

5. Mississippi 

6. Clemson 

7. Duke 

8. Georgia 

9. Florida State 

10. UCLA 

11. Louisville 

12. Texas Tech 

13. Indiana 

14. Arkansas 

15. Illinois 

16. Stetson 

17. Vanderbilt 

18. East Carolina 

19. Oklahoma 

20. Nevada 

21. LSU 

22. Florida Gulf Coast 

23. Missouri 

24. Missouri State 

25. Auburn 

26. Sam Houston State 

27. Coastal Carolina 

28. Wichita State 

29. Southern Miss. 

30. North Carolina 


NBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

x-Toronto 55 21 .724 - 

x-Boston 53 23 .697 2 

x-Cleveland 47 30 .610 m 

x-Philadelphia 46 30 .605 9 

x-lndiana 46 31 .597 9'/2 

x-Washington 42 35 .545 13'/ 2 

Miami 41 36 .532 14'/z 

Milwaukee 41 36 .532 14'/2 

Detroit 37 40 .481 18'/2 

Charlotte 34 44 .436 22 

New York 27 50 .351 28'/2 

Chicago 26 51 .338 29V1 

Brooklyn 25 52 .325 30'/2 

Orlando 22 54 .289 33 

Atlanta 22 55 .286 33'/2 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

z-Houston 62 15 .805 - 

y-Golden State 56 21 .727 6 

x-Portland 48 29 .623 14 

San Antonio 45 32 .584 17 

Oklahoma City 45 33 .577 17'/2 

Utah 44 33 .571 18 

Minnesota 44 34 .564 I8V2 

New Orleans 43 34 .558 19 


Denver 


42 35 .545 20 


Record Pts Prv 

25-5 495 3 

20- 3 493 2 

21- 4 490 1 

23- 5 488 6 

25-4 487 7 

22- 6 485 8 

24- 5 482 13 

21- 7 480 23 

22- 7 478 9 

16- 7 475 5 

19- 8 472 10 

23- 6 470 11 

20- 5 468 17 

19- 9 465 14 

17- 7 463 12 

23-5 461 25 

17- 11 460 4 

20- 6 457 28 

20-10 455 - 

15-9 452 - 

18- 11 451 19 

22-5 449 - 

21- 7 447 22 

19- 7 442 - 

22- 7 440 16 

20- 7 439 - 

21- 9 437 20 

19-6 434 18 

19-7 430 21 

18-10 427 - 


_ 33 43 .434 

Sacramento 25 53 .321 37'/2 

Dallas 23 54 .299 39 

Memphis 21 56 .273 41 

Phoenix 19 59 .244 43 M 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 
z-clinched conference 

Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia 119, Charlotte 102 
Chicago 113, Washington 94 
Indiana 111, L.A. Clippers 104 
San Antonio 100, Houston 83 
Atlanta 94, Orlando 88 
Cleveland 98, Dallas 87 
Detroit 108, Brooklyn 96 
Oklahoma City 109, New Orleans 104 
Utah 121, Minnesota 97 
Denver 128, Milwaukee 125, OT 
Golden State 117, Phoenix 107 
Portland 113, Memphis 98 
Sacramento 84, L.A. Lakers 83 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Cleveland 
Atlanta at Miami 
Orlando at New York 
Boston at Milwaukee 
Charlotte at Chicago 
Golden State at Oklahoma City 
Washington at Houston 
Portland at Dallas 
Indiana at Denver 
L.A. Lakers at Utah 
Sacramento at Phoenix 
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers 
Wednesday's games 
Dallas at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Miami at Atlanta 
Boston at Toronto 
Memphis at New Orleans 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers 
Thursday's games 
Golden State at Indiana 
Brooklyn at Milwaukee 
Portland at Houston 
Washington at Cleveland 
L.A. Clippers at Utah 
Minnesota at Denver 

Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Washington 
Charlotte at Orlando 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 
Dallas at Detroit 
Chicago at Boston 
Indiana at Toronto 
Miami at New York 
Sacramento at Memphis 
New Orleans at Phoenix 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Iona at Rider, ccd. 

Maristo 8, Siena 5 

St. Anselm 14, Assumption 6 

Queens (NY) at Molloy, ppd. 

Stonehill 6, St. Michael’s 0 
SOUTH 

Averett 3-7, E. Mennonite 0-3 
Freed-Hardeman 3, Williams Baptist 2 

MIDWEST 

Adrian 18-5, Kalamazoo 3-2 
Asbury 5-5, Cincinnati Christian 4-10, 
G1 10 innings 

Indiana-Southeast 5, Brescia 1 
Georgetown (Ky.) at Indiana-South- 
east, ppd. 

FAR WEST 

Air Force 12, Utah Valley 6 
Arizona 16, New Mexico 6 
Oregon St. 3, Nevada 2,11 innings 
Pacific 10, Hawaii 1 
San Diego St. 6, Washington 4 
Stanford 4, Gonzaga 3 


World rankings 

Through April 1 

1. Dustin Johnson US 

2. Justin Thomas US 

3. Jon Rahm ES 

4. Jordan Spieth 

5. Justin Rose 

5. Hideki Matsuyama 
7. Rory Mcllroy 

3. Rickie Fowler 
9. Sergio Garcia 
0. Brooks Koepka 

1. Jason Day 

2. Tommy Fleetwood 

3. Paul Casey 

4. Henrik Stenson 

5. Alex Noren 

6. Marc Leishman 

7. Tyrrell Hatton 
B. Phil Mickelson 
9. Bubba Watson 
0. Matt Kuchar 

1. Pat Perez 

2. Rafael Cabrera Bello 

3. Brian Harman 

4. Patrick Reed 

5. Kevin Kisner 

6. Xander Schauffele 

7. Francesco Molinari 
B. Charley Hoffman 
9. Ian Poulter 
0. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

1. Louis Oosthuizen 

2. Gary Woodland 

3. Branden Grace 

4. Tony Finau 

5. Patrick Cantlay 

6. Ross Fisher 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Acquired LHP 
Luis Ysla from the Los Angeles Dodgers 
for RHP Jesus Liranzo. Agreed to terms 
with OF Michael Saunders on a minor 
league contract. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Claimed OF 
Abraham Almonte off outright waivers 
from Cleveland. Designated RHP Miguel 
Almonte for assignment. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Voided the mi¬ 
nor league option of RHP Ben Heller and 
placed him on the 10-day DL, retroactive 
to March 27). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Seny OF Cam¬ 
eron Perkins outright to Tacoma (PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Selected the con¬ 
tract of RHP Bartolo Colon from Round 
Rock (PCL). Optioned RHP Nick Gardew- 
ine to Round Rock. Transferred RHP Ri¬ 
cardo Rodriguez from the 10- to the 60- 
day DL. Announced IB Tommy Joseph 
cleared waivers and accepted an out¬ 
right assignment to Frisco (Texas). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Sent LF 
Yasmany Tomas outright to Reno (PCL). 
Optioned RHP Stefan Crichton to Reno 
(PCL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Selected the 
contract of RHP Anibal Sanchez from 
Gwinnett (IL). Activated C Carlos Perez. 
Designated RHP Miguel Socolovich for 
assignment. Placed RHP Josh Ravin on 
the 10-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Acquired 
RHP Jesus Liranzo from Baltimore for 
LHP Luis Ysla and optioned him to Tulsa 
(Texas). 

MIAMI MARLINS - Designated RHP 
Severino Gonzalez for assignment. Se¬ 
lected the contract of RHP Trevor Rich¬ 
ards from Jacksonville (SL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Placed RHP 
Joe Musgrove on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to Friday. Recalled RHP Clay Holmes 
from Indianapolis (IL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Placed C 
Matt Wieters on the 10-day DL. Recalled 
C Pedro Severino from Syracuse (IL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed G Damion 
Lee for the remainder of the season. As¬ 
signed Fs Tyler Cavanaugh and Jeremy 
Evans, and transferred G Josh Magette 
and F Andrew White III to Erie (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed LS 
Luke Rhodes. 

NEW YORK JETS - Claimed TE Clive 
Walford off waivers from Oakland. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed WR 
Dwayne Harris. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with LB Will Compton on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Fined Boston F Brad Marchand 
$5,000 for cross-checking. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned F Dillon 
Dube to Stockton (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled G 
Jeff Glass from Rockford (AHL). Assigned 
G Collin Delia to Rockford. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Reassigned F 
Dylan Sadowy from Grand Rapids (AHL) 
to Toledo (ECHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Tanner Jeannot to a three-year, entry- 
level contract. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed F Mar¬ 
ian Studenic to a three-year, entry-level 
contract. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS - Announced 
Fs Henrik and Daniel Sedin will retire at 
the end of the season. 

COLLEGE 

MICHIGAN STATE - Freshman F Jaren 
Jackson announced he is entering the 
NBA Draft. 


LPGA Tour money leaders 

Through April 2 

Trn Money 

.. Inbee Park 4 $480,221 

!. Pernilla Lindberg 7 $461,036 

!. Jessica Korda 4 $413,820 

[. Ariya Jutanugarn 7 $359,292 

jpn b.rr 5. Jin Young Ko 6 $328,101 

NIR 6.49 6. Michelle Wie 6 $325,414 

USA 6.09 7. Brittany Lincicome 6 $305,778 

ESP 5.70 8. Eun-Hee Ji 5 $303,525 

USA 5.68 9. Moriya Jutanugarn 7 $267,845 

AUS 5.49 10. Jennifer Song 5 $251,259 

ENG 5.45 11. Minj'ee Lee 5 $220,799 

ENG 5.43 12. Cristie Kerr 6 $215,443 

SWE 5.08 13. Lexi Thompson 5 $214,721 

SWE 5.03 14. Nelly Korda 6 $212,561 

AUS 4.81 15. Lizette Salas 6 $210,168 

ENG 4.67 16. Marina Alex 7 $206,656 

USA 4.40 17. Charley Hull 7 $203,530 

USA 4.24 18. Brooke M. Henderson 7 $196,619 

USA 4.21 19. Shanshan Feng 5 $195,969 

USA 4.20 20. Wei-Ling Hsu 5 $188,062 

ESP 3.93 21. Danielle Kang 5 $180,078 

USA 3.92 22. Amy Yang 5 $159,704 

USA 3.74 23. Caroline Masson 7 $159,204 

USA 2.72 24. Hannah Green 5 $144,098 

USA 3.44 25. Jenny Shin 6 $125,104 

ITA 3.34 26. Austin Ernst 7 $113,053 

USA 3.32 27. Jeong Eun Lee 5 $112,837 

” ■” Laura Davies 4 $112,212 

Megan Khang 7 $110,841 

Chella Choi 7 $109,724 

Bronte Law 5 $106,734 

Pornanong Phatlum 6 $106,600 

So Yeon Ryu 6 $106,270 

_ Angela Stanford 7 $104,898 

ENG 2.98 35. In Gee Chun 4 $104,450 


ENG 7.52 


3.26 

3.18 

3.16 

3.15 

3.05 

3.04 


Monterrey Open 

Monday 
Club Sonoma 
Monterrey, Mexico 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Ana Bogdan (6), Romania, def. Victo¬ 
ria Rodriguez, Mexico, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Alison Riske, United States, def. Ev¬ 
geniya Rodina, Russia, 6-0, 7-6 (4). 

Sachia Vickery (7), United States, def. 
Irina Falconi, United States, 6-1, 6-4. 

Ajla Tomljanovic (8), Australia, def. 
Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 4- 
6, 6-1, 7-6 (6). 

Lesia Tsurenko (3), Ukraine, def. Nao 
Hibino, Japan, 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-4. 

Magdalena Rybarikova (2), Slovakia, 
def. Risa Ozaki, Japan, 6-4, 6-3. 


First Round 

Valeria Savinykh and Yana Sizikova, 
Russia, def. Marcela Zacarias and Re¬ 
nata Zarazua, Mexico, 6-3, 6-0. 

Naomi Broady, Britain, and Sara Sor- 
ribes Tormo, Spain, def. Jacqueline Cako, 
United States, and Cornelia Lister, Swe¬ 
den, 6-3, 6-2. 

Volvo Car Open 

Monday 

At The Family Circle Tennis Center 
Charleston, S.C. 

Purse: $776,000 (Premier) 
Surface: Green Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Alize Cornet (14), France, def. Katery- 
na Bondarenko, Ukraine, 6-1, 6-2. 

Christina McHale, United States, def. 
Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-2. 

Bernarda Pera, United States, def. 
Jana Cepelova, Slovakia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany, def. Na¬ 
talia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 7-5, 6-2. 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 
Andrea Petkovic, Germany, 6-4, 7-5. 

Kiki Bertens (12), Netherlands, def. Ve¬ 
ronica Cepede Royg, Paraguay, 6-4, 6-1. 

Fanny Stollar, Hungary, def. Francesca 
di Lorenzo, United States, 7-5, 6-1. 

Daria Gavrilova (11), Australia, def. 
Ons Jabeur, Tunisia, 1-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Naomi Osaka (10), Japan, def. Jennifer 
Brady, United States, 6-4, 6-4. 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Silvia Soler- 
Espinosa, Spain, 6-1, 6-4. 

Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Maryna 
Zanevska, Belgium, 6-1, 6-4. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (15), Romania, 
def. Vera Lapko, Belarus, 6-4, retired. 

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. 
Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Caroline Dolehide, United States, def. 
Johanna Larsson, Sweden, 5-7, 6-0, 6-4. 


First Round 

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Maria 
Jose Martinez Sanchez (3), Spain, def. 
Alicja Rosolska, Poland, and Abigail 
Spears, United States, 6-1, 6-3. 

Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, and Sara 
Errani, Italy, def. Tatjana Maria, Germa¬ 
ny, and Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, 6-4, 7-5. 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


New York City FC 4 0 1 13 10 4 

Columbus 3 1 1 10 9 5 

Atlanta United FC 3 1 0 9 8 6 

New England 2 11 7 6 5 

New York 2 2 0 6 10 5 

Montreal 2 2 0 6 5 5 

Philadelphia 111 423 

Orlando City 12 1 4 6 8 

Toronto FC 1 2 0 3 3 4 

D.C. United 0 3 2 2 5 10 

Chicago 0 2 1 16 8 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

T Pts GF GA 


Sporting KC 
Vancouver 
LA Galaxy 


2 1 1 


1 10 10 
1 10 ‘ 


Minnesota United 2 3 0 6 6 9 

FC Dallas 1 0 2 5 5 2 

Colorado 111 464 

Houston 12 1 4 7 6 

Real Salt Lake 12 1 4 4 9 

San Jose 1 2 0 3 6 7 

Portland 0 2 2 2 4 9 

Seattle 0 3 0 0 0 5 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, March 30 
Toronto FC 3, Real Salt Lake 1 
Saturday, March 31 
Orlando City 4, New York 3 
LA Galaxy 4, Los Angeles FC 3 
Vancouver 2, Columbus 1 
Portland 2, Chicago 2, tie 
Atlanta United FC 1, Minnesota United 0 
New York City FC 2, San Jose 1 
New England 2, Houston 0 
Sporting Kansas City 1, D.C. United 0 
Colorado 3, Philadelphia 0 
Montreal 1, Seattle 0 

Friday, April 6 
Montreal at New England 
Saturday, April 7 

Los Angeles FC at Atlanta United FC 
San Jose at Philadelphia 
Colorado at FC Dallas 
Columbus at Chicago 
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake 
Sunday, April 8 
Portland at Orlando City 
Sporting Kansas City at LA Galaxy 


NCAA Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Worcester, Mass. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 

Boston University 3, Cornell 1 
Michigan 3, Northeastern 2 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Michigan 6, Boston University 3 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Bridgeport, Conn. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Notre Dame 4, Michigan Tech 3, OT 
Providence 1, Clarkson 0 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame 2, Providence 1 
MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Ohio State 4, Princeton 2 
Denver 5, Penn State 1 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Ohio State 5, Denver 1 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 
Air Force 4, St. Cloud State 1 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Minnesota State 
Mankato 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Air Force 1 
FROZEN FOUR 
At St. Paul, Minn. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 5 

Ohio State (26-9-5) vs. Minnesota Du¬ 
luth (23-16-3) 

Notre Dame (27-9-2) vs. Michigan (22- 
14-3) 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 


Fight schedule 

April 7 

At Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas, Jarrett Hurd vs. Erislandy Lara, 
12, IBF-WBA junior middleweight titles; 
Caleb Truax vs. James DeGale, 12, for 
Truax’s IBF super middleweight title; Ju¬ 
lian Williams vs. Nathaniel Gallimore, 12, 
junior middleweights. 

At San Juan, Puerto Rico, Angel Acosta 
vs. Ryuji Hara, 12, for Acosta’s WBO ju¬ 
nior flyweight title. 

At Gray Eagle Resort & Casino, Cal¬ 
gary, Michael Farenas vs. Guadalupe Ro¬ 
sales, lightweights. 

April 12 

At Fantasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca¬ 
lif., Francisco Vargas vs. Rod Salka, 10, 
junior lightweights. 

April 13 

At Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
Bethlehem, Pa., Edner Cherry vs. Dennis 
Galarza, 10, super featherweights. 

At The Armory, Minneapolis (FS1), 
Jamal James vs. Abel Ramos, 10, welter¬ 
weights. 

April 14 

At The 02, London, Billy Joe Saunders 
vs. Martin Murray, 12, for Saunders’ WBO 
middleweight title; Terry Flanagan vs. 
Maurice Hooker, 12, for the vacant WBO 
super lightweight title; Darryll Williams 
vs. Lennox Clarke, 10, super middle- 
weights. 

At Las Vegas, Jerwin Ancajas vs. Jo¬ 
nas Sultan, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF junior 
bantamweight title. 

April 15 

At Yokohama, Japan, Ryota Murata vs. 
Felice Blandamura, 12, for Murata’s WBA 
World middleweight title; Daigo Higa vs. 
Cristopher Rosales, 12, for Higa’s WBC 
flyweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Ganigan Lo¬ 
pez, 12, for Shiro’s WBC junior flyweight 
title. 

April 19 

At Coliseo de Puerto Rico, San Juan, 
Lamont Roach, Jr. vs. Orlando Cruz, 10, 
super featherweights; Jose Lopez vs. 
Miguel Gonzalez, 10, lightweights. 

April 21 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Adrien Broner vs. Jessie Vargas, 12, ju¬ 
nior welterweights; Jermall Charlo wel¬ 
terweight vs. Hugo Centeno Jr., 12, for in¬ 
terim WBC middleweight title; Gervonta 
Davis vs. Jesus Cuellar, 12, for the vacant 
WBA junior lightweight title. 

At Echo Arena, Liverpool, England, 
Amir Khan vs. Phil Lo Greco, 12, welter¬ 
weights. 

April 28 

At Philadelphia, Jessie Magdaleno vs. 
Isaac Dogboe, 12, for Magdaleno’s WBO 
junior featherweight title; Jesse Hart vs. 
Demond Nicholson, 10, super middle- 
weights; Bryant Jennings vs. Joey Dawe- 
jko, 10, heavyweights. 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Daniel Jacobs vs. Maciej Sulecki, 12, 
middleweights; Jarrell Miller vs. Johann 
Duhaupas, 12, heavyweights. 

Mays 

At T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas, Gen¬ 
nady Golovkin vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, for 
Golovkin’s IBF-WBA-WBC middleweight 
titles. 

May 11 

At Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Oleksandr 
Usyk vs. Murat Gassi’ev, 12, for IBF-WBA- 
WBC cruiserweight title (World Boxing 
Super Series final). 























Wednesday, April 4,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 25 


NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

X-Boston 78 49 17 12 110 261 201 

x-TampaBay 79 52 23 4 108 283 228 

x-Toronto 80 48 25 7 103 272 228 

y-Washington 80 48 25 7 103 251 232 

x-Pittsburgh 80 45 29 6 96 263 246 

Columbus 79 44 29 6 94 231 217 

Philadelphia 79 40 25 14 94 238 235 

New Jersey 79 42 28 9 93 238 236 

Florida 78 40 30 8 88 235 238 

Carolina 80 35 34 11 81 222 250 

N.Y. Rangers 79 34 36 9 77 228 256 

N.Y. Islanders 79 32 37 10 74 253 288 

Detroit 79 30 38 11 71 207 242 

Montreal 79 28 39 12 68 199 252 

Ottawa 79 27 41 11 65 215 280 

Buffalo 79 25 42 12 62 189 265 

Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-Nashville 79 51 17 11 113 258 204 

x-Winnipeg 79 49 20 10 108 266 212 

y-Vegas 79 50 22 7 107 263 213 

x-Minnesota 79 44 25 10 98 242 221 

x-San Jose 79 44 25 10 98 243 217 

Los Angeles 80 44 28 8 96 232 195 

Anaheim 79 41 25 13 95 224 212 

Colorado 80 42 29 9 93 250 231 

St. Louis 79 43 30 6 92 217 212 

Dallas 79 40 31 8 88 224 216 

Calgary 79 36 33 10 82 209 241 

Chicago 79 32 37 10 74 223 245 

Edmonton 80 34 40 6 74 227 258 

Vancouver 79 30 40 9 69 208 253 

Arizona 79 28 40 11 67 201 248 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia 4, Boston 3, OT 
Nashville 4, Tampa Bay 1 
New Jersey 2, Montreal 1 
Washington 3, Pittsburgh 1 
Anaheim 4, Colorado 3, OT 
Monday’s games 
Toronto 5, Buffalo 2 
Florida 3, Carolina 2 
Winnipeg 6, Ottawa 5 
Minnesota 3, Edmonton 0 
Washington 4, St. Louis 2 
Los Angeles 3, Colorado 1 
Tuesday’s games 
Detroit at Columbus 
N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders 
Nashville at Florida 
Winnipeg at Montreal 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Calgary 
Vegas at Vancouver 
Dallas at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Buffalo 
Chicago at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Columbus 
Nashville at Washington 
Carolina at Philadelphia 
Toronto at New Jersey 
N.Y. Rangers at N.Y. Islanders 
Montreal at Detroit 
Boston at Florida 
Calgary at Winnipeg 
Vegas at Edmonton 
Arizona at Vancouver 
Minnesota at Los Angeles 
Colorado at San Jose 

Monday 

Maple Leafs 5, Sabres 2 

Buffalo 0 11-2 

Toronto 1 3 1—5 

First Period—1, Toronto, Johnsson 2 
(Polak, Plekanec), 5:44. 

Second Period—2, Buffalo, Reinhart 
24 (O’Reilly, Ristolainen), 2:27 (pp). 3, 
Toronto, Matthews 32 (Johnsson, Rielly), 
5:01 (pp). 4, Toronto, Nylander 18 (Mat¬ 
thews), 7:39.5, Toronto, Nylander 19 (Hy¬ 
man), 10:32. 

Third Period—6 , Buffalo, Pominville 
14 (Baptiste, Scandella), 2:56 (pp). 7, To¬ 
ronto, Matthews 33 (Nylander, Gardiner), 
6:29 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 9-10-15-34. 
Toronto 12-15-9-36. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 2 
of 5; Toronto 2 of 3. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Johnson 10-14-3 (36 
shots-31 saves). Toronto, McElhinney 11- 
5-1 (34-32). 

A-18,846 (18,819). T-2:31. 


Panthers 3, Hurricanes 2 

Carolina 1 1 0—2 

Florida 2 0 1-3 

First Period—1, Carolina, van Riems- 
dyk 3 (Williams, B.McGinn), 3:44. 2, Flor¬ 
ida, Weegar 2 (McCann, Malgin), 4:03. 3, 
Florida, Dadonov 27 (Barkov, Trocheck), 
19:50 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Carolina, Ryan 15 
(Stempniak, Dahlbeck), 13:48. 

Third Period—5, Florida, Petrovic 2 
(Sceviour, Barkov), 12:02. 

Shots on Goal—Carolina 10-10-9-29. 
Florida 19-8-8-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 1; Florida 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Carolina, Darling 13-20-7 (35 
shots-32 saves). Florida, Luongo 16-11-2 
(29-27). 

A-10,619 (19,250). T-2:21. 

Jets 6, Senators 5 

Winnipeg 3 2 1—6 

Ottawa 1 2 2-5 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Copp 7 
(Trouba, Lowry), 2:42. 2, Winnipeg, Mor¬ 
rissey 7 (Lowry, Copp), 11:36. 3, Win¬ 
nipeg, Wheeler 21 (Scheifele, Connor), 
11:57. 4, Ottawa, Chabot 8 (Karlsson, 
Duchene), 18:26. 

Second Period—5, Ottawa, Duchene 25 
(Hoffman, Karlsson), 1:28 (pp). 6, Winni¬ 
peg, Tanev 8,6:25 (sh). 7, Ottawa, Chabot 
9 (Hoffman, White), 11:58. 8, Winnipeg, 
Wheeler 22 (Scheifele), 12:46. 

Third Period—9, Ottawa, Wolanin 
1 (Hoffman, Dzingel), 4:47. 10, Winni¬ 
peg, Perreault 17 (Ehlers, Myers), 14:38 
(pp). 11, Ottawa, Duchene 26 (Karlsson, 
Chabot), 18:55 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 13-13-14— 
40. Ottawa 11-13-13-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
1 of 3; Ottawa 2 of 5. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 42-11- 
9 (37 shots-32 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 

22- 24-6 (40-34). 

A-17,122 (18,572). T-2:45. 

Capitals 4, Blues 2 

Washington 0 3 1—4 

St. Louis 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Tarasenko 32 
(Pietrangelo, Brodziak), 3:38. 

Second Period—2, Washington, Back- 
strom 20 (Connolly), 0:51. 3, Washington, 
Chiasson 9 (Jerabek), 2:39. 4, Washing¬ 
ton, Burakovsky 11 (Backstrom, Orpik), 
7:54. 5, St. Louis, Berglund 14 (Brodziak, 
Bortuzzo), 11:38. 

Third Period—6, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 46 (Kuznetsov), 18:29 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Washington 8-15-11- 
34. St. Louis 7-14-15-36. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing- 

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 33-16-4 
(36 shots-34 saves). St. Louis, Allen 27- 

23- 3 (33-30). 

A-18,841 (19,150). T—2:30. 

Wild 3, Oilers 0 

Edmonton 0 0 0—0 

Minnesota 1 1 1—3 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Parise 14, 
3:33. 

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Parise 
15 (Koivu, Brodin), 8:24. 

Third Period—3, Minnesota, Eriksson 
Ek 6 (Winnik, Coyle), 19:16. 

Shots on Goal —Edmonton 8-11-3—22. 
Minnesota 13-6-21—40. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 2; Minnesota 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Edmonton, Talbot 29-31-3 (39 
shots-37 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 34- 
15-7 (22-22). 

A-19,189 (18,064). T-2:25. 

Kings 3, Avalanche 1 

Colorado 0 10—1 

Los Angeles 2 0 1—3 

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Mitchell 6 
(Thompson, Doughty), 9:29. 2, Los Ange¬ 
les, Brown 24 (Kopitar, Martinez), 12:32 
(sh). 

Second Period—3, Colorado, Kerfoot 
19 (Wilson, Andrighetto), 4:31 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Los Angeles, Clifford 
6 (Kempe, Lewis), 2:00. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 7-10-11—28. 
Los Angeles 5-11-9-25. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
1 of 3; Los Angeles 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Colorado, Bernier 18-12-3 (25 
shots-22 saves), Hammond 0-1-0 (0-0). 
Los Angeles, Quick 32-27-3 (28-27). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:29. 



Joe Skipper/AP 


The Panthers’ MacKenzie Weegar, left, fights the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ Roland McKeown during Monday’s game in Sunrise, Fla. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Maple Leafs center William Nylander, left, scores his second goal of the period past Buffalo Sabres 
goaltender Chad Johnson during second period of Monday’s game in Toronto. 

Roundup 


Playoff-bound Leafs tie 
franchise points record 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — William Nyl¬ 
ander and Auston Matthews each 
had two goals and an assist as 
the playoff-bound Toronto Maple 
Leafs beat the Buffalo Sabres 5-2 
on Monday night. 

Andreas Johnsson also scored 
as the Maple Leafs extended a 
franchise record with their 48th 
win and matched the team mark 
for points (103) set in 2003-04. 
Backup goalie Curtis McElhin¬ 
ney stopped 32 shots to help To¬ 
ronto win for the 15th time in the 
last 17 at home. 

Matthews extended his point 
streak to seven games in Toron¬ 
to’s 28th home win of the season. 
He has five goals and 10 points on 
his run. 

Sam Reinhart got his career- 
high 24th goal for the last-place 
Sabres, and Jason Pominville 
also scored. Chad Johnson fin¬ 
ished with 31 saves. 

Kings 3, Avalanche 1: Dustin 
Brown’s short-handed goal helped 
host Los Angeles move back into 
third place in the Pacific Division 
with a win over Colorado. 

Torrey Mitchell and Kyle Clif¬ 
ford also scored for the Kings, 
who are one point ahead of Ana¬ 
heim. Jonathan Quick made 27 
saves and the Kings won their 
third consecutive home game. 

Alexander Kerfoot had a 
power-play goal and Jonathan 
Bernier stopped 22 shots for the 
Avalanche. 

Colorado leads St. Louis by one 
point for the second Western Con¬ 


ference wild card, but the Blues 
have a game in hand. The Ava¬ 
lanche host the Blues on Saturday 
in the final game of the regular 
season for both. 

Panthers 3, Hurricanes 2: Al¬ 
exander Petrovic scored the tie¬ 
breaking goal in the third period 
and host Florida snapped a three- 
game skid. 

Evgenii Dadonov and MacKen¬ 
zie Weegar also scored to help the 
Panthers pull five points behind 
idle New Jersey for the second 
wild card in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference. Florida has four games 
remaining, one more than the 
Devils. Roberto Luongo stopped 
26 shots. 

Derek Ryan and Trevor van 
Riemsdyk scored for Carolina, 
and Scott Darling finished with 
32 saves. 

Wild 3, Oilers O: Zach Parise 
scored twice and Devan Dubnyk 
made 22 saves to blank his origi¬ 
nal team, pushing host Minnesota 
to the brink of the playoffs. 

Playing for the first time in 
nearly three years without stal¬ 
wart defenseman Ryan Suter, 
the Wild wrapped up their home 
schedule with a postseason-cali¬ 
ber performance punctuated by 
a staggering 21-3 shots advantage 
in the third period. Joel Eriksson 
Ek added an empty-net goal as 
the Wild finished 27-6-8 at Xcel 
Energy Center, currently the 
second-best home record in the 
NHL. 

Cam Talbot made 37 saves for 
the Oilers, who lost their fifth 


straight game and ensured a sub- 
80-point finish for the eighth time 
in the nine years. 

Capitals 4, Blues 2: Nicklas 
Backstrom started a three-goal 
second period, Braden Holtby 
made 34 saves, and visiting 
Washington won for the seventh 
time in eight games and 11th in 
the last 13. 

Alex Ovechkin got his league¬ 
leading 46th goal, and Alex Chi¬ 
asson and Andre Burakovsky also 
scored for the Capitals. Holtby 
won for the fourth time in his last 
five starts, and improved to 7-0-0 
in seven career starts against St. 
Louis. 

Vladimir Tarasenko and Patrik 
Berglund scored for the Blues, 
who lost their second straight. 
Jake Allen finished with 30 
saves. 

Jets 6, Senators 5: Blake 
Wheeler scored twice and visit¬ 
ing Winnipeg held off Ottawa. 

Andrew Copp had a goal and 
an assist, and Josh Morrissey, 
Brandon Tanev and Mathieu Per¬ 
reault also scored for the Jets, 
who pulled five points behind 
first-place Nashville in the Cen¬ 
tral Division with three games re¬ 
maining. Adam Lowry and Mark 
Scheifele each had two assists, 
and Connor Hellebuyck stopped 
32 shots. 

Thomas Chabot and Matt 
Duchene each scored twice and 
Christian Wolanin got his first 
NHL goal for Ottawa, which was 
playing its final home game of the 
season. 
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MASTERS 


The roars are back for Tiger 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated. Press 

AUGUSTA, Ga. — The roar sounded like 
Sunday at Augusta National. 

This was Monday afternoon, and it was 
so sudden and thunderous that it reached 
the clubhouse. It was loud enough to startle 
spectators who wondered what they had 
missed. They had a pretty good idea who 
it was. 

Tiger Woods is back at the Masters. 

Woods teed off with Justin Thomas and 
Fred Couples shortly before 3 p.m. when 
thousands of fans were making their way 
toward the exit. Thousands more crowded 
around the tee, lined the first fairway and 
followed him down the par-5 second hole. 
Some of them rushed over to the third 
hole to stake out a spot. Most of them sur¬ 
rounded the second green, and they were 
responsible for all the noise when Woods 
chipped in from behind the green. 

About the only thing missing was a beam 
of light from the heavens. 

Any talk about this being one of the most 
anticipated Masters in years starts with one 
player. Woods is at Augusta National for the 
first time since 2015, at least with his golf 
clubs, and he showed during the Florida 
swing of the PGA Tour that he is more than 
capable of winning a fifth green jacket. 

“When Tiger walked onto the range 
today, you can tell there’s an anticipation 
and an excitement from the crowd to watch 
him compete again,” Justin Rose said. 

Woods was at Augusta National last 


year only for the Champions Dinner, and 
it wasn’t much fun. If the pain in his lower 
back wasn’t enough, it was looking out at 
the course he loves and knowing that he 
wouldn’t be playing the major he calls a 
“players’ heaven” for the second straight 
year, and maybe never. 

Fusion surgery — his fourth on his lower 
back in four years — followed a few weeks 
later. 

And now it looks as though he never left. 

Woods still hasn’t won a tournament in 
the five PGA Tour events he has played 
this year, but he has shot par or better in 
his last 10 rounds. He was runner-up by 
one shot at the Valspar Championship. He 
was one shot out of the lead at the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational until indecision sent 
his tee shot on the 16th hole out of bounds. 

He hasn’t won the Masters since 2005, 
so long ago that only 18 players from then 
are in the field this year, and 15 of them are 
Masters champions. 

“You hear guys talk about the early 2000s 
and that intimidation factor,” said Rickie 
Fowler, who made his major championship 
debut 10 years ago at Torrey Pines, where 
Woods won his 14th and last major. “The 
young guys in a way have heard about that. 
I think they’re getting to see some of that as 
far as his presence and him being out on the 
golf course and getting a glimpse of what 
he’s capable of. But I think we relish the op¬ 
portunity to play against him and see him 
back to maybe close to where he was.” 

Monday is typically a lazy practice round 


at the Masters, which has only 87 players 
competing this year. Most players have been 
to Augusta National over the last few weeks 
to get acquainted with any subtle changes 
and recall sight lines. That’s the heavy 
work, followed by a light load in the practice 
rounds this week to conserve energy. 

So it was unusual to see so many people, so 
late in the afternoon, chasing after Woods. 

He is not a one-man show when it comes 
to slipping on the green jacket. Rose badly 
wants one, especially after missing a short 
par putt on the 17th hole and losing in a 
playoff last year. So does Jason Day, who 
still hasn’t watched the 2013 highlights 
when he lost a two-shot lead with three 
holes to play and saw Adam Scott become 
the first Australian to win the Masters. 

Rory Mcllroy is going for the career 
Grand Slam. It’s a long list of contenders, 
typical of a sport that is getting deeper 
with talent each year. 

But when it comes to star power, col¬ 
lectively they don’t match the impact of 
Woods. That much was evident by the size 
of the galleries and the spike in the televi¬ 
sion ratings when he was on or near the 
leaderboard on Sunday during three Flori¬ 
da tournaments. 

“I think when it comes to Tiger and the 
Tigermania that comes with it, everyone 
wants to see him win and play the way he 
did before,” Day said. “Everyone is kind 
of champing at the bit for him to kind of 
get here and see how he’s moving and ev¬ 
erything. I think everyone is kind of solely 
focused on Tiger and what he’s going to do 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Tiger Woods hits his tee shot on the 13th 
hole during a practice round on Tuesday 
for the Masters in Augusta, Ga. 

here and seeing if he can get to No. 15. But 
that’s fine with us. That’s fine with me.” 

Day believes it can only help him, Mc¬ 
llroy, Dustin Johnson, Jordan Spieth and 
many others not get caught up in the hoop¬ 
la and go about trying to get into conten¬ 
tion. And if Woods happens to be there on 
Sunday, then no worries. Or maybe fewer 
worries. 

“I think on my good day I’ve got a good 
chance of beating him. I honestly believe 
that,” Day said. “I think that there’s 10, 20 
other guys out there that honestly believe 
they can beat Tiger as well at his good day. 
... But there’s going to be a buzz around 
Augusta this week with Tiger being on 
the grounds, and it’s going to be exciting 
to see.” 


Watson envisions the shots, not just victories 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Bubba Watson watches his putt on the 13th green during a practice round Monday for the Masters at 
Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga. 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — Bubba Wat¬ 
son sees golf differently from 
anyone else. 

His most famous shot is still 
that gap wedge he hit from a for¬ 
est of pine trees to the right of the 
10th fairway at Augusta National 
in a playoff, the one he hooked 
some 40 yards to an elevated 
green. “If I have a swing, I have 
shot,” is the credo he shares with 
longtime caddie Ted Scott. 

It’s what he often refers to as 
“Bubba golf.” 

What he still has trouble seeing 
is the amount of trophies that are 
starting to pile up. 

He won the Dell Technologies 
Match Play for his second victory 
in his last four starts, the first 
time he has ever won twice in a 
season before the Masters. It was 
his second World Golf Champion¬ 
ship and his 11th victory on the 
PGA Tour. 

“A guy named Bubba from Bag¬ 
dad, Florida, never had a lesson,” 
he said, a story he repeats often 
because part of him still can’t 
believe all he’s done. “All I had 
is dreams and creativity. I enjoy 
playing golf because that’s what 
I’m doing as a kid. I’m a kid who 
happens to be 39 now, and some¬ 
how I keep getting trophies.” 

His victory at Austin Country 
Club was remarkable for a num¬ 
ber of reasons. 

He doesn’t like this format. 
Watson reached the semifinals 
his first year of the Match Play, 
but he never got beyond the 


fourth round in his next six ap¬ 
pearances. That might explain 
why he booked a vacation start¬ 
ing Sunday. 

Even when he reached the 
final round, he never imagined 
he would be playing for the title. 
His semifinal match was against 
Justin Thomas, who could have 
reached No. 1 in the world with a 
win. Watson saw that match going 
differently. 

“Justin Thomas making every 
putt and me losing, him looking at 
me and going, ‘I’m No. 1.’ Truly, 
he’s playing so good,” Watson 


said. 

Watson caught him on a day 
when Thomas couldn’t buy a 
putt, and Watson made his share 
of them in a 3-and-2 victory that 
sent him into a championship 
match that wasn’t much of a con¬ 
test. He faced Kevin Kisner, who 
survived a 19-hole semifinal vic¬ 
tory over Alex Noren. An hour 
later, Kisner couldn’t hit a shot 
where he was aiming and lost six 
of the first seven holes. The only 
reason he didn’t lose all seven 
was because Watson missed a 4- 
foot birdie putt. 


What satisfies Watson the most 
is where he was headed last year. 
He was not in a good spot. 

Watson still keeps to himself the 
health issues last year that caused 
his weight to drop to 160 pounds. 
He won’t attribute his worst year 
on the PGA Tour to playing the dif¬ 
ferent colors of a Volvik golf ball, 
which he no longer uses. And he 
doesn’t get into details of the con¬ 
versation he had with his wife and 
those closest around him, when he 
contemplated retirement. 

Watson stays plenty busy with 
two children and business inter¬ 


ests that range from a candy shop 
to a car dealership to a minor 
league baseball team. 

“There’s a lot of time I could be 
wasting — not wasting, but im¬ 
proving those businesses,” Wat¬ 
son said. “Or I could be struggling 
to make cuts on the PGA Tour. So 
that was my option. Which one?” 

It goes back to his vision, and 
the reason he was attracted to 
golf in the first place. 

“I want to be creative,” Watson 
said. “I want to let my mind run 
wild on the golf course. That was 
my passion. And the other things 
are my passion, but right now I 
still feel like I have the ability to 
play golf.” 

Watson played 109 holes over 
five days, and only once did he 
get to the 18th hole. What pleased 
him the most was staying focused 
on all but about four or five shots 
for the week, most of those excep¬ 
tions on the 13th hole that didn’t 
suit his eye. 

Fittingly, that’s where the tro¬ 
phy presentation took place when 
he finished up his 7-and-6 victory 
over Kisner. 

And now he heads to Augusta 
National, where the two-time 
Masters champion is sure to be 
one of the favorites.. 

“A favorite? That’s stuff that we 
don’t care about,” Watson said. 
“We want to try to go out and do 
our jobs. And if we do our job 
well, we think we’re good enough 
to beat the other guys.” 

He can see that happening, es¬ 
pecially at the Masters, because 
it’s already happened twice. 
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MASTERS/SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Firefighter enjoying unlikely 
spot among pros at Augusta 



Deontay Wilder poses for photographs after the WBC heavyweight 
champion defeated Luis Ortiz in New York on March 3. Wilder 
said Tuesday he’s ready to fight Anthony Joshua in a heavyweight 
unification bout, and is willing to travel to the United Kingdom. 

Briefly 

Wilder ready for 
bout with Joshua 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

AUGUSTA, Ga. — When Matt 
Parziale steps outside of this mo¬ 
ment he’s living, a firefighter- 
turned-Masters golfer, he can 
understand why everyone finds it 
so compelling. 

This is the sort of over-the-top 
script they usually come up with 
in Hollywood. 

“It’s incredible,” Parziale said 
with a chuckle Monday, having 
just finished a practice round 
at Augusta National. “But,” he 
quickly added, turning serious, “I 
don’t see it that way. Because I’ve 
obviously lived it.” 

Yep, the 30-year-old from Sta¬ 
tion 1 in Brockton, Mass., is tak¬ 
ing a break from his regular 
job, the one where he might put 
his life on the line most any day 
against some fearsome inferno, to 
tee off at the Masters. 

Amen Corner can’t seem all 
that intimidating to someone 
whose real life involves wading 
through thick smoke, unable to 
see what’s right in front of their 
face, unsure if their next breath 
might be their last. 

Not even Hollywood can do it 
justice. 

“We’re pulling walls, ceilings, 
cutting holes in roofs,” Parziale 
said, talking about firefighting in¬ 
stead of his short game. “Because 
you’re trying to find the fire. It 
gets in the walls and the attic. You 
have stuff flying everywhere, peo¬ 
ple swinging tools everywhere. A 
lot of things can happen. You can’t 
see a thing, so might as well close 
your eyes. Yeah, it’s pitch black. 
It’s not like the movies.” 

About five years ago, Parziale 
gave up on his dream of being a 
professional golfer, having failed 
to make his mark on various mini¬ 


tours. He reclaimed his amateur 
status and became a firefighter 
in his hardscrabble hometown, 
which has certainly produced its 
share of top sports figures, from 
Rocky Marciano to Marvin Ha- 
gler to A1 Davis. 

It was a logical step. Parziale’s 
dad, Vic, spent more than three 
decades as a Brockton firefighter. 
Matt had been around the station 
pretty much his entire life. He 
liked the life, knew what he was 
getting himself into. 

“You don’t make a lot of money,” 
said Vic Parziale, who retired last 
November. “But it’s steady.” 

During his down time, Matt 
continued to play golf, though 
those long, cold New England 
winters meant putting away his 
clubs for months at a time. For 
three years running, he entered 
the Mid-Amateur Championship, 
the top tournament for post-col¬ 
lege golfers who aren’t profes¬ 
sionals, but he failed to win even 
a single match. 

Then, last fall at a club outside 
of Atlanta, Parziale’s fortunes 
suddenly turned. 

After making it through two 
days of stroke play as one of the 
top 64 players, Parziale won a 
match for the first time. Then an¬ 
other. And another. And another. 
And another. 

Finally, in a 36-hole final that 
didn’t go nearly that far, Parziale 
won going away, beating Josh 
Nichols 8 and 6. 

The firefighter was headed to 
the Masters. 

“I’ll bet no other firefighter had 
played the Masters, have they?” 
his proud father asked a small 
group of reporters. 

He didn’t even wait for the 
answer. 

“Yeah, I’ll take that bet,” Vic 
Parziale said. 


Matt will have his dad on the 
bag at Augusta National, just as 
he handled looping duties during 
the Mid-Amateur. He’s mainly 
there to keep his son relaxed, to 
make it seem like another day at 
the firehouse, just waiting for the 
next call. 

“We talk about the fire depart¬ 
ment, the house he’s building, his 
dogs,” Vic Parziale said. “Any¬ 
thing to change the pace.” 

There’s one important task Vic 
doesn’t do, which is why he sug¬ 
gested that his son hook up with a 
caddie who has some experience 
navigating Augusta National’s 
treacherous greens. 

“I can’t read the putts,” Vic 
conceded. 

His son found that thoroughly 
amusing. 

“He hasn’t read a putt for me in 
12 years,” Matt deadpanned, “so 
I don’t know why he thought he 
would start now.” 

After a bit of a stumble sizing 
up his caddie gear — Vic didn’t 
know his size, apparently, for a 
white coverall — father and son 
are ready to carry on with this 
improbable journey. 

Matt is taking a leave from 
his firefighting job, giving him a 
chance to focus on his golf while 
he plays the Masters and, come 
June, the U.S. Open at Shinnecock 
Hills, another perk of winning the 
Mid-Amateur. He’s also planning 
to get married, so it’s a busy time 
indeed. 

But when everything settles 
down again, he plans to return to 
a life fighting fires. 

And playing some golf, too. 

“I enjoy where I am,” Parziale 
said. “I’m very fortunate to be 
able to do two things that I love 
doing — playing competitive golf 
and then having a career that I 
really do enjoy.” 


Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—Deon¬ 
tay Wilder says he’s ready to fight 
Anthony Joshua in a heavyweight 
unification bout, and is willing to 
travel overseas. 

Wilder canceled a scheduled 
media conference call Tuesday, 
instead issuing a statement saying 
he’s “ready to come to the [United 
Kingdom] for my next fight.” He 
says co-managers Shelly Finkel 
and A1 Haymon are available 
to begin talks to set up the fight 
“immediately.” 

Joshua (21-0, 20 knockouts) 
won a unanimous decision over 
Joseph Parker on Saturday in 
Cardiff, Wales. He holds four title 
belts, while Wilder (40-0,39 KOs) 
is the WBC champion. 

The winner would be the first 
undisputed heavyweight cham¬ 
pion since Lennox Lewis in 2000. 

Joshua promoter Eddie Hearn 
said afterward the fight needs to 
happen this year, but called Wild¬ 
er’s representatives “erratic and 
unpredictable.” 

'King of Biathlon’ 
Bjoerndalen retiring 

OSLO, Norway — Norwegian 
biathlete Ole Einar Bjoerndalen, 
the most decorated male Winter 
Olympian in history with 13 med¬ 
als, has retired from the sport. 

Nicknamed “The King of Bi¬ 
athlon,” the 44-year-old Bjoern¬ 
dalen competed at six Olympics. 
Of his 13 medals, eight were gold. 
He also won 45 world champion¬ 
ship medals. 

Bjoerndalen failed to qualify 
for the Pyeongchang Games and 
revealed on Tuesday he struggled 
with heart murmurs. 

Bjoerndalen had been the most 
decorated Winter Olympian, male 
or female, but he was overtaken 
in February by cross-country 
skier Marit Bjoergen, who has 15 
medals, including eight golds. 


ETSU football coach 
Sanders put on leave 

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. — East 
Tennessee State placed recently 
hired football coach Randy Sand¬ 
ers on paid administrative leave 
Monday while it investigates a 
“potential violation of university 
policy.” 

No other details were provided 
in the one-sentence statement. 

The Johnson City Press re¬ 
ported Monday that sources said 
Sanders was suspended after al¬ 
legedly hitting a player’s helmet 
during practice on Friday 

Sanders was hired Dec. 17 to 
replace Carl Torbush, who an¬ 
nounced his retirement. 

Sanders was co-offensive coor¬ 
dinator at Florida State on Jimbo 
Fisher’s staff last season. He 
was Florida State’s quarterbacks 
coach in 2013, when the Semi- 
noles won the national title while 
quarterback Jameis Winston won 
the Heisman Trophy. 

Stewart reaches deal 
in track fatality suit 

UTICA, N.Y. — The family of 
a race car driver fatally injured 
when struck by Tony Stewart’s 
sprint car has apparently reached 
a settlement in its wrongful death 
lawsuit against the former NAS¬ 
CAR star. 

According to a notice posted in 
federal court records on Monday, 
Judge David Hurd set an April 12 
settlement hearing in Utica, N.Y. 

Kevin Ward Jr. was killed in 
August 2014 at Canandaigua Mo- 
torsports Park after he exited 
his car following a crash into the 
wall lining the dirt track in up¬ 
state New York following a bump 
from Stewart’s vehicle. Ward was 
walking in the direction of Stew¬ 
art’s car when he was struck and 
killed by the veteran driver. 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Matt Parziale, right, the U.S. Mid-Amateur champion who works as a firefighter in his hometown in 
Massachusetts, shares a laugh with Rory Mcllroy on the first green during a practice round Monday for 
the Masters at Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga. 
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American League 


East Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Baltimore 
Tampa Bay 

Chicago 
Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Kansas City 

Houston 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Oakland 


Central Division 


West Division 


200 3 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Washington 4 0 1.000 — 

New York 2 1 .667 l'A 

Atlanta 2 2 .500 2 

Miami 2 3 .400 2V4 

Philadelphia 1 2 .333 2V4 

Central Division 

Pittsburgh 4 0 1.000 - 

Milwaukee 3 1 .750 1 

St. Louis 2 2 .500 2 

Chicago 2 3 .400 2'A 

Cincinnati 1 3 .250 3 

West Division 

Arizona 3 1 .750 — 

Colorado 2 2 .500 1 

San Francisco 2 2 .500 1 

Los Angeles 2 3 .400 l'A 

San Diego 0 4 .000 3 

Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, ppd. 
Pittsburgh 5, Minnesota 4 
Detroit 6, Kansas City 1 
Toronto 4, Chicago White Sox 2 
Boston 7, Miami 3 
Houston 6, Baltimore 1 
Oakland 3, Texas 1 
Cleveland 6, L.A. Angels 0 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets, ppd. 

St. Louis 8, Milwaukee 4 
Cincinnati 1, Chicago Cubs 0 
Washington 8, Atlanta 1 
Arizona 8, L.A. Dodgers 7,15 innings 
Colorado 7, San Diego 4 

Tuesday’s games 
Kansas City at Detroit 
Seattle at San Francisco 
Boston at Miami 
Chicago White Sox at Toronto 
Baltimore at Houston 
Texas at Oakland 
Cleveland at L.A. Angels 
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets 
Washington at Atlanta 
St. Louis at Milwaukee 
L.A. Dodgers at Arizona 
Colorado at San Diego 

Wednesday's games 
Tampa Bay (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (Sev- 
erino 1-0) 

Kansas City (Duffy 0-1) at Detroit 
(Norris 0-0) 

Baltimore (Wright Jr. 0-0) at Houston 
(Keuchel 0-1) 

Cleveland (Kluber 0-1) at L.A. Angels 
(Skaggs 1-0) 

Minnesota (Odorizzi 0-0) at Pittsburgh 
(Nova 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Fulmer 0-0) at To¬ 
ronto (Sanchez 0-1) 

Seattle (Hernandez 1-0) at San Fran¬ 
cisco (Cueto 0-0) 

Texas (Fister 1-0) at Oakland (Manaea 
0-1) 

Washington (Scherzer 1-0) at Atlanta 
(Foltynewicz 0-0) 

Philadelphia (Nola 0-0) at N.Y. Mets 
(Syndergaard 1-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Wood 0-0) at Arizona 
(Corbin 1-0) 

St. Louis (Martinez 0-1) at Milwaukee 
(Chacin 0-0) 

Colorado (Gray 0-1) at San Diego 
(Richard 0-0) 

Monday 

Cardinals 8, Brewers 4 

St. Louis Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

De.Fwirrf 5 0 11 Cain cf 4 111 

Phamcf 4 0 10 Yelich rf 4 0 0 0 

M.Crpnt2b 4 12 0 Braun If 4 0 0 0 

Lyons p 0 0 0 0 T.Shaw3b 4 12 0 

Munoz 3b 10 10 Thames lb 4 12 2 

Ozunalf 5 110 Pinac 4 12 1 

Mrtinez lb 3 0 0 1 Villar 2b 4 0 10 

Y.Mlinac 4 110 Arciass 3 0 0 0 

DeJong ss 4 2 3 3 Davies p 2 0 0 0 

Gyorko3b 2 2 2 1 Wodruffp 0 0 0 0 

G.Grcia3b 1 0 0 0 Sogard ph 10 0 0 

Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 Drake p 0 0 0 0 

Mikolas p 3 112 Aguilar ph 10 0 0 
B.Nrris p 0 0 0 0 

Wong 2b 10 0 0 

Totals 37 813 8 Totals 35 4 8 4 

St. Louis 002 024 000-8 

Milwaukee 011 002 000-4 

E—Davies (1), Mikolas (1). DP—St. 

Louis 1. LOB—St. Louis 5, Milwaukee 5. 
2B—Gyorko (1), T.Shaw (4), Thames (1). 
HR-DeJong (3), Mikolas (1), Cain (1), 
Thames (1), Pina (1). CS—De.Fowler (1), 
Pham (1). SF—Martinez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Mikolas W,1-0 5Vs 7 4 4 0 5 

Norris H,1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

' 0 0 1 


Lyor 

Hick 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

Oakland’s Jed Lowrie doubles in two runs against Texas during the seventh inning on Monday. 


Blue Jays 4, White Sox 2 

Chicago Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Moncada2b 3 0 10 D.Trvis2b 4 0 0 0 

A.Grciarf 4 0 0 0 Dnldsondh 4 111 

J.Abreulb 4 0 3 0 Smoaklb 4 0 0 0 

Dvidsondh 4 0 0 0 Solarte3b 3 0 0 0 

W.Cstll c 4 2 2 2 Grndrsn If 3 110 

Ti.Andrss 4 0 0 0 Grichukrf 10 0 0 

L. Grcia If 3 0 0 0 R.Mrtinc 3 112 

Y.Sanch 3b 1 0 0 0 Pillar cf 3 0 0 0 

Engel Cf 3 0 0 0 A.Diazss 3 111 

Totals 30 2 6 2 Totals 28 4 4 4 

Chicago 000 100 100-2 

Toronto 000 001 21x-4 

E—J.Garcia (1), R.Martin (1), Y.Sanchez 
(1). DP-Chicago 1, Toronto 3. LOB-Chi- 
cago 6, Toronto 4. 2B—J.Abreu (1). HR— 
W.Castillo 2 (2), Donaldson (1), R.Martin 
(1), A.Diaz (1). SB—Y.Sanchez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Lopez 6 21126 

Avilan H,1 'A0 1110 

Farquhar L,l-1 BS,1 l'A 2 2 2 0 0 

Bummer 'A 0 0 0 1 0 

Toronto 

Garcia 6 4 112 7 

Oh W.1-0 1 11110 

TeperaH,l 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Osuna S,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Garcia (Sanchez), by Oh 
(Sanchez). T-2:51. A-16,629 (53,506). 

Astros 6, Orioles 1 

Baltimore Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Davislb 3 0 10 Sprngercf 5 12 1 

M. Mchdoss 4 0 0 0 Bregman3b3 Oil 

Schoop 2b 4 0 10 Altuve2b 5 0 11 
A.Jonescf 4 0 2 0 Correa ss 10 0 0 

Mancini If 4 111 J.Davis lb 4 0 0 0 

Rasmus rf 3 0 10 Reddick rf 2 110 

Beckham 3b 4 0 0 0 M.Gnzalb-ss4 1 1 1 
P.AIvrz dh 3 0 0 0 Gattisdh 4 0 10 

Joseph c 3 0 0 0 B.McCnn c 2 2 2 0 

Sisco ph 1 0 0 0 Fisher If 3 12 2 

Totals 33 1 6 1 Totals 33 611 6 

Baltimore 000 000 001-1 

Houston 100 301 10x-6 

LOB—Baltimore 8, Houston 10. 2B— 
Schoop (1), Rasmus (1), Springer (2), 
Bregman (2), Altuve (2). 3B—Fisher (2). 
HR—Mancini (1), Ma.Gonzalez (1). CS— 
Reddick (1). SF-Fisher (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


0 0 2 6 


Tillman L,0-1 

Castro 

Bleier 

O’Day 

Houston 

Morton W,l-0 

Peacock 


Athletics 3, Rangers 1 

Texas Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choorf 4 0 2 0 Semienss 3 110 

Gallo lb 4 0 11 Lowrie 2b 4 0 12 

Andrus SS 5 0 10 M.OiSOn lb 3 0 2 0 

Beltre 3b 4 0 0 0 K.Davisif 4 0 10 

Mazaradh 4 0 10 Smlnski If 0 0 0 0 

R.Chrnsc 4 0 0 0 Joyce dh 3 0 0 0 

Odor 2b 4 0 0 0 Pscotty rf 4 0 0 0 

Rualf 3 0 10 M.Chpmn3b 4 1 2 1 

Profarph 0 0 0 0 Lucroyc 3 12 0 

Rbinsoncf 3 110 Powell cf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 35 1 7 1 Totals 31 3 9 3 

Texas 000 010 000-1 

Oakland 001 000 20x-3 

E-Piscotty (1). DP-Texas 1. LOB- 
Texas 11, Oakland 7. 2B—Lowrie (1), Lu- 
croy (1). HR—M.Chapman (2). SB—Rua 
(1), Robinson (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Colon 6 7 1114 

Jepsen L,0-1 % 1 2 2 11 

Diekman 'A 1 0 0 11 

Bush 1 0 0 0 0 1 


5X, 


licks 


l'A 


6 0 6 


Milwaukee 

Davies L,0-1 SVs 8 

Woodruff l'A 3 

Drake 2 2 o o l o 

HBP—by Davies (Gyorko). WP-Miko- 
las. T—2:59. A-45,393 (41,900). 


Tillman pitched to 1 batter in the 5th 
HBP—by Morton (Rasmus), by Bleier 
(McCann). WP-Tillman. T-2:52. A- 
42,675 (41,168). 

Indians 6, Angels 0 

Cleveland Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 0 10 Cozart2b 5 0 10 

Kipnis 2b 5 0 0 0 Trout cf 3 0 0 0 

E.Gnzal 2b 0 0 0 0 Upton If 2 0 0 0 

Jose.Rm3b 3 0 0 0 Pujols dh 4 0 0 0 

Alonso lb 4 2 11 K.CIhun rf 4 0 0 0 

Encrncodh 4 111 A.Smmnsss4 0 2 0 

Chsnhll rf 4 110 Vlbuena3b 4 0 10 

Gomes c 2 0 0 0 J.Marte lb 4 0 2 0 

Naquin If 2 112 Mldnadoc 3 0 0 0 

Guyerph-lf 2 0 11 

Zimmer cf 4 110 

Totals 34 6 7 5 Totals 33 0 6 0 

Cleveland 011 300 010-6 

Los Angeles 000 000 000-0 

E—Maldonado (1). LOB—Cleveland 7, 
Los Angeles 10.2B—Guyer (1), Cozart (3). 
HR—Alonso (2), Encarnacion (3), Naquin 
(1). SB—Zimmer (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Clevinger W,l-0 5'A 4 0 0 2 5 

Olson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Goody l'A 1 0 0 0 0 

McAllister 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Belisle l ioooo 

Los Angeles 

Ramirez L,0-1 4% 5 5 4 2 3 

Alvarez l'A 0 0 0 1 1 

Bard l'A 1 112 1 

Ramirez l'A 1 0 0 13 

HBP—by Goody (Upton), by Belisle 
T—3:25. A—43,904 (45,050). 


2 7 


(Maldonado). T— 


Hatcher W,2-0 Vs 1 0 0 0 0 

Treinen S,l-1 l'A 1 0 0 11 

WP-Buchter, Treinen. T-3:10. A- 
7,416 (46,765). 

Reds 1, Cubs 0 

Chicago Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

I. Happcf 3 0 10 Winker rf 2 0 0 0 

Strop p 0 0 0 0 W.Prlta p 0 0 0 0 

Bryant 3b 3 0 0 0 R.lglss p 0 0 0 0 

Rizzo lb 3 0 0 0 Pnnngtn ss 2 0 0 0 

Cntrras C 4 0 0 0 Votto lb 4 0 0 0 

Schwrbr If 2 0 0 0 Gennett2b 4 0 10 

Russell ss 4 0 0 0 Suarez 3b 3 110 

Heywrd rf-cf 3 0 0 0 Duvall If 4 0 0 1 

J. Baez 2b 3 0 10 Brnhartc 4 0 3 0 

Chtwood p 2 0 0 0 Hmilton cf 3 0 0 0 

J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 Mahlep 10 0 0 

Zobrstph-rf 0 0 0 0 Gsselin ph 10 0 0 

J.Hghesp 0 0 0 0 

Ervin rf 0000 
Totals 27 0 2 0 Totals 28 1 5 1 

Chicago 000 000 000-0 

Cincinnati 000 100 OOx—1 

E-Bryant (2). DP-Chicago 1, Cincin¬ 
nati 1. LOB—Chicago 6, Cincinnati 10. 
2B—Barnhart (1). 3B—J.Baez (1), Suarez 
(1). CS-Schwarber (1). S-Mahle (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Chatwood L,0-1 6 4 116 4 

Wilson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Strop 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Cincinnati 

Mahle W,l-0 6 1 0 0 2 7 

Hughes H,1 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Peralta H,1 % 1 0 0 1 2 

Iglesias S,l-1 l'A 0 0 0 1 2 

HBP—by Mahle (Rizzo). WP-Chat- 
wood. T—2:33. A-18,963 (42,319). 

Tigers 6, Royals 1 

Kansas City Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jayrf 3 0 0 0 Martin cf 4 12 0 

Mrrfeld 2b 4 0 10 Cndlrio3b 5 110 

Mstakas 3b 4 0 0 0 M.Cbrralb 3 111 

Dudalb 3 0 0 0 Cstllnsrf 4 2 2 1 

Cthbert lb 10 10 V.Mrtindh 3 0 2 3 

Orlando Cf 4 0 10 J.McCnnc 4 0 11 
Solerdh 3 0 0 0 Mahtooklf 3 0 0 0 

A.Grdon If 3 0 0 0 Goodrumss4 0 0 0 

A.Escbrss 3 12 0 D.Mchdo2b4 1 1 0 
Buterac 2 0 0 1 

Totals 30 1 5 1 Totals 34 610 6 

Kansas City 001 000 000-1 

Detroit 001 040 10x-6 

E—Merrifield (1). DP-Detroit 1. LOB- 
Kansas City 5, Detroit 8. 2B—A.Escobar 
(1), Candelario (1), V.Martinez (1). 3B— 
A.Escobar (1), Castellanos (2). CS—Jay 
(1). SF-Butera (1), V.Martinez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Hammel L,0-1 5 7 5 5 3 3 

Keller 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Boyer 1 21100 

Herrera 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Detroit 

Liriano W,l-0 6% 4 112 3 

Jimenez Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Stumpf Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Saupold 1 1 0 0 0 0 

WP-Liriano. T-2:46. A-15,476 (41,297). 


Pirates 5, Twins 4 

Pittsburgh 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 

B.Dzier2b 5 111 Hrrison2b 4 10 0 
Mauer lb 4 110 Polanco rf 1111 
Sano3b 3 110 S.Martecf 4 10 0 

E.Rsrio If 4 0 10 J.Bell lb 3 0 10 

E.Escbrss 4 12 1 Dckrson If 3 0 0 0 

Kepler rf 3 0 11 Smoker p 0 0 0 0 

Buxton cf 4 0 0 0 Nvrskas p 0 0 0 0 

J. Cstro c 3 0 0 0 Freese ph 0 0 0 0 

Lynn p 1 0 0 0 Feliz p 0 0 0 0 

Rogers p 0 0 0 0 Kontosp 0 0 0 0 

Grssman ph 1 0 0 0 Crvelli c 2 10 0 

Hldnbrgp 0 0 0 0 Moran 3b 3 114 

Mrrisonph 0 0 0 0 Mercer ss 2 0 10 

Dukep 0 0 0 0 S.Rdrigss 2 0 10 

Ad.Reed p 0 0 0 0 Taillonp 2 0 0 0 

Adranzaph 1 0 0 0 Ed.Sntnp 0 0 0 0 

A.Frzer If 10 0 0 
Totals 33 4 7 3 Totals 27 5 5 5 

Minnesota 000 004 000-4 

Pittsburgh 500 000 00x-5 

DP-Minnesota 1, Pittsburgh 1. LOB- 
Minnesota 6, Pittsburgh 10. 2B-Sano (1), 
E.Escobar (2), Kepler (2), Polanco (3). HR- 

B. Dozier (3), Moran (1). S—A.Frazier (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Lynn L,0-1 4 3 5 5 6 3 

Rogers 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Hildenberger 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Duke 'A 0 0 0 2 2 

Reed l'A 1 0 0 3 1 

Pittsburgh 

Taillon W,l-0 5’/3 4 2 2 0 9 

Santana A 2 2 2 0 0 

Smoker 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Neverauskas H,2 l'A 0 0 0 1 0 

Feliz H,2 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Kontos S,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Smoker pitched to 1 batter in the 
6th HBP—by Neverauskas (Morrison). 
WP—Taillon, Santana. T-3:26. A-30,186 
(38,362). 

Diamondbacks 8, 
Dodgers 7 (15) 

Los Angeles Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pderson cf-lf 7 1 2 1 D.Prlta If 7 110 

C. Sagerss 7 13 1 K.Marte2b 7 13 1 

Puig rf 8 0 10 Gldschm lb 4 2 10 

Grandal c 6 2 3 2 Pollock cf 6 12 1 

Bllnger lb 7 14 1 Owings rf 6 113 

M.Kemp If 2 0 10 Lamb 3b 6 12 1 

Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 Ahmed SS 6 13 1 

K. Hrnanph 1 0 0 0 Avila c 4 0 0 0 

Cngrani p 0 0 0 0 T.WIker p 2 0 0 0 

Chrgoisp 0 0 0 0 Hiranop 0 0 0 0 

Fields p 0 0 0 0 Marrero ph 1 0 0 0 

A.Brnes ph 10 10 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 
K.Jnsenp 0 0 0 0 McFrlnd p 0 0 0 0 

Strplng p 0 0 0 0 Dscalso ph 1 0 0 0 

K.Frmerph 100 0 DLRsap 0000 
Font p 0 0 0 0 Bxbrger p 0 0 0 0 

Utley 2b 6 0 11 J.Dyson ph 10 0 0 

Frsythe3b 8 12 1 Bradley p 0 0 0 0 

Ryup 2 0 0 0 Salas p 10 0 0 

P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 Mathis ph 10 11 

C.Tylor ph-cf 5 1 1 0 

Totals 61 719 7 Totals 53 8 14 8 
Los Angeles 300 001 110 000 001-7 
Arizona 101 100 003 000 002-8 

DP—Los Angeles 3, Arizona 1. LOB— 
Los Angeles 19, Arizona 12.2B—Pederson 
(1), Grandal (1), Goldschmidt (1), Pollock 
2 (3), Ahmed (3). 3B-K.Marte 2 (2). HR- 
Grandal (1), Forsythe (1), Owings (1). 
CS-Lamb (1). S-Font 2 (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Ryu 3% 5 3 3 5 2 

Baez l'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Alexander H,1 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Cingrani H,1 % 0 0 0 0 1 

ChargoiS H,1 'A l 0 0 11 

Fields H,1 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Jansen BS,1 1 1 3 3 2 0 

Stripling 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Font L,0-1 4'A 5 2 2 1 4 

Arizona 

Walker 5 8 3 3 2 4 

Hirano 1 1110 1 

Chafin 1 2 110 1 

McFarland 1 2 110 1 

De La Rosa 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Boxberger 1 10011 

Bradley 2 10 0 12 

Salas W,1-1 3 3 112 0 

WP—McFarland. T-5:46. A-21,735 
(48,519). 


Red Sox 7, Marlins 3 

Boston Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 5 12 1 Brinson cf 5 0 2 0 

Bnntndi If 4 110 Detrich If 3 0 0 0 

H.Rmirzlb 5 2 2 2 Ja.Trnrp 0 0 0 0 

Devers 3b 5 0 2 1 Wallach ph 10 0 0 

Bgaerts ss 5 12 0 S.Cstro2b 5 13 1 

E.Nunez2b 4 111 B.Andrs3b 3 111 

BrdlyJcf 2 10 0 Bour lb 4 0 10 

Vazquez c 4 0 2 2 Maybin rf 4 0 2 1 

B. Jhnsnp 2 0 0 0 Rojas ss 4 0 0 0 

Swihartph 1 0 0 0 Holadayc 2 0 0 0 

Hembree p 0 0 0 0 Tazawap 0 0 0 0 

Mreland ph 1 0 0 0 O'Grady p 0 0 0 0 

Walden p 0 0 0 0 Y.Rvera ph-lf 2 0 0 0 

T.Rchrd p 10 0 0 
Telisc 2 110 

Totals 38 712 7 Totals 36 310 3 

Boston 000 320 101-7 

Miami 010 000 011-3 

DP—Boston 1, Miami 1. LOB—Bos¬ 
ton 7, Miami 9. 2B—Devers (2), E.Nunez 
(2), Vazquez (1), S.Castro (1). HR—Betts 
(1), H.Ramirez (1), B.Anderson (1). SB- 
H.Ramirez (2). CS—Devers (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Johnson W,1-0 6 6 1 1 2 5 

Hembree 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Walden 2 3 2 2 1 1 

Miami 

Richards L,0-1 4'A 8 5 5 1 5 

Tazawa IV3 0 0 0 0 1 

O’Grady 1 11110 

Turner 2 31110 

HBP—by Walden (Anderson). WP— 
Walden. T-3:09. A-11,113 (36,742). 

Rockies 7, Padres 4 

Colorado San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmon cf 5 2 3 ] 

LMahieu 2b 4 2 2] 

Arenado3b 2 10] 

C. Gnzal rf 5 12] 

Desmond lb 5 1 
Parra If ‘ " 

Story ss 
Innettac 

McMahon ph 1 0 6 0 McGrath p 0 0 0 0 

Ottvino p " " " " - " " " " 

B.Shaw p 

Tuchmanph 1 0 0 0 Ellis c 

McGee p “ " ” " 

Rusin p 

W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 712 7 Totals 

Colorado 
San Diego 


Margot cf 4 0 0 0 
Myers rf 3 111 
Renfroerf 110 0 
. _ . Hosmerlb 4 12 0 
1 2 3 Pirela If 5 0 11 

4 0 10 Asuaje2b 5 0 2 1 

4 0 10 Headley 3b 3 0 0 0 

4 0 0 0 Lyles p 0 0 0 0 

Szczurph 


_. . _ 3 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 Mtchell p 2 0 10 
“ “ “ “ Spngnbr3b 2111 


102 020 002-7 

101 000 002-4 

E—Mitchell (1). LOB—Colorado 10, San 
Diego 10.2B—Blackmon 2 (2), C.Gonzalez 

(1) , Desmond (1), Hosmer 2 (4), Asuaje 

(2) . 3B—Pirela (1). HR-Blackmon (4), 
LeMahieu (2), Desmond (2), Myers (1), 


IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Bettis W,1-0 5 5 2 2 4 4 

Ottavino H,1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Shaw H,1 1 1 0 0 0 0 

McGee H,2 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Rusin Vs 2 2 2 1 0 

Davis S,2-2 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

San Diego 

Mitchell L,0-1 5 8 5 5 3 0 

Lyles 3 2 0 0 0 3 

McGrath Vs 2 2 2 2 0 

Cimber 'A 0 0 0 1 0 

HBP—by Bettis (Ellis). WP-Bettis 2. 
T—3:11. A—16,899 (42,445). 

Nationals 8, Braves 1 

Washington Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Trnerss 5 110 Incarte cf 4 110 

Rendon 3b 6 111 Albies 2b 4 0 0 0 

Harper rf 2 3 13 F.Frman lb 3 0 11 

Zmmrman lb4 0 0 0 Mrkakis rf 4 0 0 0 

Kelley p 0 0 0 0 Tucker If 3 0 10 

Grace p 0 0 0 0 Swanson ss 3 0 0 0 

Kndrick If-lb 5 0 2 1 R.FIhrt 3b 3 0 10 

M.Tylorcf 4 110 C.Stwrtc 3 0 0 0 

Difo 2b 4 110 Newcomb p 1 0 0 0 

P.Svrno c 2 12 1 Moylan p 0 0 0 0 

Roark p 4 0 0 0 L.Adams ph 1 0 0 0 

Goodwin If 10 12 An.Sancp 0 0 0 0 
Bourjos ph 10 0 0 

Jose.Rm p 0 0 0 0 

S.Frman p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 810 8 Totals 30 1 4 1 

Washington 230 010 002-8 

Atlanta 000 100 000-1 

E—F.Freeman (1), Newcomb (1), Ken¬ 
drick (1). DP—Washington 2, Atlanta 1. 
LOB-Washington 13, Atlanta 3. 2B-Ken- 
drick 2 (3), Difo (1). HR-Harper (3). SB- 
M.Taylor (2), Inciarte (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Roark W,1-0 7 4 1 1 1 6 

Kelley 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Grace 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Atlanta 

Newcomb L,0-1 4'A 5 6 5 4 6 

Moylan Vs 2 0 0 1 1 

Sanchez 3 10032 

Ramirez 'A 2 2 2 2 1 

Freeman 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Ramirez (Severino). WP— 
Roark. T—2:55. A-25,054 (41,149). 

Calendar 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

May 16-17 — Owners’ meetings, New 
York. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 
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Jansen blows save, D-backs top LA in 15th 



Matt York/AP 


Arizona Diamondbacks’ Jake Lamb scores the tying run Tuesday against the Dodgers 
during the 15th inning off a base hit by Nick Ahmed in Phoenix. Arizona won 8-7. 


By Bob Baum 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Kenley Jansen calls it a 
“slow start” to the season. 

In two appearances, he’s lost a game and 
blown a three-run lead. No one expects 
that from one of the game’s most dominant 
closers. 

Chris Owings hit a three-run homer off 
Jansen with two outs in the bottom of the 
ninth to force extra innings, and the Arizo¬ 
na Diamondbacks scored twice in the 15th 
to rally past the Los Angeles Dodgers 8-7 
early Tuesday. 

The first matchup between the teams 
since the NL champion Dodgers swept 
their Division Series last October became 
the longest game in Chase Field history at 
5 hours, 45 minutes. 

“We’re down to barely nothing,” Arizona 
manager Torey Lovullo said, “and these 
guys found a way to win the game. It’s a 
special night.” 

Or, more accurately, a special morning. 

Chase Utley’s RBI single shortly after 
midnight put the Dodgers up 7-6 in the 
15th, but Nick Ahmed’s run-scoring dou¬ 
ble tied it in the bottom of the inning and 
pinch-hitter Jeff Mathis, the last position 
player on the Arizona bench, singled home 
Ahmed with the game-winner. 

Both teams used all their available re¬ 
lievers. Mathis was going to pitch if the 
game had remained tied. 

Wilmer Font (0-1) threw four scoreless 


innings before giving up two runs in the 
15th. Fernando Salas (1-1) went three in¬ 
nings to get the win. 

Jansen blew one save in 42 opportunities 
last season, earning his second consecu¬ 
tive Trevor Hoffman NL reliever of the 
year award. But this season has not started 
well. The Dodgers’ closer gave up a home 
run to Joe Panik in a 1-0 loss to San Fran¬ 
cisco in his first outing last Friday, then 
squandered a three-run lead in his second 
on Monday night. 

“I definitely know I’m fighting with some 
stuff,” he said, explaining the timing of his 
delivery was a problem. 

Both Jansen and manager Dave Roberts 
said the All-Star closer is healthy. 

“I know that he’s got pinpoint command, 
doesn’t walk guys,” Roberts said. “And I 
know there were some close calls tonight 
that didn’t go his way. But regardless, Ken¬ 
ley still has the ability to throw strikes 
when he needs to. Just the pitch to Owings, 
it was a cutter that was down and in his 
nitro zone.” 

With the Dodgers up 6-3, Jansen got the 
first two batters to ground out but walked 
Paul Goldschmidt and A. J. Pollock, both on 
3-2 counts, to bring up Owings, who hit the 
first pitch he saw into the left field seats. 

“That pitch was right where I was kind 
of looking,” Owings said. “Definitely got us 
back in the game. From there, the rest is 
history.” 

Owings became just the fourth player 
to hit a three-run homer or better (grand 


slam) against Jansen, who was touched up 
a bit in the World Series last year, too. The 
right-hander gave up two homers, took a 
loss and blew one of his three save chances 
against the Houston Astros. 

“Listen, those guys have bats,” Jansen 
said. “They compete, too. Nobody wants to 
get beat. Nobody wants to blow saves. No¬ 
body wants to lose games, but the situation 
of the game, it happens. What can I do? I’ve 
just got to bounce back tomorrow and help 
the Dodgers win.” 


Yasiel Puig made two fine defensive 
plays for the Dodgers in the 14th, catching 
Goldschmidt’s drive at the right-field fence 
and then throwing out Ketel Marte trying 
to advance to second on a deep flyout by 
Pollock. 

Yasmani Grandal reached base in his 
first five plate appearances for the Dodg¬ 
ers, including a two-run homer in the first 
inning, but bounced out to second with 
runners on first and third to end the 10th. 


Roundup 

After ‘Imperial March’, Nats’ Harper strikes back 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Pitchers are hav¬ 
ing a hard time keeping Bryce 
Harper off the bases — and in¬ 
side the park. 

Harper’s hot start is a big rea¬ 
son the Washington Nationals are 
unbeaten. 

The star slugger hit a three- 
run homer and the quick-scoring 
Nationals beat the Atlanta Braves 
8-1 on Monday night for the first 
4-0 start to a season in their 
Washington history. 

After Sean Newcomb (0-1) gave 
up singles to Pedro Severino and 
Anthony Rendon in the second in¬ 
ning, Harper walked to the plate 
as stadium organist Matthew Ka¬ 
minski played the somber “Impe¬ 
rial March.” Braves fans chimed 
in with boos. 

Harper crushed a first-pitch 
fastball. 

“I was trying to come in more,” 
Newcomb said, adding the pitch 
instead “was middle and low 
where he swings.” 

Harper’s shot gave the Nation¬ 
als a 5-0 lead. He also drew four 
walks and scored three runs. 

Harper has three homers 
— including two in his last two 
at-bats during Sunday’s 6-5 win 
at Cincinnati — and seven RBIs. 
He reached in eight consecutive 
plate appearances, two shy of the 
Nationals record, before ground¬ 
ing out in the ninth. 

Harper said he wasn’t far off a 
chance to homer in four straight 
at-bats. 



John Bazemore/AP 


Nationals right fielder Bryce 
Harper follows through on 
a three-run home run in the 
second inning Monday against 
the Braves in Atlanta. The 
Nationals won 8-1. 

“I got a pitch I could absolutely 
drive and just topped it a little 
bit,” he said. 

First-year manager Dave Mar¬ 
tinez wasn’t about to complain. 

“He’s good. He’s one of the 
best,” Martinez said. “I’m glad I 
get to watch him play every day 
and hopefully he continues doing 
what he’s doing.” 

Astros 6, Orioles 1: Charlie 
Morton pitched six scoreless in¬ 


nings, Marwin Gonzalez hom- 
ered and host Houston unveiled 
its World Series banner before 
defeating Baltimore in its home 
opener. 

The pregame unveiling of 
the World Series pennant in left 
field hit a bit of a snag. Tugging 
ropes on the fabric covering the 
golden pennant on a windy day 
didn’t work. So after a minute or 
so, a man with a leaf blower ap¬ 
peared and helped get it off. Play¬ 
ers chuckled during the delay 
and fans cheered loudly when it 
finally came off. 

Red Sox 7, Marlins 3: Brian 
Johnson gave the visiting Red 
Sox their fifth solid start in five 
games, allowing one run in six 
innings. 

All five Boston starters have al¬ 
lowed less than two runs, a fran¬ 
chise first to begin a season. 

Tigers 6, Twins 1: Francisco 
Liriano pitched into the seventh 
inning and Victor Martinez drove 
in three runs to hand Ron Gar- 
denhire his first win with the host 
Tigers. 

Gardenhire won 1,068 games 
as Minnesota’s manager from 
2002-14. This is his first year at 
the helm in Detroit. 

Blue Jays 4, White Sox 2: 
Russell Martin, Josh Donaldson 
and Aledmys Diaz connected, 
powering host Toronto to its third 
straight victory. 

All six runs in the game came 
on homers. 

Pirates 5, Twins 4: Colin 


Moran hit a first-inning grand 
slam in his debut at PNC Park, 
Jameson Taillon tied a career 
high with nine strikeouts and 
Pittsburgh held on for the win in 
its home opener. 

Moran, part of a trade that sent 
Gerrit Cole to Houston in Janu¬ 
ary, sent a full-count fastball from 
Lance Lynn into the seats above 
the Clemente Wall in right field to 
stake the Pirates to an early lead 
they nursed to just their third 4-0 
start in 35 years. 

Cardinals 8, Brewers 4: Pitch¬ 
er Miles Mikolas hit a home run 
and got the win in his return from 
a three-year stint in Japan, and 
the Cardinals spoiled the Brew¬ 
ers’ home opener. 

St. Louis shortstop Paul De Jong 
connected for the second straight 
game, hitting his third homer this 
season. Milwaukee had opened 
the season with a three-game 
sweep at San Diego. 

Reds 1, Cubs 0: Rookie Tyler 
Mahle pitched one-hit ball for six 
innings, Raisel Iglesias struck 
out Anthony Rizzo with the bases 
loaded to end the eighth, and the 
host Reds edged the Cubs for 
their first win of the season. 

Eugenio Suarez tripled in the 
fourth and scored on Adam Du¬ 
vall’s groundout for the game’s 
only run. 

Athletics 3, Rangers 1: Jed 

Lowrie hit a two-out, two-run 
double in the seventh inning and 
Oakland spoiled Bartolo Colon’s 
debut with Texas. 


Matt Chapman homered for 
the second time in two days for 
Oakland. The A’s had lost three 
straight since beating the Angels 
on opening day. 

At 44 years, 313 days old, Colon 
became the oldest player in the 
majors this season, slipping past 
Seattle’s Ichiro Suzuki, who is 
four months younger. 

Indians 6, Angels 0: Edwin 
Encarnacion hit the second in- 
side-the-park home run of his 
career, and Tyler Naquin and 
Yonder Alonso cleared the fences 
to help Cleveland ruin Los An¬ 
geles’ home opener and snap its 
three-game win streak. 

Mike Clevinger (1-0), a former 
Angels farmhand, scattered four 
hits and struck out five in 573 in¬ 
nings in his season debut. 

The 35-year-old Encarnacion 
also hit an inside-the-park homer 
on Aug. 31, 2007, against St. Louis 
while with the Cincinnati Reds. 
He homered twice Sunday in a 
loss at Seattle. 

Rockies 7, Padres 4: Ian Des¬ 
mond, Charlie Blackmon and 
DJ LeMahieu homered to power 
Colorado past winless host San 
Diego. 

Chad Bettis (1-0) pitched five 
effective innings and Desmond 
drove in three runs as the Rock¬ 
ies improved to 2-2. 

Wil Myers and Cory Spangen- 
berg homered for the Padres, who 
dropped to 0-4. Bryan Mitchell 
(0-1) struggled in his five-inning 
debut with San Diego. 
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Uncertain future looms 
in wake of FBI's probe 


*The state of the game, there’s no doubt, 
there’s some question marks now. 9 

Bruce Weber 

Kansas State men’s basketball coach 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated. Press 

SAN ANTONIO — For the past 
three weeks, it’s been all about 
buzzer-beaters, bracket-busters 
and basketball — a much-needed 
reminder about just how beauti¬ 
ful this game can be. 

For the next six months, it will 
be all about ugliness and uncer¬ 
tainty, while college basketball 
wrestles with the changes it must 
make to keep the sport alive. 

The 2017-18 campaign could 
very well be remembered as the 
season that ridded the upper 
echelon of college hoops of any 
last whiffs of the notion that it 
is all about amateurs, “student- 
athletes” and playing for noth¬ 
ing more than a scholarship and 
pride. 

An FBI investigation that re¬ 
sulted in the September arrests of 
10 agents, coaches and business¬ 
men with basketball ties did what 
the NCAA never really could — 
laid bare the inner-workings of a 
shady, money-grubbing business 
that’s been teetering on the edge 
of the rulebook, and the law, for 
decades. 

“The state of the game, there’s 
no doubt, there’s some question 
marks now,” Kansas State coach 
Bruce Weber said. 

Between the FBI probe and 
other media reports, violations 
have been alleged at 28 schools, 
ranging from businessmen tak¬ 
ing recruits’ parents out to lunch 
to $100,000 payoffs to get them to 
sign with certain programs; 17 of 
those teams were in the March 
Madness bracket. A panel led by 
Condoleezza Rice is examining 
the problems and is expected to 
release a report, and its recom¬ 
mendations, on April 25. 

The president of the NCAA 
has promised action, but said he 
would not support anything truly 
game-changing—as in, rules that 
would fundamentally alter the 
amateur status of the “student- 
athletes” whose efforts are the 
underpinnings of the $1.1 billion 
the NCAA earned in 2017. The li¬ 
on’s share of that comes from the 
men’s basketball tournament that 
brought Villanova and Michigan 
to Monday night’s final. 

More significant change might 
have to come from the NBA, 
which is considering ending the 
“one and done” rule that calls for 
players to either be 19 or complete 
at least one year in college before 
becoming eligible for the draft. 

Passed in 2005, that rule altered 
the landscape of college basket¬ 
ball, putting the lie to the notion 
that these players — at least the 
very best ones — come to school 
to earn a degree. “One and Done” 
is often derided as the catchall 
explanation for everything bad 
about the college game. 

Changing the rule, however, 
won’t necessarily change the roles 
of agents, AAU coaches, college 


coaches, middlemen, handlers 
and shoe companies, all of whom 
partake in what is essentially an 
unregulated, underground talent- 
acquisition business, the likes of 
which the NCAA hasn’t the re¬ 
sources or rulebook to control. 

“Any time there’s money in¬ 
volved, isn’t there always cor¬ 
ruption?” West Virginia coach 
Bob Huggins asked, rhetorically. 
“We’ll have to wait and see how 
widespread it is. If that’s it, and 
you see it’s only four (coaches) 
who were guilty, that’s pretty 
good.” 

But Huggins, like most coach¬ 
es The Associated Press talked 
to last week, says he has no idea 
what to expect. 

“Nothing personal, but I’m the 
wrong person to ask,” said Andy 
Enfield, the coach of Southern 
California, which fired associ¬ 
ate coach Tony Bland after he 
was arrested in the FBI probe, 
accused of accepting $13,000 for 
steering two players to specific 
business representatives. Bland 
has pleaded not guilty. 

At risk are college basketball 
and, most notably, the future of a 
tournament that shows, time and 
again, exactly why the sport is 
worth saving. 

The MVP award for this year’s 


tournament may as well have 
gone to a 98-year-old nun, Sis¬ 
ter Jean Dolores Schmidt, who 
willed her underdog team from 
Loyola-Chicago all the way to the 
Final Four as an 11th seed, while 
reminding fans that basketball, 
like life, is about more than mere 
winning and losing. 

The Ramblers weren’t the only 
underdog to come up big. 

A tournament turned upside- 
down featured the first-ever 
16 vs. 1 upset when Maryland- 
Baltimore County knocked off 
Virginia. 

“A heck of a season,” said 
Virginia’s coach, Tony Bennett, 
“with a heck of a loss at the end, 
of course.” 

Like the UMBC-Virginia game, 
the best of the tournament is often 
centered around upsets. 

It brings about an uncomfort¬ 
able paradox: These three weeks 
invariably place a few spunky 
little-guy teams that presumably 
do things the right way against 
a few fearsome behemoth pro¬ 
grams that presumably don’t. It’s 
the reason we watch. 

Yes, the sport is overdue for a 
good scrubbing. But if, someday, 
everyone really is playing by the 
same rules, will that ruin the 
event we love? 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


Arizona head coach Sean Miller gives directions to his players during 
a first-round NCAA Tournament game against Buffalo on March 
15. Miller’s assistant coach Book Richardson was arrested for 
bribery and fraud in the FBI’s investigation into corruption in college 
basketball. Miller has also come under scrutiny in media reports. 



Eric Gay/AP 

Villanova forward Omari Spellman, left, fights for a loose ball with 
Michigan guard Charles Matthews during the second half Monday of 
the national championship game in San Antonio. 


Villanova relies on 
defense, rebounds 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Michigan’s 
Zavier Simpson caught a quick 
pass, took a dribble to the rim and 
went up for what should’ve been 
an easy layup. 

That’s when Villanova’s Donte 
DiVincenzo come flying in from 
behind to stuff the layup into the 
side of the rim and force a posses¬ 
sion-changing jump ball. 

On this night, with a national 
championship on the line, it was a 
fitting reminder that this Wildcats 
team is more than just a remark¬ 
ably good three-point shooting 
team. It was a tournament-tested 
group capable of winning in a va¬ 
riety of ways — and in Monday’s 
79-62 win against Michigan, it 
was just as much about Villano¬ 
va’s strong defensive finish to the 
first half and its rebounding as it 
was about that oh-so-good offense 
from the entire season. 

By the end, the Wildcats who 
spent part of the year making 
coach Jay Wright wonder if they 
were going to just try to outscore 
everybody was long gone. 

“We love it that way,” redshirt 
junior Mikal Bridges said. “We 
love just going out there and grind¬ 
ing it out as a defensive team, and 
keep getting stops. That’s the best 
thing. I’m so proud.” 

Villanova (36-4) entered the 
game atop KenPom’s adjusted of¬ 
fensive efficiency at 127.6 points 
per 100 possessions. That was bet¬ 
ter than any team on other than 
Wisconsin in 2015 (129.0) dating 
all the way back to the 2002 sea¬ 
son. And the game-ending num¬ 
bers Monday didn’t look all too 
unusual: 47 percent and 10-for-27 
from three-point range. 

But early, as Villanova sputtered 
and started l-for-9 from behind 
the arc, the defense — along with 
the start of DiVincenzo’s 31-point 
barrage that made him the Final 
Four’s most outstanding player 
— got things turned around. 

After the Wolverines started 
the game 8-for-12, Villanova held 
Michigan to 3-for-16 shooting for 
the final 11 minutes of the half 
as the Wildcats dug out from an 
early 21-14 deficit to lead 37-28 by 
the break. That included a stretch 
of seven straight misses, followed 
by the Wolverines missing their 
last six shots of the half — one of 
those being DiVincenzo’s soar¬ 


ing-in block of Simpson. 

“We just played a little bit more 
aggressive,” Bridges said, “not 
worrying about somebody scor¬ 
ing on you.” 

That was particularly true of 
the Wildcats’ work on 6-foot-11 
matchup headache Moe Wagner, 
who had nine points in the first 
5 minutes but manages just two 
points the rest of the half. Wagner 
also saw different looks from the 
6-7 Bridges, Villanova’s bigs and 
even point guard and AP national 
player of the year Jalen Brunson 
on some possessions. 

“You know, they were switching 
every screen, everything that we 
did for a good part of the game, 
and they changed just enough to 
confuse us a little bit,” Michigan 
coach John Beilein said. “The 
shot clock got to us a couple of 
times. And they ... forced us into 
a one-on-one game.” 

That bought time for the Wild¬ 
cats offense to figure things out 
and get moving against Michi¬ 
gan’s tough defense, even if they 
came nowhere near duplicating 
that Final Four-record 18 three- 
pointers against Kansas from 
Saturday’s national semifinals. 

Then there was the rebounding. 
The Wildcats finished with a 38- 
27 edge on the glass for the game, 
many of those coming to secure 
each defensive stop as they took 
over in those game-turning min¬ 
utes before halftime. 

Of course, the Wildcats had al¬ 
ready proven they had it in them. 

Look back to the Elite Eight, 
when Villanova shot just 33 per¬ 
cent and made four of 24 three- 
pointers against Texas Tech. That 
day it was about a tough-minded 
defensive effort that held the Red 
Raiders to 33 percent shooting 
and a dominating effort on the 
glass (51-33, including 20 offen¬ 
sive rebounds) to secure a trip to 
San Antonio. 

The Wildcats did enough of 
both on Monday night to secure 
Wright’s second national cham¬ 
pionship in three seasons, and 
maybe get a little credit as more 
than just one of college basket¬ 
ball’s best offensive teams in re¬ 
cent memory. 

“Honestly, if we get credit or 
not (for defense), it is what it is,” 
Brunson said. “We won a national 
championship. I think we had 
gotten so much defensively as the 
year ended.” 
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Simply the best 


Never challenged, ’Nova wins another title 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Somewhere between 
all those heart-stoppers and tearjerkers, all 
the upset-riddled brackets and things we’d 
never seen before, the best team in college 
basketball was hiding in plain sight. 

How could anyone have missed 
Villanova? 

Sparked by a 31-point night off the bench 
from Donte DiVincenzo, the Wildcats de¬ 
feated Michigan 79-62 on Monday night 
to cap one of the most dominating NCAA 
Tournament runs ever seen. 

They won all six games by double digits, 
joining the rare air of great teams such as 
Michigan State in 2000, Duke in 2001 and 
North Carolina in 2009. 

They won both their Final Four contests 
by 16 or more, joining the 1968 UCLA 
team that was in the midst of its 10-title 
dynasty. 

They became only the fourth program 
since UCLA to win two titles in the span of 
three years —joining Duke (1991-92), Ken¬ 
tucky (1996, 98) and Florida (2006-07). 

“I knew we were good, but you don’t 
think we can win this,” said Villanova’s Jay 
Wright, who became the 14th coach in his¬ 
tory to win multiple titles. “It’s a struggle 
in your mind, up until three minutes to go 
in the game tonight.” 

It was over earlier than that. 

DiVincenzo made it so by scoring nine 
straight points for his team, capping it 
with an NBA-range three-pointer that he 
punctuated by turning back downcourt 



Photos by Eric Gay/AP 

Villanova’s Jalen Brunson, right, drives 
around Michigan’s Jon Teske during 
the first half of Monday’s national 
championship game in San Antonio. 


and winking toward the TV guys on the 
sideline. 

The story lines that dominated this 
tournament were all about unpredictabil¬ 


ity and craziness — all made better by a 
98-year-old nun who provided the perfect 
counterbalance to the win-at-all-costs 
culture in college basketball. Sister Jean 
Dolores Schmidt cheered llth-seeded 
Loyola-Chicago all the way to a spot in the 
Final Four. 

March Madness featured the first-ever 
16 vs. 1 upset, a pair of No. 9 seeds in the 
Elite Eight and one region that didn’t ad¬ 
vance any of its top four seeds to the Sweet 
16. No. 3 seed Michigan became the first 
team to make the title game without hav¬ 
ing to play a team seeded in the top 5. 

It was madness all right — except when 
Villanova walked on the court. 

The top-seeded Wildcats (36-4) won by 
margins of 26, 23,12,12,16 and 17. 

They won with great shooting on some 
nights — the Final Four-record 18 threes 
in the semifinal against Kansas — great 
defense on others — holding Texas Tech 
to 33 percent shooting in the Elite Eight — 
and, in the finale, a virtuoso performance 
from a sixth man who turned Villanova’s 
brand of team ball into a one-man show. 

They won by making an NCAA-record 
464 three-pointers over the season — put¬ 
ting an official end to the notion that this 
game must be played from the inside out. 

Most importantly, at least in their coach’s 
estimation, they won not by trying to be¬ 
come one of the best teams in history, but 
simply by trying to get better every game. 

“I don’t think these kids will even think 
that we dominated the tournament,” 
Wright said. “They’ll just think we played 
Villanova basketball.” 



Villanova players celebrate after beating Michigan 79-62 to claim their second national championship in three seasons. 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Villanova head coach Jay Wright, 
left, celebrates with guard Donte 
DiVincenzo after DiVincenzo came 
off the bench to score 31 points. 

Wildcats’ sixth 
man busts out 

SAN ANTONIO — Donte DiVincenzo’s 
biggest contribution to Villanova’s 2016 na¬ 
tional championship was made at practice, 
often playing the role of the opponents’ 
best player. 

The Michael Jordan of Delaware, as his 
teammates call him, has come a long way 
from a redshirt freshman season that was 
frustrating at times, but probably helped 
set the stage for a bigger role toward Villa¬ 
nova’s next national championship. 

DiVincenzo was the breakout star of 
the NCAA Tournament title game Mon¬ 
day night, scoring a career-high 31 points 
against Michigan in a 79-62 victory that 
gave the Wildcats two titles in three 
seasons. 

“Donte’s willingness to come off the 
bench this year and be the sixth man really 
separated us from other teams. He was a 
sixth starter," Villanova coach Jay Wright 
said. “He had a clear head and he did 
whatever we needed all year. Tonight we 
needed 31. I didn’t think we’d need him 
to do that but he has done it, so we’ll take 
it.” 

When Villanova was struggling with its 
shots early in the first half, DiVincenzo pro¬ 
vided a wakeup call for the Wildcats. He 
scored 16 and was the main reason the 
Wildcats were able to erase an early seven- 
point deficit against a Michigan defense 
that was one of the stingiest in the nation. 

In the second half, when Michigan tried 
to make a move, DiVincenzo put down the 
uprising with 11 straight points and a wink 
toward the sideline at his buddy and former 
Wildcats star Josh Hart, who is in his rook¬ 
ie season with the Los Angeles Clippers. 

“Me and Josh have a unique relation¬ 
ship," DiVincenzo said as he held court 
with reporters in the locker room long after 
most of the players were done doing inter¬ 
views. “We compete against each other 
so hard. We got into a lot. I think we’re so 
similar, that’s the reason why. I knew he 
was proud at that moment.” 

DiVincenzo became the first non-starter 
to win most outstanding player of the Final 
Four since Luke Hancock of Louisville 
in 2013, and the first player with a 30- 
point NCAA championship game since 
Miles Simon of Arizona in 1997 against 
Kentucky. 

DiVincenzo was just a cheerleader and 
practice squad player for Villanova during 
that championship run in the 2015-16 sea¬ 
son. The sophomore from Newark, Del., 
broke his foot early in his freshman sea¬ 
son and was limited to eight games and a 
medical redshirt. 


— Associated Press 














Stars and Stripes Wednesday,April4,2018 


SPORTS 



Perfect start 

Harper homers as Nationals 
stay unbeaten » mlb, p ag e 29 



NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP 


Villanova whips Michigan in title game 

Page 31 


Inside: DiVincenzo comes off bench to score 31 points, earn most outstanding player, Page 31 











